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Dear Curro Aurora parents and learners
“Excellence is not a destination; it is a continuous journey that never ends.” Mark Twain
“You can’t cross the sea merely by standing and staring at the water.” Chinese proverb

As we reach the end of Term 3, I would like to thank every learner, staff member and parent for the
manner in which they have embraced and adjusted to the changes we were forced to make after
the COVID19 lock down was announced in late March 2020. Without a collaborative approach and
effort, the successful implementation of the systems and procedure, designed to keep us safe, would
not have been possible. We believe that we have done, and will continue to do, our very best to
minimize the risks of COVID-19 transmission, and we will reasonably expect all members of our
community to do the same as we head on into Term 4.

As a school we remain sensitive to the needs of our community and we will continue to be in regular
communication with all stakeholders as we move into the last term of 2020. The conditions of living
with a pandemic have placed a burden on many, if not all persons, and educational institutions are
no exception. In seeking to ensure the safety of learners and staff, we note again that we will
continue to monitor directives from health and government officials while we gradually open our
schools to welcome back more learners on a full-time basis. We hope to have all our learners back
at school full time by mid-October while hybrid teaching will still be available for learners with
comorbidities.

Soon after the start of Term 4 the Grade 12 learners will start writing their final NSC examinations.
This is an important time for all matriculants, and I would like to underline the importance of using
every possible opportunity to prepare for the upcoming exams. This has indeed been a difficult year
for Grade 12 learners who were looking forward to their final year at school. For many Grade 12
learners the final year of high school is a memorable time that was rudely interrupted by COVID19.

The manner in which they adjusted to the COVID reality is however commendable!
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I would therefore like to congratulate our Grade 12’s with the remarkable manner in which they
managed to focus on the task at hand while not being able to interact and engage normally for
almost five months. We wish you all the best for the two months ahead!

Well done to all the Curro Aurora learners who grabbed the opportunities that presented itself during
lockdown and who excelled in a wide variety of activities whether sport, culture or community
service. Curro Create, the Curro Minecraft Challenge and our fantastic Mandela Day initiative comes
to mind. These achievements are highlighted and celebrated in the school specific sections of the
Term 3 CAB.

Thank you to the remarkable Curro Aurora teachers for going the extra mile to ensure our learners
stay on track. Thanks to you all our learners will have the opportunity to complete the 2020 academic
year successfully. Your passion and love for our school, and every learner we work with, continue
to inspire and change lives!

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the two Curro Aurora staff families who lost loved ones during
Term 3 – we remain sorry for your loss. May you continue to find peace in His presence.
To every learner, staff member and parent – please enjoy the term-end break and use the time to
re-connect with family and friends.

JC Engelbrecht
Executive Head
Curro Aurora
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From the Desk of Mrs Angie Bezuidenhout
Head of Castle Aurora
Term 3 brought with it many new experiences. Some we were excited
about and others created some anxiety of the unknown. Yet as we reflect
over the past 3 months, I have witnessed some remarkable changes in
attitudes, teaching styles and health.
The biggest change for the Castle children was the wearing of masks all day. As adults this can be a
challenge, so how were little people going to do it? The children adapted so well, and it proved how adaptable
to change and how strong their resilience is. Wearing masks is now so normal and the idea of social
distancing has settled into their daily routine.
Hybrid teaching became a first for many teachers, engaging with children in the class and at home. Ensuring
no child is left behind. The teaching team created stimulating remote learning material and prepped for a
busy day at school. Nothing has ever been too much for this amazing Castle team. The teachers were able
to observe and assess the children on a regular basis. Intervention and extension activities were provided,
and the teachers parental support gave many parents the positive encouragement during the unknown times.

The Castle teachers are real superheroes!
The Castle parents excelled with all their dedication and eagerness this term to make our fun days so
spectacular. So much effort was put in for dress up days and donations towards the charity collections. I
know many parents miss the face to face morning drop and pick up chats, however, it is important to know
your class teacher is a call away. Thank you for the positive feedback regarding the MS TEAMS parent /
teacher consultations, the teachers enjoyed connecting with you and the procedure was easy to follow.
With the introduction on Level one, it is still vital for the Castle to follow all the safety protocols. Wearing of
masks will remain compulsory and regular sanitising and hand washing will continue. Temperature and
symptoms checks will stay in place for Term 4.
Have a wonderful break! If you have the opportunity to go away,
try switch off, relax and travel safely!

Yours in Education
Mrs Angie Bezuidenhout
Head of Castle Aurora

The mornings have had a new twist!
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The morning drop off has added a
new welcoming committee. From a
warm greeting at the Castle gate to a
high elbow with Godfrey. Rowena and
I love watching the little one’s
excitement when Godfrey greets each
one of them by name. The children
have grown in independence when
they do their best at giving their
temperatures and answering the
symptom checks with their parent’s
proud smile backing them up.

