Date: 18 September 2020

Issue no.: 28 – CAB Term 3

Dear Curro Aurora parents and learners
“Excellence is not a destination; it is a continuous journey that never ends” Mark Twain
“You can’t cross the sea merely by standing and staring at the water.” Chinese proverb

As we reach the end of Term 3, I would like to thank every learner, staff member and parent for the
manner in which they have embraced and adjusted to the changes we were forced to make after
the COVID19 lock down was announced in late March 2020. Without a collaborative approach and
effort, the successful implementation of the systems and procedure, designed to keep us safe, would
not have been possible. We believe that we have done, and will continue to do, our very best to
minimize the risks of COVID-19 transmission, and we will reasonably expect all members of our
community to do the same as we head on into Term 4.

As a school we remain sensitive to the needs of our community and we will continue to be in regular
communication with all stakeholders as we move into the last term of 2020. The conditions of living
with a pandemic have placed a burden on many, if not all persons, and educational institutions are
no exception. In seeking to ensure the safety of learners and staff, we note again that we will
continue to monitor directives from health and government officials while we gradually open our
schools to welcome back more learners on a full-time basis. We hope to have all our learners back
at school full time by mid-October while hybrid teaching will still be available for learners with
comorbidities.

Soon after the start of Term 4 the Grade 12 learners will start writing their final NSC examinations.
This is an important time for all matriculants, and I would like to underline the importance of using
every possible opportunity to prepare for the upcoming exams. This has indeed been a difficult year
for Grade 12 learners who were looking forward to their final year at school. For many Grade 12
learners the final year of high school is a memorable time that was rudely interrupted by COVID19.

The manner in which they adjusted to the COVID reality is however commendable!
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I would therefore like to congratulate our Grade 12’s with the remarkable manner in which they
managed to focus on the task at hand while not being able to interact and engage normally for
almost five months. We wish you all the best for the two months ahead!

Well done to all the Curro Aurora learners who grabbed the opportunities that presented itself during
lockdown and who excelled in a wide variety of activities whether sport, culture or community
service. Curro Create, the Curro Minecraft Challenge and our fantastic Mandela Day initiative comes
to mind. These achievements are highlighted and celebrated in the school specific sections of the
Term 3 CAB.

Thank you to the remarkable Curro Aurora teachers for going the extra mile to ensure our learners
stay on track. Thanks to you all our learners will have the opportunity to complete the 2020 academic
year successfully. Your passion and love for our school, and every learner we work with, continue
to inspire and change lives!

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the two Curro Aurora staff families who lost loved ones during
Term 3 – we remain sorry for your loss. May you continue to find peace in His presence.
To every learner, staff member and parent – please enjoy the term-end break and use the time to
re-connect with family and friends.

JC Engelbrecht
Executive Head
Curro Aurora
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Dear Parent / Learner
The past two terms have been extraordinary. What defines us during this Covid-19 pandemic period
is the courage, creativity and resilience with which parents, learners and teachers have responded
to the challenge, rather than the intrinsic nature of the challenge itself. Whilst I do not want to dwell
too much upon the unprecedented challenges of recent months, I do want to share with you my
admiration for the courage and resilience that all members of this community have demonstrated of
late. As we now begin to emerge from the other side of this crisis, we do so in the sure knowledge
that those bonds which have been forged in adversity have only served to enrich and intensify our
relationships with one and other. We have inspired one other to live with hope and face the future
in the sure knowledge that we will emerge from this in a stronger position than ever before. We have
not simply survived; we have grown together and thrived together during these most testing of
times.

I am immeasurably proud of the Curro Aurora teachers and I marvel at their resourcefulness and
the compassionate solicitude that they have demonstrated for all our learners. In countless ways,
they have revealed the depth of their love for Curro Aurora. They have moved proverbial mountains
during recent months and have done so with grace and kindness. All our teachers have adapted to
online teaching incredibly successfully – always seeking to ‘go the extra mile’ in order to maximise
learning opportunities for our children. I am proud of them, grateful to them and humbled by them.
Staff have embraced digital technology with a speed and enthusiasm which is indicative of their
strong commitment to professional development. Indeed, we have an energised body of teachers
who bring with them extensive experience.

