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Dear Parents, Guardians & Learners 

February is often referred to as the month of LOVE because of Valentine’s Day on 14 February.  

I have always been amazed that we single out one day to show our appreciation of loved ones. The 
United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 4 February as the International Day of Human 
Fraternity and in these times we need — perhaps more than ever before — to recognise the valuable 
contribution of people of all cultures and beliefs to humanity and the contribution that dialogue 
among all groups can make towards an improved awareness and understanding of the common 
values shared by all humankind. If 2020 taught us one thing, it was that we have to acknowledge 
that tolerance, pluralistic tradition, mutual respect and the daily care we show  for one another 
promote human fraternity.   

Pretty soon we will see a flurry of teenage activity as boys and girls want to acknowledge and 
celebrate those “special people” in their lives. It is important that we all observe all the necessary 
COVID regulations during this time – show your love by keeping your distance. This is also the ideal 
opportunity to reach out to people beyond our normal friendship groups or community.  

There is deep concern regarding acts that undermine the spirit of tolerance and respect for others, 
especially at a time when the world confronts the crisis caused by the Coronavirus disease (COVID-
19) pandemic. A simple smile or “hello” can brighten up another person’s day easily.  

Covid19 and its effects will be with us all for a long time still – 
many of us have lost loved ones or endured financial and 
emotional hardship.  

The sacrifices that we as a nation and as a global community 
have made are immense and far-reaching.  

My request for 2021 is therefore a straightforward one: let us 
sharpen up on our manners as this forms the basis of our 
interaction with others.  

 

Let us greet one another politely and have patience with one another. Let us address issues in a 
direct, but respectful manner, and work together to build further on the sense of community that 
came forward so strongly during 2020. 

Let us love one another as brothers and sisters of the Human Fraternity.  

 

 

Date:  5 February 2021 Issue no.:  4 
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ACADEMIC ARRANGEMENTS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

(subject to change) 

 

Grade 10,11 and 12 (FET Phase): 
 

To limit numbers on campus and ensure that more bigger venues are available for teaching, we will 
continue with reduced capacity measures in Grades 10 and 11: 

• Grade 11 learners are to be at school for face-to-face teaching on days 1; 3; 5; 7 and 9 and 
continue with online hybrid learning on days 2; 4; 6; 8 and 10 and rotate with Grade 10 learners. 
This will limit the number of bodies on campus for each day. 

• Grade 10 learners are to be at school for face-to-face teaching on days 2; 4; 6; 8 and 10 and 
continue with online hybrid learning on days 1; 3; 5; 7 and 9. This will limit the number of bodies 
on campus for each day. 

• After each two-week cycle, the attendance days will swap. Please refer to the Assessment 
Planner for a quick reference to online and in-person days. 

• For all learners to be taught by their teachers at school, we will be following our normal 
timetable, practicing social distancing as far as possible and making use of bigger venues for 
bigger groups whenever possible. 

• The group of learners at school will receive the daily teaching face to face, learners not at school 
will receive the same teaching via MS Teams, online.  

 
ONLINE and On-CAMPUS LEARNERS NEED TO BE IN TUTOR CLASS BY 07:45 PLEASE – 
LEARNERS WHO ARE LATE FOR TUTOR CLASS WILL BE MARKED AS ABSENT AND WILL 
BE RECORDED AS SUCH ON END-OF-TERM REPORTS. 

 

 
 
Grade 8 and 9 (Senior Phase): 
 

• 50% of Senior Phase learners in a tutor class will therefore be at school on any specific day.  
This limits the number of bodies and allow for the increased social distancing required on campus 
for each day.  
 

• For all learners to be taught by their teachers at school, we will be following a normal two-week 
cycle whereby each class is split into two groups, Group A and B.  
Schedule from Monday 8 February:  
 

o Group B will have face-to-face classes on days 2; 4; 6; 8 and 10 and online classes on 

days 1; 3; 5; 7 and 9. 

o Group A will have face-to face classes on days 1; 3; 5; 7 and 9 and online classes on 

days 2; 4; 6; 8; 10.  

• After a two-week cycle, the groups will swop – Grade Heads will keep learners informed and 
cycle rotation schedules have been posted on Teams grade groups – for learners to reference. 
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SCHOOL CAMPUS  PROCEDURES: 
 

• The wearing of cloth masks is compulsory. The wearing of screens will only be permitted if 
worn with a mask. 

• The sanitising of hands remains a priority. Sanitiser is provided by the school, but we also 
encourage learners to carry their own.  

