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Dear Parents/Guardians and Learners
Mary Shelley, the author of Frankenstein, once wrote, ‘Nothing is so painful to the human mind as a great
and sudden change’; which is an appropriate quote to summarise 2020. Let’s be honest, this has been a
long, lonely and laborious year. We are all tired and reaching that end-of-the-term slump. However, as we
enter the final two weeks of exams, it is important to find some joy and humour in every day.
In fact, research has shown that incorporating humour into your exam routine can actually improve learning.
Humour elicits a number of positive effects in learners. It can reduce anxiety about studying for difficult
subjects and has been shown to increase attention and interest, which helps to facilitate performance.
Moreover, humour can be used to enhance recall and can act as a learning aid. Humour has even been
shown to increase critical and divergent thinking skills.
So, to get you through the exam fatigue slump, here are some memes to help you find the humour in your
examination period.
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ACADEMICS
August/September Exams
Curro Durbanville Matric learners and the rest of the high school (Grade 8 to Grade 11) commenced with
exams on Monday, 24 August. Despite the uncertain times brought about by the pandemic this year, Curro
Durbanville was able to continue with remote learning during the hard lockdown, after which asynchronous
(online and face-to-face) teaching and learning took place during the time that various grades were being
phased back to school. Curro Durbanville learners and teachers worked hard throughout this period,
preparing the entire school for the exams. Strict social distancing and sanitisation protocols are in place at
the school.
Thank you to Feedem for sponsoring coffee and doughnuts for the Matrics on Wednesday, 26 August. We
are certain they appreciated a treat before their Afrikaans exam.

3

4

Exam Schedule 14 September – 18 September
Normal school day. Learners (Grade 8 – 12) come to school to check marks
and file assessments.
Tuesday, 15 September
Normal school day. Learners (Grade 8 – 11) come to school to check marks
and file assessments.
Wednesday, 16 September Grade 12 Life Sciences PAT. All other learners stay at home.
Monday, 14 September

Thursday, 17 September

No learners at school.

Friday, 18 September

Report cards will be sent out via MyHub at 12:00.

Subject Changes
As a leader in private education in the northern suburbs, we at Curro Durbanville have seen our school grow
over the last three years. With this growth, it has become increasingly challenging to manage all requests for
subject choices and subject changes. Thus far we have been successful at accommodating the vast majority
of requests form learners. However, to streamline the process, the application for subject changes will now
take place twice a year. Subject changes for 2021 will open 9 December 2020 and close 16 December 2020.
In 2021 the application for subject changes opens 25 June 2021 and closes 2 July 2021. Please note that,
owing to the combinations of subject packages, a subject change might have an effect on your child’s other
classes or teachers. Thank you for your understanding and support in this matter.

GENERAL

The World Knowledge Olympiad
The World Knowledge Olympiad is once again accepting entries as of 1 August. The Olympiad will take place
on 8 October 2020 and has adjusted its testing to an online platform. Entries are R25 and prizes are awarded
to the top three achievers. If you are interested in broadening your knowledge and having a little fun, please
contact Mr Nel (jason.n@curro.co.za).
Visit http://worldknowledgeolympiad.co.za/ to access previous WKO Quiz papers.
Those who returned their response slips to me in the Term 1 will automatically be added to the entries list.
COVID-19 Reminder
Thank you to our team of parents and staff for assisting us in keeping our school COVID-19 free. We have
done well to date, and although we have had staff and learners exposed, we have not had any cases requiring
closure of a part of our school. Please be reminded that the school needs to be notified of any exposure to a
confirmed COVID-19 case since this is a notifiable disease that requires a risk assessment to be completed.
All matters will be treated confidentially and without risk of stigmatisation.
The link to the Curro COVID-19 webpage where parents can view the latest version of the SOP is:
https://www.curro.co.za/covid-19/.
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Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact our Campus Nurse: Dr Leanie Bezuidenhout
at: leanie.b@curro.co.za.
Stay Safe!
Kind regards
Management
Leadership Workshop
The Diversity Committee and Student Representative Council met recently to discuss the current status of
inclusivity at Curro Durbanville and to determine the atmosphere within the learner body. The goal was to
allow learners to voice their opinions on these matters in our school context and to understand the current
atmosphere and culture within the greater learner community.
A guiding question was provided to facilitate the discussion: What would be said of Curro Durbanville onehundred years from now? Would people be proud of the way the school addressed and embraced inclusivity,
remembering it as an example during a paradigm shift or will there be back-lash because of a lack of
awareness and response?
The discussion focused on three areas:
• Scoring the school out of ten based on its student developed Social Contract principles.
• Sharing discriminatory experiences around gender issues, sexuality, race, language, socioeconomic backgrounds and religion.
• Identifying immediate areas which can be addressed.
Learners were encouraged to be open and honest during the process. Even though some of the issues raised
were deeply concerning, there was an air of optimism and hope. As a next step, the information gathered
during the meeting will be consolidated to identify areas requiring immediate attention. The Diversity
Committee remains determined to give learners from all backgrounds a voice at the school and to promote
and develop an inclusive environment for staff and learners. It is a process and may take time, but we are
committed to seeing a positive change in our community.

Food donations for our partnership school
On Friday, 21 August we delivered our first donation package to Masibambane Secondary School. We will
continue to collect food donations until 9 September.
Here is a reminder of list of the basics needs:
1. Samp
2. Sugar beans
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3. Rice
4. Cooking oil
5, Maize meal
6. Sugar
7. Tea/coffee
8. Canned fish
9. Margarine/jam/peanut butter
10. Wheat flour
11, Washing powder
12. Body soap
13. Vegetables [potatoes, carrots, onion, cabbage, etc.]
We will comply with COVID-19 regulations in the collection of these items. Learners can place their donations
in the provided container as they enter through the swimming pool area in the mornings. From there, each
item will be sanitised and stored until delivery. Please place donated items in sanitised plastic bags.

SPORT
Curro Durbanville Annual Golf Day – 18 September
With lockdown level three allowing golf enthusiasts to take up their beloved sport again, we are excited to
announce that the well-known and very popular annual Curro Durbanville Golf Day will be taking place in
2020. Enjoy a round with us at Durbanville Golf Club on Friday, 18 September. The golf might be rusty but
the competition fierce and the friendships formed, priceless.
Unfortunately, there will be no 19th hole but prize-winners will be announced, contacted and asked to collect
their prizes from school. Check MYHUB for further information on how you can get involved. Please contact
Derick Visser at derick.v@curro.co.za if you would like to play or participate as a sponsor.
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Chess News
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STAFF MATTERS
Staff Birthdays
The following staff members celebrated their birthdays in August. We wish them a happy birthday and hope
their socially-distanced birthdays were very memorable!
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IMPORTANT DATES: TERM 3
August
24
Exams start
September
14
Grade 8 – 12 learners come to school to check their marks
15
Grade 8 – 11 learners come to school to check their marks
18
Term 3 ends; reports are emailed
28
Term 4 starts

Thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards

________________________
Ms K Human
Newsletter: Coordinator

________________________
Mr R Stroebel
Head: High School

________________________
Ms J Swart
Editor

________________________
Mr DD van Zyl
Executive Head
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