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MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE HEAD – MR JC ENGELBRECHT 
 
Dear parents and guardians 
 
I hope that you and your families are all still well and managing to keep safe.  As we reach the end of 
Term 1, I want to start by thanking you all as parents and guardians for your support over the last 10 
weeks.  I am particularly appreciative for everything that you have been doing to support us in our effort 
to get learners involved in extra-curricular activities where it was possible – online or at school.  We have 
also received a number of messages of thanks and support from many of you over these past few weeks. 
Thank you for your support! 
 
I would once again like to thank all of the teaching staff who have continued to work exceptionally hard to 
ensure that all our learners are able to continue with their studies despite the impact of COVID19.  We 
are truly blessed with teachers and assistants who are willing to go the extra mile to make sure our 
learners receive the best possible guidance and academic support possible. From early morning 
screening to late afternoon online support our teachers have been outstanding in their management of 
the “new normal”. 
 
Regular and clear communication with our parents is seen as one of the corner stones of building a good 
relationship with the Curro Aurora parent community.  I hope that you enjoy receiving the weekly 
newsletters or scrolling through our Facebook page which really do present and share information and 
highlights from Curro Aurora Castle, Primary and High School in such a glorious way.  They are proving 
to be an excellent way for the students and parents to stay in touch and are helping us to share information 
and provide support. 
   
With all extra-curricular activities getting the green light to resume with normal practice and matches 
(without any spectators) we look forward to an exciting Term 2. I would like to encourage all our learners 
to get involved and be part of our extra-curricular program. Learners and parents can find the weekly 
sport and culture schedules in the newsletters. 
 
I am very mindful that the ongoing Covid19 lockdown regulations continue to be unsettling and difficult at 
times for students, staff and parents.  However, through working together so positively over these recent 
months we have demonstrated just how much can be achieved within such a cohesive, caring and 
supportive community such as ours, and from this we should continue to draw much strength. 
 
Please do remember to contact us if you need any support.  In the meantime, I send my very best wishes 
to you and your families for a safe, happy and restful Easter break. 
Yours sincerely, 
 
JC Engelbrecht                                                                                                                                                                                
Executive Head                                                                                                                                                              
Curro Aurora 
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Dear Parents, Guardians & Learners 
 
We most certainly live in interesting, complex and exceptionally difficult times. The impact of the 
COVID-19 regulations has irrevocably changed how we imagined 'school' forever. We are 
exceptionally proud of the Curro Aurora staff who have risen to every challenge of the hybrid 
learning. The rate at which staff have been upskilled on their online teaching and collaboration skills 
has been nothing short of miraculous. Staff have not just tried to replicate their normal teaching 
online but have imagined, created and fashioned new ways of teaching and learning to ensure that 
the academic programme continues in a safe environment. 
 
Sheryl Sandberg, in her book Option B (2017), explores the enormous impact of loss and grief in 
her life and the lives of others, and how we can train ourselves to be resilient in loss, finding 
opportunities for growth as well as joy in the face of unexpected trauma. Sandberg warns against 
the "three P's" that we experience amid any period of significant loss and trauma: 

1. Personalisation: the sense that trauma happened to us because of either something we did or 
did not do or simply because we feel personally aggrieved that circumstances have turned and 
conspired against us. We take the loss personally and rail against the universe for giving us a 
raw deal. 'Why did it happen to me?' we cry. 

2. Pervasiveness: the way the sense of the loss slowly grows and grows, infecting and impacting 
every moment of our day and every activity in which we engage. The loss starts feeling 
pervasive, overwhelming and oppressive. 

3. Persistence: the sense and belief that the loss will never really go away. I think we can all relate 
to this. Will the effects of the pandemic ever end? When will it end? Is there any light at the end 
of the tunnel? 

Sandberg profoundly suggests that we learn more from loss, trauma and crisis than we ever do from 
success. She argues that success often blinds us to the flaws in our thinking and our actions, 
whereas confronting trauma and loss forces us to examine our lives, our relationships, our values 
and our world more deeply. She quotes Rabbi Israel ben Eliezer, known as the Baal Shem Tov: "Let 
me fall if I must fall. The one I become will catch me." 