• Social distancing must always be adhered to. Staff will be on duty to enforce this rule. In 
classes where laboratory desks are in use, dividers will be used to ensure social distancing. At 
this stage, spectators will not be permitted to observe extra-murals.  

• Movement on the campus will be minimised as far as possible.  

• Presently, as per the SOP, learners are not permitted to get changed for PE, sport, or any other 
extra-curricular activities during the school day. We kindly ask that learners attend school 
wearing appropriate sportswear on sport and PE days as per teacher instructions. 

 
All COVID19 safety protocols that have been instituted will still be 
in effect. We need parents’ support to emphasise the 
importance of adhering to safety regulations. Though 
teachers do follow the sanitising protocol between lessons, and 
the cleaning staff sanitise classrooms at breaks and after school, 
it is only prudent that learners take on the responsibility of 
looking after their own health too – the educational value of this 
cannot be over-emphasised. 
 
Learners are also encouraged to bring their own sanitising wipes 
or spray to use as they move about. 
 

Learners with comorbidities in the family who are not at school will continue to receive the same 
teaching via MS Teams. Please notify your Grade Head of any comorbidities within the family, 
necessitating online learning. Our online schooling will continue in terms of our commitment 
that no child is left behind: 

• Our goal is to include all our learners and families, and any special provisions necessary will be 
made to ensure a continuation of learning for all the children under our care. 

• We will continue uploading work for those still in lockdown to ensure that no work is missed by 
the learners during this time. 

• We ask all learners to commit to their studies to ensure that they keep up to date with their 
curriculum and assignments. 

• Should you / the school be affected by load shedding, lesson recordings or learning material will 
be made available via MS Teams for access by the learners when possible.  

 
Please note that teachers are available for assistance on various platforms, including Microsoft 
Teams, WhatsApp, e-mail, ITSI and MyHub. We are using this multi-platform approach as we realise 
that our parents and learners have different access capabilities, restricted by the availability of 
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devices or data. Please note that Microsoft Teams is our preferred platform for communication 
with learners.  
 
We invite parents and/or learners to contact subject teachers, Grade Heads or members of the 
Senior Management Team with any queries or guidance – you are more than welcome. 
 
If you are feeling overwhelmed or unsure of what to do, please ask for assistance. You are never 
alone, and everyone is here to help you make the most of your time at Curro Aurora and become 
your own success story. 

 

GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

1.  Learners must take responsibility for their academics by attending all online lessons, 

completed tasks and assessments by due dates given, and communicating timeously 

with their teachers should they experience any difficulties. Remaining up-to-date with 

work is essential.  

2. Online learners need to be ready to start classes at their regular school time each day 

for the whole day – classes will follow the current timetable. Tutor lessons will be used 

to communicate grade-specific information. 

3. Learners who do not have access or who have limited access to internet/laptops must 

please inform their respective Grade Heads. 

4. Specific arrangements in terms of extra-mural activities to be communicated.  

5. Attendance at all classes is mandatory.  

6. Laptops and cell phones are to be fully charged each morning, ready for the day’s 

classes. If learners experience difficulty during the day, admin and IT staff can be 

contacted for assistance or contact: servicedesk@curro.co.za or 087 285 1699.  

7. Learners who are struggling must contact their teachers or Grade Heads via Teams.  

8. Learners must ensure that all learning material is available to ensure continuity of 

learning.  
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Enjoyment and achievement in Technology class! 

Mrs Linda Headley 

Curro Aurora’s enterprising Grade 8 learners started the year 
off by building bridges to get to grips with structural integrity.  
 
Creativity is evident as they planned and executed their own 
designs. 
 
Technology is an important all-round subject, taught across the 
world as education to live safely and progress logically. 
 
Well done Grade 8s for excellent work, done under trying 
circumstances! 
 
Left: Nolwazi Buthelezi and Nathan Matthews, both in 8E2, are 
two of our aspiring young designers. 
 
 

 
 
Right: Some of the sturdy, well designed bridges. 
 
 

CULTURE 
 
Curro CAS 2021 
 
Calling all creatives! Grab this opportunity. 
 

Curro CAS 2021 is here to create a platform where you can 
engage with the world in a meaningful and creative way; for you to 
have a creative outlet; and where you can perform, sing, dance, 
make, draw, tweet, photograph, paint, play, write, code, film, 
CREATE. 
 
Curro Aurora High School has participated for the past two years 
and we have been one of the most successful schools. Be part of 
this winning creative team and sign up now. Entries have opened 
and will stay open until 26 February. 
 