Never have we valued our independence more than at this current point in time because it has
enabled us to make decisions which are right for our learners. Educationally and in terms of our
response to COVID-19, we choose to lead rather than to follow. There is an inevitability that many
of our parents have endured economic hardship of late and your continued support for Curro Aurora
humbles us. It is never taken for granted and we are honored that you have chosen to become
members of this wonderful community. At this point in our history, your unshakeable confidence and
faith in our ethos, values and sense of purpose is valued.
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SCHOOL CALENDAR
All Curro schools will adhere to the term dates which our Executive Head recently announced:

Grades R to 12
Term 2
1 April – 31 May
(ONLINE ONLY)
1 June – 26 June
(BLENDED
APPROACH)

Days

Term 3

(40)

6 July – 23 Sep

19

(BLENDED
APPROACH)

Days

Term 4

Days

Total
days
126

57

5 Oct – 9 Dec

50
(166)

The last day of school is scheduled for 9 December at this stage, but some learners will finish a bit
earlier, depending on the examination timetable which we will compile as soon as we have a final
version of the Grade 12 timetable as it impacts on venue availability.
Our online schooling will continue in terms of our commitment that no child is left behind:
•

Our goal is to include all our learners and families, and any special provisions necessary will be
made to ensure a continuation of learning for all the children under our care;

•

We will continue uploading work for those still in lockdown to ensure that no work is missed by
the learners during this time;

•

We ask all learners to commit to their studies to ensure that they keep up to date with their
curriculum and assignments as much as possible till such time as their grades are able to return
to the classroom.