I firmly believe that the Curro Aurora community has indeed figured out bold, courageous ways to 
move forward in these uncertain times, and will continue to do so in months to come. As Christians 
celebrate Easter this weekend, we will be reminded that the redemptive life, light and love of Christ 
emerges from the darkness and uncertainty of his death, to renew and transform us in our mission 
to be the light, life and love to all in our community. 
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EARTH HOUR 
 

Be a Nature Hero for Earth Hour this year. 

 

To get started, mark the date in your calendar. It is 

8.30 pm on 27 March.   

 

Sign up (https://www.wwf.org.za/earth_hour/) and 

WWF will email you exciting tools so you and your 

friends and followers can take part in the first-ever 

virtual spotlight Earth Hour event on 27 March. 

 

 

 

NB: PUNCTUALITY 
 

Staying in Johannesburg is synonymous with dealing with non-working traffic lights and congestion 

on the roads. Please compensate for this by leaving home a few minutes earlier. 

 

TEMPERATURE SCREENING AND 

RECORDING IS FROM 06:45 TO 07:45 
 

SCHOOL STARTS AT 07:45 WITH TUTOR 

LESSON 
 

(Teachers who are on duty to do screening in the mornings also need to be in class by 7:45.) 

 
ONLINE and On-CAMPUS LEARNERS NEED TO BE IN TUTOR CLASS BY 07:45 PLEASE – 
LEARNERS WHO ARE LATE FOR TUTOR CLASS WILL BE MARKED AS ABSENT AND WILL 
BE RECORDED AS SUCH ON END-OF-TERM REPORTS. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

 

Term 2 commences 13 April 2021 with Day 7 (week 2). 

 

https://www.wwf.org.za/earth_hour/
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ACADEMIC ARRANGEMENTS WILL CONTINUE FOR 

SECOND TERM UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Grade 10,11 and 12 (FET Phase): 
 

To limit numbers on campus and ensure that more bigger venues are available for teaching, we will 
continue with reduced capacity measures in Grades 10 and 11: 

• Grade 10 learners are to be at school for face-to-face teaching on days 1; 3; 5; 7 and 9 and 
continue with online hybrid learning on days 2; 4; 6; 8 and 10 and rotate with Grade 11 learners. 
This will limit the number of bodies on campus for each day. 

• Grade 11 learners are to be at school for face-to-face teaching on days 2; 4; 6; 8 and 10 and 
continue with online hybrid learning on days 1; 3; 5; 7 and 9. This will limit the number of bodies 
on campus for each day. 

 
Grade 8 and 9 (Senior Phase): 
 

• For all learners to be taught by their teachers at school, we will be following a normal two-week 
cycle whereby each class is split into two groups, Group A and B.  
Schedule from Monday 8 March:  
 

o Group A will have face-to-face classes on days 2; 4; 6; 8 and 10 and online classes on 

days 1; 3; 5; 7 and 9. 

o Group B will have face-to face classes on days 1; 3; 5; 7 and 9 and online classes on 

days 2; 4; 6; 8; 10.  

 
CAREER ORIENTATION 
Mrs Elisabeth Nicholson 

 
 

On Wednesday 24 March, our Grade 12 learners had the opportunity to be involved with the Rocking 
Future Road show. Rocking Future is an established career expo that has been interacting with SA 
schools for 19 years. This creative expo incorporates learners, teachers and up to 28 private tertiary 
institutions and companies to give learners the information they need to make crucial decisions 
about their future after school. 
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Learners had the opportunity to speak to industry specialists as well as receive much-needed 
guidance for their future careers. 
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CULTURE 
Mrs Saskia Snyders 
 

CURRO CAS 

Curro CAS 2021 is here to create a platform where you can engage 

with the world in a meaningful and creative way; for you to have a 

creative outlet; and where you can perform, sing, dance, make, 

draw, tweet, photograph, paint, play, write, CREATE. 