If you are interested in signing up and becoming part of Curro 
Aurora High School’s legacy of remarkable creatives, then join the 

Curro CAS MS Team with the following code: 8z38uuy 

 
Let’s Create! 
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HS Choir 2021 – Mr Janus will take us to the next level! JOIN NOW! 
 
 
If there are any learners interested in joining the High School choir, 
please send your names to Ms Hayter on MS Teams or on email at 
kyla.h@curro.co.za 
It ain’t over until the [choir] sings. 
 

 
 
Dramatic Arts – Grade 10 
The new Dramatic Arts learners have started to explore the intricacies and complexities of Greek 
Theatre and how it may be perceived as the origin of Western Drama. As part of this journey, the 
learners were introduced to Dionysus, the god of fertility and wine, as well as the rituals associated 
with him. They have learnt about the dithyrambs that were sung in honour of Dionysus. To make it 
more personal and relevant, the learners were asked to write their own poem in honour of someone 
or something in their lives so that they may reflect on the good, the influential and the positive. The 
drama class would like to share some of their poems with our Curro community. 
 
Poem 1 – by Christabel Akpoduado 
Your peace is like the dew that settles in after the rain,  
Fragrant and soothing to the senses and the mind 
You comfort me in my darkest moments and take away my pain.  
Your love is patient, long-suffering and kind.   
  
When I think of your grace and compassion  
My heart dances with joy.  
Your words aren’t fruitless- you take action  
You’ve defeated the one who aims only to kill, steal and destroy.   
  
Your love is unlike any other.  
You knew most would not accept you  
Still, you gave your life to save another  
And on that cross you did what you were born to do.  
  
So yes, I will praise you and tell the world of your love  
Even at the cost of the world’s persecution and hatred  
I will set my mind on things above.   
For I know soon I shall meet the One whose glory can never be understated.   
 
Poem 2 – by S’Qalo Amandla Nhleko 
 
My Hero - dedicated to her grandmother 
My sweet love 
They say my smile is a reflection of yours 
How my dimples show the everlasting bond we share 
And how our relationship is unique and cannot be compared 

mailto:kyla.h@curro.co.za
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My sweet love 
You are a treasure beyond mine 
Your helping hand is that of a vine 
That places itself there for others to grow 
They say you reap what you sow 
And if so you deserve all the love in the world 
A few diamonds, a few pearls 
 
My sweet love 
No matter how far you are 
My love for you will never part 
I will never leave you, no 
But just know that you, my sweet love,  
Are my hero. 
 
Poem 3 – by Luka Hamilton 
It takes a lot to be successful 
Sometimes it can even be stressful 
But many have tried 
Some have succeeded  
Did it from the bottom 
Bottom of the class 
Lower than middle class 
Even lower than low class 
But he did it 
Diligence, perseverance, knowledge and motivation  
That last one is the one many people don’t have 
But this one man, part of the some, somehow kept going 
Something I strive to have one day 
 

SPORT 
Mr Adrian Ferreira 

 
Curro Aurora has set goals to improve the overall fitness of our learners and create and/or enhance 
a healthier lifestyle.  
 

Considering this, we encourage all learners to continue with 
in Mr Hourquebie’s beneficial and fun Fitness Friday 
sessions. To those learners who have not taken the 
opportunity to participate, it’s never too late to begin. These 
sessions are sent to all learners via the various staff/learner 
communication groups and appear on the Curro Aurora 
Facebook page on a weekly basis. Learners that do any 
other fitness or exercise regimens, are also encouraged to 
maintain these activities.  
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Mr Craig Hourquebie and Ms Nicole Webb will also be offering fitness and conditioning sessions to 
learners and teams on campus. These sessions are informative and beneficial to the participants’ 
fitness levels, and fun to do. These sessions will include cardio-based fitness and strength based 
functional training. 
 
Very few sports are permitted at this stage so this means that all learners who would have been 
participating in their chosen sports are encouraged to participate in the fitness and conditioning 
programme. This programme is not limited to the sports participants and anyone may attend.  
 
These sessions resumed on Monday,8 February 2021 and take place on the following days to allow 
learners at least session per week given the platooning system: 
 

• Mondays and Thursdays: 14:45 to 15:30 

• Only learners who attend school on one or both days can participate.  
 
Please note the following arrangements and protocols to be adhered to: 
 

• Learners to meet at the Lapa 10 minutes before the scheduled start.  

• Learners must be collected immediately after their activity is finished.  