SCHOOL UNIFORM
Matrics: School uniform is to be worn on Mondays and Fridays, allowing enough time to have the
uniform cleaned. Grade 11s wear unform on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Should you (the
learner) have PE on a Monday or a Friday, please wear your full school tracksuit with blue pride Tshirt. We ask that learners are dressed neatly (and warmly) for school please.
Grade 8 to 10 learners will only be on campus every other day, therefore learners are required to
wear school uniform.
Please also note that normal hair and nail regulations still apply– let’s look neat and tidy, ready
for school.
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FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS’ DESKS
I asked our teachers for their thoughts on teaching during / post lockdown. Herewith a few
responses:
Robyn Habib:
Teaching during the 2020 pandemic has been interesting to say the least. Whilst the stress and administrative load
has exploded and caused sleepless nights, working from home - or in the comparative quiet of the small groups – has
also offered an opportunity for introspection and a ‘pause’ button on the physical ‘rat race’ life has become. I am
hopeful that moving forward we will remember the importance of slowing down, of taking time out, and of spending
time with those we love – away from the rat race.
Donne Valkenburg:
Children need to interact with other children and with their teachers. Teachers need to see and interact with their learners
too. Social interaction is vital to emotional and academic well-being.
Jannie Viljoen:
Teaching during and after lockdown has been tough because learners got used to a huge amount of freedom at home,
which didn’t always translate into a good work ethic. Practical subjects are extremely difficult to teach if learners are not
physically in front of you. This also goes for digital submission of work as a lot of detail and nuance is lost in a photo
when submitted instead of the actual work. The atmosphere in a creative class is lost on someone working by
themselves from home – nothing to inspire you or give you a fresh look at something.
Elisabeth Nicholson:
I realised how adaptable I was and in the space of one week I made changes to my way of teaching and forced out of
my comfort zone by lockdown. I realised that I am a social being and really missed my daily face-to-face interaction with
the leaners and fellow colleagues - I will not take our quick coffee breaks for granted ever again.
Elma Bezuidenhout:
Hybrid/online teaching is an excellent way in which the learning process can still happen despite all the Covid-19
restrictions. Amidst all predictions that we wouldn’t be able to finish the syllabus, we completed the syllabus. The online
teaching is successful when learners have a sound work ethic (and there is no loadshedding).
Judy Beeston:
This has been a crazy time. A time for adapting quickly to online teaching and looking at what will work better for the
future, throwing out the old stuff that does not have a place anymore. It has been a time of missing family, but I am
thankful for technology and Zoom chats and mostly being grateful for the health and financial stability of my entire family,
even my 84-year-old dad!
Kyla Hayter:
2020 has certainly brought about many challenges that none of us could ever have thought to prepare for. Online
teaching and platforms were always there to use to assist teaching and then within a few weeks they had to become
our primary line. I can truly say that one thing that amazed me more than anything was our learners’ resilience and
adaptability. They found their footing so quickly. As learners started returning and started participating more when online,
life has started to feel whole again. I truly hope every learner knows just how much they mean to all their teachers.
Lockdown has shown that there truly is no such thing as CAN’T and just how close a family we truly are at Curro Aurora.
Ilse Strydom:
It has been the most challenging and most insightful experience for me yet. I learned a lot of new things about teaching
in general and I will never take a full class of noisy learners for granted again. Also – technology is an amazing thing!
Lashantha Reddy:
As a Life Sciences teacher, I first felt apprehensive about teaching online and I am certain my learners felt the same
about learning online, but I saw this as an opportunity to create new ways of engagement with my learners to make
positive and rewarding experiences. At first, I found it difficult to establish connections online, and I learned from teaching
face-to-face in a classroom that connection is key to learner engagement. With all the uncertainty this year, many
learners crave a constant environment and I hope that my lessons provide this for them.
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Sarah-Jane Olivier:
The shift to online learning has been an opportunity to learn new skills, become more adaptable, and to reflect on my
teaching practice. At the very core of it, it has reminded me how much I enjoy the daily face-to-face interaction with my
learners.
Nicole Webb:
Lockdown teaching was rather “nightmarish” for me. The teaching was not the difficult part, it was the handling of a twoyear-old child while trying to teach that I found immensely challenging. Some lessons ran smoothly without interruption,
whilst other lessons had numerous breaks due to a demanding toddler. There were some funny moments with that too.
My bags were the first to be packed when I heard we could return to school.
Gerard Appelman:
Like every other teacher, my job has changed drastically over the past couple of months. Standing in front of 24 kids to
share my passion for computers every day is what I love most about teaching. Dealing with not being able to do that
has been a massive adjustment, but, like everyone, I got used to the ‘new normal’.
Mia Peyper:
After almost three and a half decades of teaching, learning new methods and teaching styles taught me that we are
students for the rest of our lives. The day you stop learning you grow old. The only constant in life is not taxes, it is
change and a dynamic life is so much more interesting that the monotony of doing the same thing as in the past!
Maria Chou:
Teaching in 2020 feels like teaching for the first time again – it has been nothing short of challenging, however, one
learns quickly when out of the comfort zone.
Gary Blieden:
While 2020 has been a most challenging year for us all, it has clearly shown how important a working knowledge of
computers is these days. Without the ability to remote teach online, I would not have been able to succeed. And for that
I am truly thankful.
Anando Neethling:
Thinking back life was a lot simpler before lockdown. There were no restrictions, Uber eats was something I’ve never
used, and teaching was normal like any other school environment. During lockdown, teaching online was quite a
challenge, based on how we needed to drastically restructure our lessons. Now after lockdown, as life is slowly returning
to normal while getting better day by day with the hybrid teaching approach. I am certain that no University course could
have prepared me for teaching science in a global pandemic.
Hester Lindeque:
I thought it would be nice if it was quiet and peaceful on campus. What an eerie feeling when teachers were at school
and no kids! Now I realise how much I enjoy the buzz on campus.
Wendy Longwitz:
I have found this time to be very challenging and stressful as one has no control over learner’s books and cannot see
body language to assess if more consolidation is needed. The constant following up asking for work to be submitted is
quite a task. I am enjoying seeing and teaching more learners who are attending school as I believe that face-to-face
teaching produces better results.
Susan van Dyk:
The year of change: Our ability to adapt and overcome obstacles has become less of an issue as proper problem solving
has become a greater focus in our day-to-day lives. To instill agility in our thinking (and planning) will equip us for the
foreseeable future, as the only constant, is change. We need to stay able and we need to stay ‘woke’.
Henri van Rooyen:
One again there is proof that humans can adapt to anything, and when they can’t, teachers will be there to show them
how.
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Mariam Saloojee:
Teaching online is a real challenge. I miss the communication and the back and forth between the students and myself.
I miss the scientific discussions between lessons and general friendly nature of in-person education. I am really proud
of my students for being able to adapt and I really think that their efforts build a strong character for 21 century
occupations.

LOADSHEDDING
Should you / the school be affected by load shedding, lessons will be made available via MS Teams for
access by the learners when possible. We monitor attendance and logging into classes and downloading
of material and recordings by using the INSIGHT app.

COVID-19 ARRANGEMENTS
Please pay a visit to our website for the latest on Curro during the time of COVID-19.

https://www.curro.co.za/covid-19/
Curro Aurora has implemented the necessary safety precautions and
procedures as detailed in our Standard Operating Procedures document.
WE URGE ALL TEACHERS, PARENTS AND LEARNERS TO ADHERE TO
THE SAFETY MEASURES.
SOCIAL DISTANCING, THE WEARING OF MASKS AND SANITISING IS
NON-NEGOTIABLE. LEARNERS MUST ALSO PLEASE BRING PERSONAL
SANITISER / WIPES TO SCHOOL TO ADD ANOTHER MEASURE FOR
PERSONAL PROTECTION.
Please remember to inform the school of any comorbidities within your family – this must be done
by contacting each child’s respective Grade Head or Phase Head.