Curro Aurora High School has participated for the past two years 

and we have been one of the most successful schools. 2021, so 

far, has proven to be no different with 160 entries from the High 

School. Learners from all grades have taken up this opportunity 

and we look forward to seeing the final products of their imagination 

and talent take shape. Break a leg to all the participants. 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR 

With the start of the new season for High School choir, we welcomed 

Mr Janus Venter as our Choir Instructor for 2021. The High School 

Choir’s rehearsals successfully took place online. Our choir has 

grown, and the learners involved have proven to be dedicated and 

committed. If the past year has taught us anything, it is that working 

together is the best way through these strange times. As Miss Hayter 

said, “Over 365 days into lockdown and times can still be tough. I have 

never met a more wonderful, accepting, and amazing group of 

learners than those that take part in our High School Choir. I know this year will be like all others; 

full of laughs, happy tears after beautiful singing and memories made.”  

 

We are looking forward to sharing our new, more contemporary style with the rest of our Curro 

community. 
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REBECCA ARTHUR (GRADE 10) 

Over the years, Rebecca has been invited to perform at local and charity events, 

as well as competed in competitions, including local talent shows and bigger 

events such as Talent Africa and the SA Championships of Performing Arts 

(SACOPA). At SACOPA in 2019, she won various medals including bronze, silver 

and two golds in self-accompanied, vocal and duet performances. At this 

competition, she also qualified to represent South Africa in Los Angeles in 2020 (Which, for obvious 

reasons, did not materialise).  

 

Rebecca has competed in Kids with Talent SA each year, since it was first established in 2016. In 

this competition, musicians of all musical categories (piano, guitar, vocal, self-accompanied, drums, 

as well as open) all compete across these categories for the title of grand champion. When she first 

competed in 2016, at the age of 11, she won the vocals category in her age group. She decided 

then already, that she would one day win the overall title at KWTSA. Even after not placing at all 

one year, she kept returning, kept working hard and putting in many hours of practicing and 

commitment and in December last year, she beat 16, 17 and 18 year olds, taking away the title of 

Senior Grand Champion 2020.  

 

She is a determined and headstrong young lady who doesn’t give up easily, has set her sights high 

and aims to be heard along the way. 

 

PAUL HARBER (GRADE 9) 

Since the beginning of 2020, when Paul Harber became a new member of the Curro 

Aurora High School Pride, he has been a learner to watch. From public speaking to 

writing to performing, Paul has shown that he is determined, talented and striving for 

greatness. 

 

During the hardships of 2020, Paul was not deterred and continued to participate in 

all the activities that he could. One of these activities was the National Eisteddfod Academy. Paul 

wrote and performed an original poem for which he received a diploma. 
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Paul has now been invited to enter the National Eisteddfod Young Performer Awards Competition 

in the following category: English Poetry Own Choice. Only the best of the best are selected to enter 

the Young Performer Awards Competition. 

 

LIAM BOSMAN – CURRO CREATE 

Curro Create is a wonderful platform which uses only expert industry professionals and mentorship 

to create tangible opportunities for our learners. It is through this professional network that our 

learners can grow, develop, acquire valuable skills and gain experience. 

 

Nicola was a mentor-adjudicator for Curro Create’s #Straight2Camera Monologue Festival in 2020. 

Nicola studied drama at the University of Cape Town and began her career as Soekie in Reza de 

Wet’s ‘Diepe Grond’. Since then, Nicola has performed in many memorable roles on stage, television 

and film, including as Ingrid Jonker in ‘Altyd Jonker’, Jana in ‘Hard Copy’ season 4, as Beatrice in 

‘Faan se Trein’, and as Johanna, in ‘Dis ek, Anna’. As a theatre writer and director, Nicola has 

garnered over thirty awards including 11 Fiesta Awards, 20 Kanna Awards, 2 ATKV Woordveertjies, 

a Fleur du Cap award, an Amsterdam Fringe award and, most notably, the Eugene Marais prize for 

her collection of plays ‘Die pad byster’. She has written and directed three short films, ‘Play Dead’, 

‘Trippie’ and ‘Unspoken’ and wrote the thirteen-part Kyknet television series ‘Dwaalster’. Her first 

feature film ‘Cut-Out Girls’ was nominated for a SAFTA award in 2019. Over the last 10 years, Nicola 

has been working as an Acting Coach with Act Cape Town Film Acting Academy. 