Masks are totally
bearable!
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Remote learning
During lockdown level three and two a number of children stayed at home
and participated with remote learning with such enthusiasm. From Group
3 to Grade R, all our children engaged with their teachers via hybrid
teaching or online lessons. Walking around the school and watching our
little children singing with their friends at home during a morning ring
warmed my heart that all Castle Aurora children are still feeling connected
and part of the family.
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Nelson Mandela Day

Mandela day 2020 was celebrated with generosity and sense
of community. Curro Aurora challenged all the families to
complete a 5km walk to freedom. With keeping safe, families
could complete this challenge in their complex, around their
neighbourhood or at a park. The 18 July brought with it a sense
of unitedness as families walked together for a positive cause.
Along with this challenge, families donated jars of hope, which
provided a nutritious meal for a family in need.

"There can be no greater gift than that of giving
one's time and energy to helping others without
expecting anything in return." Nelson Mandela
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Emoji’s have become a way of communication, a simple picture can
express many feelings, emphasise expressions or convey a
humourous message.
Children love to communicate with Emojis, as they are unable to write /
type words. Our young children have become so tech savy and emoji’s
have given them an opportunity to be part of written communication.
Dress up Emoji Day was tremendous fun – full of happy faces!
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Igniting creativity
Creativity is a passion in the Castle. We believe that children need to
engage with the material and explore the process to create their final
product. When they are part of the process, our children discover ways to
think critically and creatively. They are presented with problem solving
opportunities and are able to collaborate their ideas with their peers.
Creative arts gives the children so many opportunities to explore textures,
taste, smell and sound.
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“A friend is someone who helps me I am hurt.”
“A friend is someone who is kind to me.”
The Castle children expressed what makes
someone your friend and the made special gifts
to share. The children were so generous with
their positive descriptions about their friends.
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A big thank you to all the Sanitec Staff and Teachers for showing your
dedication to the new protocols that have been put in place. You are the quiet
heroes behind the scenes, sanitisng every nook and cranny of the school.
Your hard work is appreciated!
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The children and parents of the Castle stepped out with their creativity
flair. The children walked backwards from the car and thought is was
hilarious that their pants were the wrong way around. Teacher Charlie and
Teacher Celia even wore their clothing inside out! Dress up days always
bring an extra special energy into the Castle!

13

14

In the Castle environment, we focus on emergent literacy as our little ones
are not reading ready as yet. However, every little person loves to pick up
a book and pretend to read. Young children are given story books and are
able to ‘read’ these without any text. Books open the door to the big wide
world for our children and ignite their imaginations.
A dress up day was needed to mark such a significant day in our learning
lives.
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Special guest readers
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During Term 3 we said farewell to two
incredible Woman.
Teacher Itumeleng (Maria) and Teacher
Jennifer were not only our colleagues, they
were our friends and part of our family. Their
presence has been sorely missed in the
Castle, however, the children’s fond
antidotes keep them in our memory.

Itumeleng Maria Mahapa
23/10/1980 – 13/07/2020

The Castle team have shown incredible
support for each other and I admire how
they have come together to prove what
strong woman they are!

Jennifer Susan Boesch
22/03/1978 – 18/09/2020
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Congratulations to Teacher Candice on the birth of her beautiful little girl Hudson and Teacher Happiness on
the birth of her son Lubanzi. May your little ones be blessed with warm days and happy adventures.
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Term 4 Planner
5 October - Monday
7 October – Wednesday
14 October – Wednesday
26 October – Monday
27 October - Tuesday
28 October - Wednesday
29 October – Thursday
30 October – Thursday

World Teacher’s Day
Class Photos – Last session
Funky Sock Day – celebrating Diversity
Group 3 - Movie and popcorn day
Group 4 - Movie and popcorn day
Group 5 - Movie and popcorn day
Grade R – Movie and popcorn day – Group 1
Grade R – Movie and popcorn day – Group 2

4 November - Wednesday
5 November - Thursday
12 November - Thursday
13 November - Friday
14 November - Saturday
16 November – Monday
17 November - Tuesday
18 November – Wednesday
19 November - Thursday
24 November - Tuesday
25 November - Wednesday
27 November – Friday

Grade 1 Orientation Morning for Grade R learners
Grade 1 Orientation Morning for Grade R learners
Group 4 Orientation Morning (Current Group 3)
Group 4 Orientation Morning (Current Group 3)
Orientation Morning for 2021 New Learners
Group 5 Orientation Morning (Current Group 4)
Group 5 Orientation Morning (Current Group 4)
Grade R Orientation Morning (Current Group 5)
Grade R Orientation Morning (Current Group 5)
Grade R Graduation
Grade R Graduation
Grade R Royal Feast

4 December – Friday
9 December - Wednesday
10 December to 18 December

Castle Christmas Party and dress
up
School closes for 2020
December Holiday Care
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