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Dear Parents/Guardians and Learners
I am sure I am not alone in feeling that this year has been both foot-draggingly long and yet it feels as if last
month was July. It is hard to believe that we have survived and often thrived through the year of this pandemic,
and that I am already writing about the end-of-year examinations.
We know you might be feeling stressed, overwhelmed and so very tired – we understand that, but we need
you to keep going. We are right behind you, cheering you on to the finish line. During the last month of school,
remember that nothing that happens now has to determine what happens next. The potential within each of
you is breath-taking, whether you have realised it or not. Life is going to be full of twists, turns and bumps. If
anything, 2020 has taught us that. Life may not turn out exactly the way we planned. But this is the beauty of
life: it is in the unexpected moments that the magic happens, so take notice of your disappointments – they
are often your greatest opportunities dressed in the best Halloween costume.
As you sit down for your final exams, we want you to know that these exams will test your memory and
understanding of a concept, not your intelligence. They’ll show you what you are capable of during one
particular hour of one particular day in one particular subject. It might be a subject that lights up your potential,
or it might not. And that’s okay. Education is powerful and what it will teach you is that setbacks are temporary,
disappointment doesn’t last, and enough courage can lift you out of anywhere. I think it’s safe to say you
have proved this repeatedly this year. Hopefully, the most important lesson this year has taught you, is that
you can learn anything and do anything when you put in the effort.
You each have incredible power to open all sorts of doors and shape the life you want. This power is yours
and nobody can take it from you.
All the best!
Your Curro Durbanville Wolfpack
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ACADEMICS
November Examinations 2021
Please refer to the letter that was sent to all parents on Thursday, 22 October, for details regarding the
November 2021 examinations. Please note that all examinations will be written at school. No online option is
available.
Please take not of the following dates:
Monday, 2 November

Grade 8: History workshop (Online)
Grade 9: Geography workshop (Online)
Grade 10: Start of examinations
Grade 11: Start of examinations

Tuesday, 3 November

Grade 8: Start of examinations
Grade 9: Natural Sciences workshop (Online)

Wednesday, 4 November

Grade 9: Natural Sciences Practical (Guardian class)

Monday, 9 November

Grade 8: Natural Sciences workshop (Online)

Tuesday, 10 November

Grade 8: Natural Sciences Practical (Guardian class)

Monday, 30 November

End of examinations

Tuesday, 1 December

Learners come to school to check marks

Wednesday, 9 December

Please take note of the change in date for the sending
out of reports. Reports will be sent out via MyHub @
12:00.
If you require a hard copy, please make arrangements
with your child’s guardian teacher.