SCHOOL TRANSPORT
Curro Aurora offers safe school transportation to our families in the mornings and afternoons while
adhering to strict Covid-19 protocols. Transport facility is offered to learners from Grade 3 - 12.
* Sanitising upon entering the vehicle.
* Social distancing measures in place.
* Wearing of masks are compulsory.
Enquire now with josie.m@curro.co.za.
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50% CAPACITY MEASURES:
The group of learners at school will receive the daily teaching face to face, learners with
comorbidities in the family who are not at school will receive the same teaching via MS Teams
GRADE 10, 11 & 12:
•

We are extremely happy to announce that we may accommodate all our Grades 10, 11 and 12
learners back on campus as from 5 October.

•

School uniforms to be worn by Grades 10 and 11 on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
please.
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GRADE 8 & 9
•
For all learners to be taught by their teachers at school, we will be
following a normal two-week cycle whereby each class is split into two
groups, Group A and B. Group A will have face-to face classes on days
when Group B will have online classes on alternate days and vice
versa.
•
50% of learners in a tutor class to be at school on any specific
day. This limits the number of bodies on campus for each day.
•

Grades 8 and 9 learners are moving classes to limit
academic time lost as teachers had to move to new
venue, do sanitizing procedures for the class and then
log on to the school network again and then access
MS Teams to allow for hybrid teaching before classes
could start. In lieu of this, we ask that learners please
bring own sanitizing wipes or spray for their own desks
as they move about. Though teachers do sanitise as
far as possible between lessons, and the cleaning staff
sanitise at breaks and after school, it is only prudent
that learners take on the responsibility of looking after
their own health too – the educational value of this
cannot be over-emphasized.

We encourage parents to please send learners to school where there are no comorbidities
in the family – evidence of comorbidities must please be sent to the relevant grade head
should a learner not be returning to school. Grade 11 learners are reminded that most
subjects will start grade 12 work in the last term – your attendance is vital.

CULTURE
Mrs Saskia Snyders
CURRO CREATE NATIONAL YOUTH THEATRE FESTIVAL 2020 – STRAIGHT2CAMERA
The CCNYTF #Straight2Camera Monologue Festival which was a virtual festival in which learners
could choose, rehearse, perform, and record a monologue in the safety and comfort of their own
homes. These videos were then shared with a panel of incredible and trustworthy adjudicators and
mentors who evaluated the performances.
This festival was open to all the Curro Schools in South Africa as well as Namibia. More than 400
entries were received. Four of our Curro Aurora learners made it to the next round.
In the Rising Stars Category, Grade 8 – 10, Achumile Koyana and Matsibe Mahonko were selected
as part of the TOP 21!
In the Stars Category, Grade 11 – 12, Liam Bosman and Sabrina Freeman were selected as part of
TOP 10!
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ATKV-DIGIPRAAT
Jada Reddy (Grade 9) participated in this year’s ATKV-Digipraat virtual platform.
Under the guidance of Mrs Helen Steyn, Jada entered the additional language
category and was awarded an A for her speech.
MUSICAL RELEASES
Curro Aurora High School is blessed with talented learners.
Despite the restrictions brought about by the national lockdown, our learners continued to create
and share their work with the greater community.

Amongst the talented artists, are Rebecca Arthur (Grade 9)
and Kiara Fryer (Grade 11), who have both released singles
on Apple Music, Spotify and other platforms.
We look forward to watching their musical careers soar.

CURRO CAS
During Term 1 and Term 2, Curro Aurora learners took up the challenge to let their creative
superpowers shine. Our learners, once again, proved to be creative, inspiring, dedicated, and
talented.
The learners were awarded according to the following criteria:
Kryptonite:
95 – 100%
Black Raven:
85 – 94.9%
Silver Surfer:
75 – 84.9%
Bronze Tiger:
65 – 74.9%
Participation
Here is a summary of our top performers and creatives:
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CURRO AURORA HIGH SCHOOL CULTURE COUNCIL
The High School Culture Council wanted to support local talent and therefore launched an initiative:
#support_local. The aim was to interact with our own artists as well as professional artists in the
community. The council interviewed artists, wrote articles, and encouraged others to support local
talent. It is a wonderful opportunity to share and learn about the entertainment industry and the
creative ways of solving problems and overcoming obstacles.
Thank you to Kiara Fryer, Rebecca Arthur, ItuSings, Megan Carelse and Aurelie Stratton for your
time, and for inspiring our learners.
The curtain will rise again!