 

It was there that she noticed Liam Bosman, Curro 

Aurora Grade 11 learner in 2020. Liam Bosman was 

placed 2nd in the National competition. Liam’s 

performance in the Monologue Festival lingered in 

Nicola’s mind and she wanted to audition him for a role 

in a movie she in the process of creating. Liam attended 

the audition and was cast in Nicola’s new teen thriller, 

Nagvrees.  
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Nicola had the following to say about Liam:  

‘I had the great privilege to be a mentor-adjudicator for Curro Create’s #Straight2Camera Monologue 

Festival. A few months later and Liam just finished the filming for the role, Basjan, in my teen thriller, 

“Nagvrees”!’ It was wonderful to work with him on set. He was professional and wonderful to work 

with.” 

 

THE CA NEWS SHOW 

The Curro Aurora Culture Council launched a vibrant show, The CA News Show, to keep all the 

learners in the high school up-to-date with the information about the school.  

 

 

Marubini Mulaudzi and S’Qalo Amandla Nhleko were 

chosen as the presenters and, together, this dynamic pair 

has made sure our school stays informed whilst also 

staying entertained. Make sure you catch the next episode. 

 
 

PHYSICAL THEATRE 

 

On Monday, 15 March, Ryan Dittmann from ZikkaZimba Productions assisted the Grade 12 

Dramatic Arts learners to explore their Physical Theatre productions in a socially distanced manner.  

 

It was invigorating to get moving and to use the entire body to communicate, particularly now that 

we cannot use facial expressions to convey emotional cues. 
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SPORT 
Mr Adrian Ferreira 
 
A number of specific sports fitness and conditioning practices resumed this term. There was 
enthusiastic application by the learners who participated! Let’s hope we can resume Inter-school 
events sooner rather than later!  
 
FITNESS AND CONDITIONING: 
 
Curro Aurora has set goals to improve the overall fitness of our Curro Aurora learners and create 
and/or enhance a healthier lifestyle. Mr Craig Hourquebie and Ms Nicole Webb offer fitness and 
conditioning sessions to learners as part of the extra-mural programme. Mr Hourquebie’s beneficial 
and fun #FitnessFriday sessions enable learners to exercise at home. 
 
THE IMPORTANCE OF CONDITIONING  
Mr Jono Wernich  
 

As the Curro Aurora sporting family gets ready to embark on their various 
sporting journies for 2021, we would like to emphasise the importance of 
sport conditioning. Curro Aurora has some exciting plans to get our 
children active and conditioned for sport! Body conditioning exercises 
target your whole body, using lots of different muscles to strengthen, 
shape and tone our bodies.  
 
They may combine several types of exercise such as flexibility, strength, 
and resistance training. Body conditioning improves endurance, 
increases flexibility and establishes a balanced, stable physique.  
There are a wealth of positive benefits to our overall health and fitness 
levels. Being conditioned will help build power, coordination and speed. 
This allows us to improve our athletic performance and feel better about 
ourselves. All athletes and children should focus on conditioning their 
bodies to prepare for their specific sports.  
 

Conditioning not only helps athletes be prepared for their sport, but also plays a crucial role in injury 
prevention. Conditioned athletes and children will lower the risk of injuries. This is because they will 
strengthen ligaments, tendons and muscles while creating a higher level of flexibility. 
 
Moving through body conditioning exercises trains our bodies to open up and move in different ways. 
Lengthening and extending our muscles is vital for improving flexibility, range of motion, and mobility.  
Children also develop balance, stability, and coordination. All of these help to prevent injury. As our 
Curro Aurora learners start to feel better in their bodies, they may feel more inspired, motivated, or 
confident. This can lead to positive changes in other areas of their lives.  
 
We encourage all learners to participate in sports or fitness and conditioning. It’s important to get 
moving when we spend so much time learning online! 
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MOUNTAIN BIKING 

The mountain biking season started on Saturday, 13 March at the Curro mountain bike event held 
at Curro Academy The Blyde in Pretoria. The high school riders formed part of Curro Aurora's 33 
fearless high and primary school participants. Curro Aurora had the largest entry of all the 
participating Curro schools.  

