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Valentine’s Day
Share a “Cup of Kindness”
We celebrated Valentine's Day this year by focusing on the act of kindness. The learners from Grade 1 to
7 all showed kindness by creating a “Jar of Kindness” for another learner in the class. In the jar, there was
a kind note with compliments or encouraging words as well as something small and sweet. The jars were
decorated and handed over on Valentine's Day.
The learners loved writing notes to their fellow classmates and especially enjoyed receiving them.
Realising what a positive inﬂuence kind words can have on someone, was an important lesson to learn in
a fun and creative way.
The staﬀ would especially like to thank the Curro Council for sharing a “Cup of Kindness” with the staﬀ by
buying them much needed new coﬀee mugs for the staﬀroom. Their kindness and attention to detail is
much appreciated.
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Singing
Curro has introduced a weekly singing period for Grade 1 -7. We are privileged to have Mrs Lina Hattingh and Mr
Willem Luitingh from our talented music department, to lead the school in the learning of new praise and worship
songs. In addition to this, they are also teaching the learners how to sing our School Song and National Anthem with
heartfelt pride and gusto! Our ﬁrst singing period was highly successful and we look forward to enjoying many more.

Happy birthday!
Rome and Mia were part of a group of children who
were approached and asked to congratulate our CEO
on his birthday. A beautiful child-friendly function was
organised by Mrs Mari Lategan and the children's
faces brought tears of appreciation to Mr Andries's
eyes.

Sandwich project

Curro Durbanville learners got the opportunity to
hand out sandwiches at the Attie van Wyk and
The Valley School. The sandwich project is a big
success and joy is brought to many children’s
hearts.
Thank you to everyone for their contributions
which enables the project to be a success.

Loadshedding
Loadshedding is not getting Teacher Hanlie’s Grade 2 class
down. They
made a
clever plan by
bringing their
own little
lamps to
school and
switching
them on
when it is
loadshedding

Art
This beautiful
piece of artwork
was made by
Grace Lynch. It
was displayed
outside the art
class.
Unfortunately,
it has
disappeared. If
anyone has
information
about this
painting, please
get in touch with
Teacher Anouk.
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Grade 1 - Kipper’s party

Our Grade 1s have been very busy working and learning this term and the hard work payed oﬀ. Now they
can read! Soon they will receive their ﬁrst book to read at home. But before that happens, it's time for
celebrations.
The main character in their very ﬁrst 'big school' reader is a boy called Kipper. They celebrated his
birthday by making a special “cake”, just as he does in the book! Learners mixed messy ingredients like
tomato sauce and cornﬂakes just like Kipper. They placed the mixture in their educators 'make believe'
oven. And guess what? It worked! When the Grade 1s returned from their break, a delicious and freshly
baked cake was waiting for them to enjoy together!
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Grade 2 Kindness Week
The Grade 2's decided to dedicate this week to love and
kindness in anticipation for the arrival of Valentine's Day. On
Monday they received a kindness task sheet with their weekly
homework. The tasks for the week included: hug a friend, give
someone a compliment and smile at someone. The learners
also made valentines cards for their families and children in
the Red Cross Children's Hospital. These will be delivered to
the hospital along with teddy bears which were collected by
our very own Curro Castle. The learners had the opportunity
to express their opinion and ideas on what they think love is.
These can be read in their descriptive writing pieces. To be
rewarded for their acts of kindess shown throughout the
week, each learner received a kindess badge stating that they
are “super kind.”

Grade 3 - Robotics
Our Grade 3 classes recently learnt how to make
their own whisks during their ﬁrst Robotics lesson of
the year. The teachers demonstrated how to make
meringues, using an electric whisk and how to
optimally use gears to increase productivity.
The Grade 3s loved the 'live' baking class, where the
meringue consistency was tested above teacher
Celeste's head. Much to everyone's delight, the
meringues were baked and enjoyed later in the day.
English and Mathematical concepts were also tied
into the lesson, where ingredients and measurement
were discussed.
In their next few Robotics lessons, Curro
Durbanville's Grade 3 learners will apply the
knowledge they gained in this demonstration to
create their own whisks using a motor and gears.
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Grade R
The Grade R learners were very priviledged to
have Gray Jacobs, one of our Grade 2 learners
as a guest speaker. He shared all his
information about pet snakes and brought
Viper to school to show us. Gray showed us
how he slithers, what he feels like and NOT to
pick up any snakes.

Exploring space and being creative is what we love
to do at Curro Durbanville. We learn through play.