SPORT
Mr Adrian Ferreira
Although most school sport hasn’t been played since March, there have been some Virtual or Online
Inter-Curro Sports Events.
INTER-CURRO VIRTUAL RELAY CHALLENGE:

While most athletes across South Africa have been unable to train and compete, this Inter-Curro
Relay Challenge provided a unique opportunity for athletes to take part in a virtual competition.
Athletes were challenged to complete a 1 kilometer run on Thursday, 25th June 2020, where they
needed to run 1 kilometer anytime on the day and submit proof of their fastest kilometer to the
school. Most athletes opted to find a suitable route on the road (a decent downhill) and use GPS
tracking devices to track their run. 78 Curro Aurora athletes, parents and staff took part in the
challenge.
There were a few outstanding performances from staff and learners:
Curro Aurora’s athletes did exceptionally well, with all of their teams placing in the top five fastest
times for each category in the event. In total, Curro Aurora had seven teams finish in 2nd place
and four teams finish in 3rd place. Curro Aurora was also the only school to have been
represented in every category!
The staff team consisting of Ms Nicole Webb, Mr Anthonie Goosen, Mr Andile Dlaku and Ms Pinky
Marais finished in a combined team time of 12:19min for their 4km’s to take second place in the
staff event.
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INTER-CURRO VIRTUAL DUATHLON CHAMPIONSHIP:
The Inter-Curro Virtual Duathlon Championship was completed on Friday, 31 July. Aiden Petersen
is congratulated on winning the boys u/19 category!

INTER-CURRO CHESS ONLINE TOURNAMENT:
The Inter-Curro Chess Online Tournament took place on Saturday, 22 August 2020. Approximately
310 learners from all Curro schools got together online and played against each other in the spirit
of great sportsmanship.
Dylan Williams, Oghenetega Akpoduado, Andrew Kriegler, Webster Mzara, Michael Areington and
Thabo Singosho represented the High School with credible performances!.
The following are congratulated on finishing in the top 10:
•
•

Dylan Williams: 4th in the u/18 age-group
Oghenetega Akpoduado: 6th in the u/20 age-group

INTER-CURRO VIRTUAL GOLF CHALLENGE HOSTED BY CURRO AURORA
Curro Aurora is hosting the Inter-Curro Virtual Golf Challenge currently taking place until Sunday,
27 September 2020. The purpose of this challenge provides an opportunity for Curro golfers to
participate with, and compete against, the boys and girls from the other schools in the Curro family.
Participants play three rounds on any course of their choice, and submit their points scores as
individuals and/or as part of the team.
MOUNTAIN BIKING
Joshua Dike is part of a group of Mountain Biking cyclists
who participate in the Spur Schools Series that been
suspended due to COVID-19. Gauteng Schools’ Cycling
have now established a series of Virtual Cycling Races,
using the Zwist platform, to keep the cyclists active and
allows them to compete during the lockdown period. He
cycles on a bicycle that works off a smart trainer that
simulates the movement of riding.
The first trial race included 23 cyclists from Gauteng South
Schools and Joshua did extremely well in winning the 21km
event in 34 minutes, 30 seconds.
The next race was opened to include schools from all provinces in South Africa and he finished the
20km course in 2nd place out of the 60 riders in in a time of 32 minutes, 42 seconds.

13

The first official race took place on Thursday, 6 August 2020 and included cyclists from across the
country. He competed in the u/17 event that included 15 cyclists over a distance of 34 kilometers.
Joshua is congratulated on winning!
Joshua participated in the SA Schools virtual race on Thursday, 13 August. The race included 43
cyclists from all the provinces. The virtual route was a 30km race on the Champs-Élysées in Paris,
the traditional closing stretch of the Tour de France. Joshua is congratulated on winning the race!
EQUESTRIAN:
Equestrian riders (Megan Ras - Grade 6 and Rae-kyndra
Ragoobeer - Grade 10) may not be competing in the
SANESA arena, but that didn’t stop them from taking
advantage of the warmer spring weather by enjoying some
practice sessions and participating in Graded Showjumping.
The grading took place at the MAMPRO Kyalami Park Club
Graded Show on Sunday, 30 August 2020.