The competition was fierce with riders 
coming from all over Gauteng and parts 
of the Northern Cape to compete in the 
event. The Curro mountain biking event 
was designed to give learners and 
teams from all Curro schools an 
opportunity to compete and test their 
skills on a mountain biking track. Curro 
Aurora achieved phenomenal results 
and did exceptionally well with the 
following high school learners placing in 
their respective races: 

Sub Junior Girls (13-14) 

• Keira Turner 2nd  

• Jordan Cook 4th  

 

Sub Junior Boys (13-14) 

• Zaine Niemand 7th  

• Alexander Buckle 8th  

• Dylan Budler 9th  

 

Youth Boys (15-16) 

• Cameron Strauss 4th  

 

Junior Men (17-19) 

• Dylan Williams 8th  

 

 

Well done to all learners who represented Curro Aurora!  

This was a great experience for our mountain bike team members. 
The team will now start preparing for the Spur Mountain Biking 
League.  

The next C2R event is set to take place at Curro Aurora on 
Saturday, 15 May. 
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GOLF: 
 

 
Kim Turgut (Grade 12) is congratulated on the following achievements:  
 

• 6th at the Gauteng North Golf Union Junior Girls Championship 
at Waterkloof Golf Club on Sunday, 31 January.  

• 3rd at the North West Women’s Golf Championships at 
Pecanwood Golf & Country Club on Saturday, 27 and Sunday, 
28 March.  

• Tie-3rd by virtue of advancing to the semi-finals of the match 
play at the KwaZulu-Natal Championship, that recently took 
place at Victoria Country Club. 

 
 
EQUESTRIAN: 
 
Rae-kyndra Ragoobeer participated in the Maple Ridge Showjumping Competition on Saturday, 20 
February. This was a SA Showjumping Graded & Training Show event. She is congratulated on 
finishing 1st & 2nd in her two Junior (u/18) 80cm events that included 30 riders!  
 

 
 
Rae-kyndra competed at the Erreplus President’s Cup 2021, that took place at Maple Ridge on 
Sunday, 14 March. This event is regarded the most prestigious graded national event on the  
SA Showjumping annual calendar. She competed with her horse, Capital Crusader, in the Junior 
(u/18) 90cm Championship class. Rae-kyndra is congratulated on securing 5th place amongst 24 
top equestrian riders! 



 

 
13 

VIRTUAL CURRO CUP: 
 
Curro sports have created a virtual platform that creates an opportunity for participants and teams 
of various sporting codes to compete against other Curro schools. These events will take place 
throughout the year. Some of these events have already started. 
 
 
CURRO CHESS ONLINE LEAGUE TOURNAMENT:  

 
 
 
The first of the Curro Chess online tournaments took place 
on Saturday, 27 February.  
 
We congratulate all who participated and those who 
finished in the top ten placings per age-group:  
 
• u/20: Nathan Phiri (5th) & Dylan Williams (7th)  

• u/16: Aditya Huri (7th)  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
VIRTUAL CURRO CUP: ATHLETICS & SWIMMING: 
 
Curro is hosting virtual athletics and swimming events.  
 
Learners from the various Curro schools will participate in events 
at their own schools.  
 
Curro Aurora had Inter-House events and will submit the results 
as part of the Curro Cup. Some of these events are still taking 
place and the results will be formalised and announced next term. 
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CYCLING:  
 
Joshua Dike (Grade 11) represented the junior endurance team as part of the South African Cycling 
Team that competed at the African Track Championships in Egypt from Wednesday, 10 to Saturday, 
13 March. 
 
Joshua and the team achieved the following places: 

 

• Junior Men Team Pursuit (4 per team race over 16 
laps: 4km): Gold 

• Junior Men The Madison (2 per team race over 80 
laps: 20km. The team gain positional points on 
every 10th lap): Gold 

• Junior Men Points Race (individual event over 80 
laps: 20km. The rider gains positional points on 
every 10th lap): Bronze 

• Junior Individual Pursuit (individual solo race 
against the clock over 12 laps: 3km): 5th 

• Junior Elimination Race (individual race in which 
the rider placed last on every second lap gets 
eliminated): 8th  

• Junior Omnium (Individual event with points 
accrued from the scratch, the tempo, the 
elimination and the points races: 5th  

• Junior Scratch Race (Individual race over 30 laps: 
7,5 km): 8th  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joshua is congratulated on a 
phenomenal performance throughout 
the championships! 
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS PROGRAMME  
 

• This programme is subject to change depending on changing sport protocols   
 

 
 

SERVICE 
Mrs S van Dyk 

 
On Saturday 27 February, 14 Curro Aurora learners 
joined forces with JustOneThing365 to clean-up the 
Braamfontein spruit. 
 