Staying Safe and Healthy During Exam Time
As we approach the last stretch of our academic school year and enter our final examination period, it has
come to our attention that some of our learners may be planning a number of end-of-year celebrations and
get-togethers over weekends and between their exams.
While we understand that it has been an extraordinary year and many social activities had to be cancelled or
put on hold, we would like to caution against learners taking unnecessary risks by engaging in social events
that could increase the spread of COVID-19.
It would be unfortunate should any of these planned social events involving Curro Durbanville learners be
the cause of large-scale exposure to COVID-19. Our learners will run the risk of receiving an ‘incomplete’
examination result, which will be especially detrimental for our Grade 12s, as it will hinder their plans for 2021.
Over the past few weeks, our strict COVID-19 protocols at school have resulted in very little to no disruption,
as we have strived to keep our learners healthy and safe while at school. We kindly request that parents
assist us by keeping their children away from social events that could put them at risk. It is important not to
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forget that the COVID-19 global pandemic is still very much a risk factor and that it is our civil responsibility
to remain vigilant during this time.
GENERAL
World Knowledge Olympiad Results
The aim of the Olympiad is to test the general knowledge of learners from Grades 6 – 12 and encourage
them to access appropriate media sources to expand their knowledge and understanding of the world around
them. In so doing, learners develop 21st century skills such as curiosity, self-driven learning, personal
initiative and global awareness.
42 students from Curro Durbanville competed in the first round which consisted of an online, multiple choice
questionnaire. Holly Wigington (Grade 11) and Christopher Swart (Grade 11) qualified for the final round
which included schools from across the country. Holly Wigington placed 95th overall while Christopher Swart
placed 156th.
Congratulations to all the students involved, and we hope to see many more take part next year.
Applications for Honorary Colours
Applications for honorary colours are now open. Learners wishing to apply for Sport or Cultural colours should
please complete the attached application forms found on pages 12 – 22. Application forms and ALL
supporting documents must be submitted no later than Friday, 13 November 2020. Application forms for
Sport Colours should be submitted to Mr Darryl Christians (Head of Sport) and applications for Culture
Colours should be submitted to Ms Lize-Meri Amann (Head of Culture).
Micia Smit (Grade 11) wins Teen Miss Western Province 2020
Congratulations to our very own Micia Smit (Grade 11) who won the title of Teen Miss Western Province
2020. Micia has won a number of competitions over the years including Miss Pre-Teen Queen of the Universe
2015 and Miss Junior Teen SA last year. We are so proud of Micia!
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Grade 8 Information Evening 2021
On Tuesday, 27 October, we hosted our annual Grade 8 Information Evening. The evening was a great
success and highly informative. The Grade 7 parents and learners were introduced to everything our school
has to offer; from academic, sports and culture to the Learner Council, mentors and guardian teachers. We
cannot wait to meet our Grade 8s of 2021.
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SPORT
Cricket News – HPC One-on-One Training
Even though 2020 has been a year of turmoil and uncertainty, there has also been some good to come from
it. One of the highlights has been the opening of our High-Performance Centre on campus, and with it the
go-ahead to start one-on-one coaching at the indoor cricket nets.
The centre boasts four nets, with one being a specialist spin mat, as well as bowling machines. Currently we
have 71 boys receiving individual coaching a week. Small group sessions for various age groups have also
commenced. The boys are working hard to improve skills and technique in order to be ready for when
matches resume. All our coaches are trained in COVID-19 protocols and learners’ wellbeing is always
foremost to us. We are very excited for the future of cricket on our campus and look forward to when we can
be back on the playing field.

Cape Town Premier League Hockey
What an enjoyable two weekends of CPL hockey we have had. We can all agree that it was wonderful to be
back on the hockey field and be involved in the Inaugural CPL event. It was a well-organised tournament with
a lively atmosphere for all the players. The players and coaches appreciated being able to participate at this
level again.
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Tennis News
Three Curro Durbanville tennis players played in the Free State Growth Point tennis tournament this week.
This is their first major tournament after lockdown.
Louis Bierman (under 14) was unfortunately injured while he was playing for position 12 – 16 and had to
forfeit the match.
Kyler Hugo (under 19) made it to the quarter finals but unfortunately lost his match.
Celina Joseph (under 14) played brilliantly and achieved a second place in the tournament – a magnificent
achievement.

Swimming News
Two of our Curro Durbanville swimmers have achieved SA colours. We are extremely proud of Joanica
Kriegler (Grade 10), who has been selected for the South African Youth Para Swimming Squad.
Johan Malan (Grade 8) has been selected for Swim South Africa’s Junior Squad. Congratulations to both
these swimmers. These are exceptional achievements in swimming and a testament to their hard work and
dedication
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Athletics Testing
On Thursday, 22 October, the athletes of Curro Durbanville were taken through a series of tests by our
Durbanville Wellness Centre team: Carmen (biokineticist), Gabby (biokineticist), Lizaan (physiotherapist),
and Sean (strength and conditioning coach). The athletes were tested on their balance, upper and lower
body strength, core, as well as their speed and cardiovascular strength. These results will be used as a
baseline to track improvements in strength, power, speed and performance and help them build a stronger
foundation.
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STAFF MATTERS
Congratulations to Mr Mike Schmitz
A big congratulations to Mr Schmitz who got engaged to his girlfriend, Katharina Meisinger, on Saturday, 24
October. We wish you a lifetime of happiness!

Congratulations to Ms Joni Stoop and her husband
Ms Stoop and her husband have recently received the wonderful news that they will be bringing their bubbly
baby girl to her forever home this week. We cannot wait to welcome Lily Grace Stoop to the Curro family!
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Staff Birthdays
The following staff members celebrated their birthdays in October. We wish them a happy birthday and hope
their socially-distanced birthdays were very memorable!
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Thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards

________________________
Ms K Human
Newsletter: Coordinator

________________________
Mr R Stroebel
Head: High School

________________________
Ms J Swart
Editor

________________________
Mr DD van Zyl
Executive Head
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