Rae-kyndra (above), riding Capital Crusader, competed in the
Adult/Junior 80cm events and achieved two 2nd places.
Megan (on the right), riding Tyson G, competed in the PR
80cm events and finished in 11th and 14th place respectively.
FITNESS FRIDAY:
Mr Craig Hourquebie’s weekly fitness continue to be most beneficial and fun! We encourage all our
learners to follow his weekly regimen and to spend time in the school holidays doing and enjoying
some exercise.
Weekly Trivia Answers from Newsletter 27:
1. Which two South African players have won two World Cups?
• Os du Randt (1995 & 2007) and François Steyn (2007 & 2019)
2. Who is South Africa's most capped test player?
• Victor Matfield (127 caps)
3. Which provincial team has won the most Currie Cups?
• Western Province (34)
4. How many South Africans have refereed a World Cup final? Name them, the year they
officiated in and the final result.
• André Watson (1999): Australia beat France 35-12
• André Watson (2003): England beat Australia 20-17
• Craig Joubert (2011): New Zealand beat France 8-7
5. Which two players have scored the most tries in all the World Cups in which they played?
• Jonah Lomu (New Zealand) and Bryan Habana (South Africa) scored 15
14

I finish off with a quote from Jesse Owens (USA), one of the
greatest sprint athletes ever, who won 4 gold medals at the
1936 Olympic Games in Berlin, Germany.
“In the end, it’s extra effort that separates a winner from
second place. But winning takes a lot more than that, too. It
starts with complete command of the fundamentals. Then it
takes desire, determination, discipline, and self-sacrifice. And
finally, it takes a great deal of love, fairness, and respect for
your fellow man. Put all these together, and even if you don’t
win, how can you lose?”

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Mrs Susan van Dyk
Hang-up and Help out
On Friday 17 July in light of Mandela day on the 18th of July, a few
learners warmed our heart with their abundance mentality to give to
those in need. The Witty Knitters, together with donations from parents
and extended families, all generously donated their time and effort to
hang out their knitted goods and warms clothes. Some of the knitted
goods were distributed in Delta park where branches and benches were
decorated in scarves and beanies to those in need. Each Item had a tag
on that read: “I was made with love and care, if you are cold, this is
yours to wear.”
The second distribution point was along the e Puttick gate where more
knitted items and warm clothes were hung on the palisade to help out
those in need.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to hang up clothes and help out!
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NEW HOPE CHECKERS LITTLE GARDEN

16

DE BEERS ENGLISH OLYMPIAD 2020
The theme for this year’s competition was Consequences: Aftermath. It was a prescient choice,
considering the lockdown of schools that was to follow in mid-March this year. It would certainly be
an apt topic to be able to explore at this point in the year 2020. The purpose of entering the Olympiad
and the benefit of writing the examination is clearly articulated by the following student:
Saul Musker (King David Victory Park), who gained 2nd place in the 2012 English Olympiad,
reflects on writing the exam:
Isaac Asimov, the celebrated American science fiction writer, once declared: ‘If the doctor told me I
had six minutes to live, I'd type a little faster.’ Reading this quote, my mind wandered to the topcorridor English classroom where I recently wrote my last English Olympiad, with Mrs Leaver’s voice
in the distance: ‘Six minutes left, everyone! Hurry along!’ Six minutes left! Lord have mercy! It wasn’t
that I was worried about time; I had just finished my last piece, and was about to give it a final readover. No; I owed my despair instead to the realisation that I would never write another Olympiad.
For me, the Olympiad is more than just another exam or competition. It is protected time for
creativity; a dedicated three hours devoted to writing. I only wish I could write one every day, to
escape the usual chaos of our existence, to let the ink pour out of my grateful mind. F Scott Fitzgerald
observed that ‘all good writing is swimming under water and holding your breath.’ So dive, ye
stranger! Submerge yourself in the cool green waters of your imagination, of the English language,
of this moment in time!