Together they collected 40 bags of trash including a car 
bumper, two computers, a full set of keys, a padded 
jacket, and a fridge!  
 
Thank you to the parents who joined and those who 
allowed their kids to become planet warriors. 
 
 

Sport Teacher in charge  Days and Times Practice/ 
Fitness & Conditioning 

Fitness and 
Conditioning:  

Ms N Webb & 
Mr C Hourquebie 

Monday & Thursday: 
14:45-15:30 

Fitness & Conditioning 

Cheerleading: Mr S Krause  Monday, Thursday & 
Friday: 

15:00-16:30 

Fitness & Conditioning 

Boys’ & Girls’ 
Hockey: 

Mrs N van Biljon   Monday & Thursday: 
15:00-16:00 

Practice 
No sharing of equipment 

Netball: Ms I Strydom  Monday & Thursday: 
15:00-16:00 

Fitness & Conditioning 

Rugby: Mr W Hammond  Monday & Thursday: 
15:00-16:00 

Fitness & Conditioning 

Street Dance  Ms M Chou  Thursday:  
15:00-16:00 

Practice 

Swimming Mrs W Longwitz Monday & Thursday: 
15:00-16:00 

Practice 
 

Boys’ and Girls’ 
Tennis: 

Mr A Neethling &  
Mrs J Tobin  

 

Monday & Wednesday: 
15:00-16:00 

Practice 
No sharing of equipment 
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                CURRO’s LOVE CAUSE  

 
WEARING A MASK TO SCHOOL 
Mrs SJ Olivier 

 
A mask MUST be worn at all times.  Remember 
that your cloth mask must have a minimum of two 
layers. You may not re-use a single use mask. 
Always wear your mask correctly! The mask must 
cover your nose and your mouth and fit snugly 
over the bridge of your nose and against the sides 
of your face. 
 
Before you put your mask on, wash or sanitise 
your hands properly.  

 
Remember that you must wear your mask when you arrive at the school gate to have your  
temperature checked and recorded. Avoid touching your mask while you are wearing it.  
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CONTACT DETAILS OF SCHOOL MANAGEMENT AND GRADE HEADS:  
 

Receptionist 
Cindy Duma Cindy.D3@curro.co.za 

 

Head of High School Dion Kotze 
 

Dion.K@curro.co.za 
 

FET Phase Head Sarah-Jane Olivier 
 

Sarah-Jane.O01@curro.co.za 

Snr Phase Head Donne Valkenburg 
 

Donne.V1@curro.co.za 

Head of Sport Adrian Ferreira Adrian.F@curroholdings.co.za 
 

Head of Culture Saskia Snyders Saskia.S@curro.co.za 
 

 
Grade 12 Heads 

Judy Beeston Judy.B@curroholdings.co.za 
 

Anita Bornman 
 

Anita.B@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 11 Heads 

Janine Tobin Janine.T@curro.co.za 
 

Geneva Schmidt 
 

Geneva.G1@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 10 Heads 

Kelsey Gallon  Kelsey.G2@curro.co.za 
 

Loutjie de Wet Loutjie.D@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 9 Heads 

Kyla Hayter Kyla.H@curro.co.za 

Warrick Hammond Warrick.H@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 8 Heads 

Hayley Dawson Hayley.D2@curo.co.za 

Craig Hourquebie Craig.H2@curro.co.za 

 
We wish you and your loved ones continued health – please keep safe.  

 

May this holiday be a time of reflection and family time, in a world which 
is so conflicted and bewildering.  

The holiday is not a long one, and I hope that you have time to rest, 
recuperate and have fun with your loved ones – please keep safe. 

 
Dion Kotze 
Head of High School 
 

mailto:Dion.K@curro.co.za
mailto:Sarah-Jane.O01@curro.co.za
mailto:Donne.V1@curro.co.za
mailto:Adrian.F@curroholdings.co.za
mailto:Saskia.S@curro.co.za
mailto:Judy.B@curroholdings.co.za
mailto:Anita.B@curro.co.za
mailto:Janine.T@curro.co.za
mailto:Kelsey.G2@curro.co.za
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