• School bags must be taken with learners to the Lapa and placed within the allocated bag 
zone.  

• Bags must be placed 1,5 metres apart.  

• No child will be allowed back into class to collect their belongings as classrooms get fogged 
in the afternoons.  

• Each teacher will have the following: Sanitiser bottle, signage on safety guidelines, 
screening forms and thermometer.  

• All learners attending must be screened by the allocated teacher.  

• The Covid19 Compliance Record must be used for the recording of temperature. 

• All learners must return the Covid19 Declaration form to the teacher at the screening.  

• This must be done at the first session. 

• Learners cannot participate without handing in the form.  

• No learners may use the changing rooms and need to come to school in appropriate 
sportswear. 
 

• A social distance of 1,5 metres must always be 
applied. 

• Specific safety protocols will be applied at the 
respective codes.  

• Learners must bring their own water bottles. No 
sharing of water bottles will be allowed. Masks must 
be worn to the screening station. Once screened, 
masks can be removed while doing exercises with 
the permission of the teacher, provided that the 1,5 
metre social distancing is applied. 
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GOLF – ALUMNI NEWS 
 
Kieron van Wyk (Class of 2020) played in the South African 
Stroke Play Championship that took place at Randpark Golf 
Club from Monday, 1 to Thursday, 4 February. This event 
included the top amateurs in the country. Kieron completed his 
four rounds in -19 to finish in 2nd place. He is congratulated on 
this outstanding performance!   
 

 
 2021 National English Olympiad – Change of Examination Date  
 

Because of recent changes to school term dates, the date of the 
English Olympiad examination must likewise be changed to ensure 
that teachers still have sufficient time to brief their candidates and 
to allow candidates to prepare themselves through group discussion 
and self-study.  
 
Following consultation with educators, Tuesday, 16 March 2021 
has been identified as the most appropriate day for the examination. 
This is fourteen days later than the original examination date. (Note: 
The length of the examination will be three hours, and the starting 
time will be communicated in due course). 
 

 
WEARING A MASK TO SCHOOL 
Mrs SJ Olivier 
 
A mask MUST be worn at all times.  Remember that your cloth mask must have a minimum of two 
layers. You may not re-use a single use mask. 

  
Always wear your mask correctly! The mask must cover your nose 
and your mouth and fit snugly over the bridge of your nose and 
against the sides of your face. 
 
Before you put your mask on, wash or sanitise your hands 
properly. 
 
Remember that you must wear your mask when you arrive at the 
school gate to have your temperature checked and recorded. 
 
Avoid touching your mask while you are wearing it.  
 
 

Make sure your mask fits correctly so that you do not need to adjust it.  
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If you do touch your mask, be sure to sanitise your hands immediately. 
 
When removing your mask, do not touch the front of the mask. 
 
Remove it by using the ties around your head or behind your ears. 
 
Wash your mask after every use.  
 

 
 
 
CONTACT DETAILS OF SCHOOL MANAGEMENT AND GRADE HEADS:  
 

Receptionist 
Cindy Duma Cindy.D3@curro.co.za 

 

Head of High School Dion Kotze 
 

Dion.K@curro.co.za 
 

FET Phase Head Sarah-Jane Olivier 
 

Sarah-Jane.O01@curro.co.za 

Snr Phase Head Donne Valkenburg 
 

Donne.V1@curro.co.za 

Head of Sport Adrian Ferreira Adrian.F@curroholdings.co.za 
 

Head of Culture Saskia Snyders Saskia.S@curro.co.za 
 

 
Grade 12 Heads 

Judy Beeston Judy.B@curroholdings.co.za 
 

Anita Bornman 
 

Anita.B@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 11 Heads 

Janine Tobin Janine.T@curro.co.za 
 

Geneva Schmidt 
 

Geneva.G1@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 10 Heads 

Kelsey Gallon  Kelsey.G2@curro.co.za 
 

Loutjie de Wet Loutjie.D@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 9 Heads 

Kyla Hayter Kyla.H@curro.co.za 

Warrick Hammond Warrick.H@curro.co.za 

 
Grade 8 Heads 

Hayley Dawson Hayley.D2@curo.co.za 

Craig Hourquebie Craig.H2@curro.co.za 

 

We wish you and your loved ones continued health – please keep safe. 
 

mailto:Dion.K@curro.co.za
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COMMUNITY SERVICE: get ready to show some love! More details to follow soon! 
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Yours in education, 
 

Dion Kotze 
Head of High School 
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