A number of Grade 10 to 12 Curro Aurora students wrote the De Beers English Olympiad
Examination in March this year. After a long delay, we have received the final results from the
markers and are pleased to be able to announce our students’ results. The following students are
congratulated on receiving the symbols below:
Silver (60-69%):
Grade 10:
Tega Akpoduado
Grade 11:
Sabrina Freeman, Alika Hillebrand, Boikgantsho Khumalo, Siphesile Mahlangu,
Megan Winterbach
Grade 12:
Keyana Gouden, Nicola Jackson, Nina Luis, Morgan McTierman and Ujita Mithal
Bronze: (50-59%):
Grade 10:
Grade 11:
Grade 12:

Viyasha Lakhani
Kiara Fourie, , Ofentse Mogotsi, Erique Myburgh and Matthew Fourie
Isheanesu Dombodzvuko, Michaela Mohamed, Caitlyn Venn, Nivarya Bijou and Ezra
Pohl
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2021 CALL FOR ENTRIES
Calling all English Olympiad enthusiasts! Entries are now open for the 46th National English
Olympiad that is due to be held on Tuesday, 2 March 2021.
The Olympiad takes the form of an “open book” examination. The theme for 2021 is “People and
Personas” and the prescribed anthology is entitled This is My Story. Candidates will enjoy a
short selection of interesting writings that includes poetry, prose and a dramatic monologue.
The English Olympiad is open to all learners (HL and FAL English) who will be in Grades 9 to12
in 2021, that is, those learners who are currently in Grades 8 - 11.
Please contact Mrs Weber for entry details: sharon.w@curro.co.za

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENT
Mrs. Mariam Saloojee will be leaving Curro Aurora on 9 October to
take up a full-time position as MOMMY – we wish her and baby
Saloojee all the very best and thank her for five wonderful years of
service to our learners.
Mrs. Nadia van Biljon will be joining our teaching team on 12 October
in the Physical Sciences department. Mrs. van Biljon is an
experienced Physical Sciences educator and passionate about
hockey. She has expressed her excitement in joining our team.

SECONDHAND UNIFORM SHOP
Curro Aurora parents, please be advised that the Secondhand Uniform Shop has relocated to where
the GRIT Lounge used to be at main reception.
The shop will continue to operate on an appointment basis during the following hours.
Monday
07h00 - 11h00
Wednesday 11h00 - 15h00
Friday
11h00 - 15h00
Please contact the shop coordinator, Andy Watkins (0837833653), to make an appointment or call
Andy should you have any queries regarding the process.
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UIT MY AFRIKAANSE PEN…VIR MY GRAAD 12’S
Mev. Helen Steyn
Ses maande gelede het Grendeltyd my soos ‘n vuishou in die maag getref. Ek was tuis ingeperk,
maar tyd vir koekies bak en serpe brei was daar nie. Ek moes blitsvinnig, binne ‘n paar dae, nuwe
tegnologie baasraak. Dit was ‘n uitdagende, maar tog ook opwindende tyd met nuwe innoverende
stelsels wat ons in die aanlyn onderrig van ons leerders kon gebruik. Vir weke lank het ek elke dag
deur middel van Microsoft Teams vir my Graad 12s die Afrikaanse klasse aangebied. Elke dag het
ons gegroet en geselsies voor en na klastyd gemaak en almal het my verseker hulle was gesond
en gelukkig.
Gisteraand, met die merk van hul Prelim Kreatiewe Skryfwerk, het ek egter vir die eerste keer van
hul ware gevoelens oor die impak van Covid-19 op hul matriekjaar bewus geword. Hierdie gevoelens
het my hart vir ons Graad 12-leerders gebreek.
Van hulle skryf:
“Van die begin af het ek nie gedink dis ‘n groot probleem nie. Ek het gedink dit gaan vinnig verbygaan. Maar nou, nou
is ek bang. Ek is nie meer myself nie. Ek het verander en het nie meer emosies nie… ek is nie meer gelukkig of
ongelukkig nie. Al my drome en groot planne vir die toekoms is vernietig.”
“2020 is my Matriekjaar. Dit is… was my tyd. Ek was veronderstel om die groot broer in die skool te wees, maar Covid19 het al hierdie planne weggeneem. Ek is hartseer, nee… bloedig kwaad! Hierdie is die slegste jaar. Ek haat 2020!”
“Ek is al vir vier jaar kaptein van die eerstesokkerspan. Vanjaar sou my laaste keer wees om aan die St. Peters toernooi
deel te neem.”
“So dis die eerste termyn en daar is praatjies van ‘n virus in die wêreld, maar Suid-Afrika is nog veilig. Toe kom
grendeltyd. Nou op hierdie stadium was ek ‘n bietjie bly vir ‘n klein vakansietjie! Maar toe skielik word ons Blue Pride
kompetisie gekanselleer en van toe af het alles net moeiliker geword. Daar was ‘n nuwe skoolsisteem en ek kon nie
die inspirasie vind om elke dag soos ‘n normale skooldag te hanteer nie. My hele normale wêreld was weg. Saam
hiermee was die tyd weg wat ek saam met my Graad 12 maats nonsens sou kon aanvang.”

Ek het besef al die tradisionele lekker vergeet-dit-nooit-nie dae sal hierdie graad 12’s nooit beleef
nie. Al die ander grade sal weer ‘n Blue Pride kompetisie kan hê; hulle sal weer ‘n pret, lekker 40Days dag hê; ‘n Eerstespan Kaptein sportdag; ‘n Matriek Prysuideling; ‘n Matriekdans…
Tog inspireer 2020 se matrieks my met inskrywings soos:
“Hierdie Covid- tyd saam met my familie is vir my soos ‘n terapie-sessie. Ek is so lief vir my sussie en ons speel saam
soos voorheen in ons kinderjare.”
“Hierdie feit het my in ‘n slegte toestand vir ‘n lang tyd gelos, maar vandag kan ek sê, ek voel beter. Ek weet dis nie ‘n
normale jaar nie, maar ek het besluit ek gaan die beste maak van die tyd wat ek het.”

Ek haal my hoed af vir elke Graad 12-leerder wat besluit het dat die virus hom/haar nie gaan
onderkry nie en om van 2020 ‘n suksesvolle jaar te maak!
Graad 12s, ek is trots op julle!
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WEARING A MASK TO SCHOOL
Mrs SJ Olivier
You have been provided with two masks by the school. You are welcome to wear your own mask.
Remember that your cloth mask must have a minimum of two layers. You may not re-use a single
use mask.
Always wear your mask correctly! The mask must
cover your nose and your mouth and fit snugly over the
bridge of your nose and against the sides of your face.
Before you put your mask on, wash or sanitise your
hands properly.
Remember that you will have to be wearing your mask
when you arrive at the school gate to have your
temperature checked.
Avoid touching your mask while you are wearing it.
Make sure your mask fits correctly so that you do not
need to adjust it. If you do touch your mask, be sure to
sanitise your hands immediately.

When removing your mask, do not touch the front of the mask.
Remove it by using the ties around your head or behind your ears.
Wash your mask after every use.

ALTERNATE SCHOOL CONTACT NUMBERS
Parents/ Guardians, kindly note that if you are experiencing a problem reaching our school
switchboard line, please use the updated alternate numbers below:
Admin Reception Josie
Admin Finance/ Enrolments
Castle Office Rowena
Primary School Office Anneline
High School Office Cindy
Sports Office/PAA

082 233 7500
067 356 2969
067 396 1583
079 580 1482
079 560 2680
079 574 0062
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COMMUNICATION:
Contact details of the School Management Team and Grade Heads herewith for easy reference:
Cindy Duma

Cindy.D3@curro.co.za

Head of High
School
FET Phase Head

Dion Kotze

Dion.K@curro.co.za

Sarah-Jane Olivier

Sarah-Jane.O01@curro.co.za

Snr Phase Head

Donne Valkenburg

Donne.V1@curro.co.za

Head of Sport

Adrian Ferreira

Adrian.F@curroholdings.co.za

Head of Culture

Saskia Snyders

Saskia.S@curro.co.za

Nicole Webb

Nicole.W2@curro.co.za

Maria Chou

Maria.C@curro.co.za

Judy Beeston

Judy.B@curroholdings.co.za

Anita Bornman

Anita.B@curro.co.za

Janine Tobin

Janine.T@curro.co.za

Wendy Longwitz

Wendy.L2@curro.co.za

Kelsey Gallon

Kelsey.G2@curro.co.za

Loutjie de Wet

Loutjie.D@curro.co.za

Kyla Hayter

Kyla.H@curro.co.za

Warrick Hammond

Warrick.H@curro.co.za

Receptionist

Grade 12 Heads

Grade 11 Heads

Grade 10 Heads

Grade 9 Heads

Grade 8 Heads
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DEBIT ORDER DRIVE
“Parents/Guardians, Curro has embarked on a debit order drive making it convenient and hassle
free. Should you wish to move to a debit order payment method, please refer to the flyer below for
more information.”
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THOUGHT TO PONDER:

We wish you and your loved ones continued health –
please keep safe.
Yours in education,
Dion Kotze
Head of High School
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