Congratulations Caleb Haefele!
Young Curro Durbanville learner makes stage debut.
We are extremely proud of Caleb Haefele, 7 years old and in Grade
2, who has landed a small role in Puccini's La Bohème with the
Cape Town Opera.
Caleb was on stage at the Artscape Opera House between the 14 22 February, performing alternate evenings as a 'Boy Super'. He
plays the grandson of elderly painter Marcello.
Caleb's mom, Christy Haefele, shared with us that from a young
age Caleb has expressed a passion for the stage and dreams of
one day starring in the 'Greatest Showman 2'.
To this bright little star, we say: Caleb - the sky is not even your
limit. You are destined for great things. Well done on this
wonderful achievement. Those who had the privilege of watching
him on stage would see the absolute love and passion he has for
cultural activities.
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GraDE 5 CAMP

!Khwa ttu is a project dedicated to a San culture and
real San people make Term 1 History relevant for all
the Grade 5 learners.
During the visit to the West Coast Fossil Park close to
Langebaan, Western Cape, South Africa the learners
experienced the following:
The visit to the Geelbek National Park ,
- At the museum they saw the fossils of bears, sabreLangebaan Lagoon, Marine Museum and also the tooth cats, short-necked giraﬀes and many other exotic
Bokkomlaan makes this tour a highlight of many animals which inhabited the West Coast area some 5
learner's primary school career.
million years ago.
- At the dig site they learnt about
this site and the amazing animals
that have been discovered there.
The dissection of an owl pellet is
for almost most learners, the
highlight of the tour.
The learners got to know each
other very well, many new
friendships were formed and they
made memories that will last a
lifetime.

Many thanks to Ryno Kotze
from RSA Litho for the printing of the
CC. Our Grade 3s couldn’t wait to
page through the ﬁrst printed issue
of 2020.
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Grade 5 - Real life for kids
On 25 February we were privileged to have BPAS Architects visit our
primary school as part of Curro Durbanville's Grade 5 Real Life for Kids
Life Skills Programme.
The learners were exposed to the reality of architecture and how the Real
Life for Kids programme at school exposes them to these skills too. They
learned more about the relationship between scale and reality, eﬀective
use of space available on a plot, design styles, textures and colour. These
skills, and many more, will allow them to design and build their own Real
Life for Kids models more eﬀectively and develop their 'towns' throughout
this year
The demonstration and use of 3D models and 3D-printed models, a skill
our learners will be exposed to in our high school, also intrigued our Grade
5s.
BPAS Architects worked very well with our learners and we look forward to
a good working relationship with them in the future. We would like to thank
Mr Landseer Collen (A primary school parent of Curro Durbanville) and Mr
Xander Collen (Senior Marketing Manager) for their visit and wonderful
contribution to our Life Skills curriculum. Our aim in 2020 is to involve our
parents and other community leaders in the business world to expose our
learners to new skills and information outside the normal curriculum.
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Idiom Day
The Grade 3 to 7 learners were very
excited. We all decided to dress up as
an idiom of our choice. The language
teachers also did an additional
worksheet in the class where learners
had to identify the idiom, its original use
and the meaning. We most certainly
had a ball!
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Music
Cake sale
Thank you very much to our music and choir
parents for wholeheartedly supporting the
Valentine's Cake Sale! We appreciate the
eﬀort you put into presenting and decorating
everything so beautifully. You are not only
excellent bakers, but also very creative. The
amount of R15 800 was raised. We shall use
the money to the beneﬁt of the music
department and our music learners.

Choir camps
BENEFITS OF MUSIC LE

SSONS

Has your child been asking
for lessons on the piano,
the
guitar, or maybe even the
saxophone?
Are you hesitant to commit
to this? Here are some of
the
beneﬁts that music tuition
might hold for your child:
· It builds language sk
ills
· It makes them stron
ger academically
· It increases their IQ
· It teaches them discip
line
· It supports muscle
development and motor
skills
·

It improves social skills

·

It makes kids feel good

·

It brings joy

The Senior and Junior Choir camps took place
on 14 and 22 February. These events were very
successful. We practised a lot, but we also had
loads of fun. Both choirs are making good
progress preparing for the Tygerberg Eisteddfod
that will take place during May.
All choir members must please attend the ﬁnal
and extremely important choir camps of the year
on:
17 April – Senior Choir
18 April – Junior Choir

about themselves
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Meet Ms Tricia Brink-Jones, our new violin teacher at Curro...
1.

Where did you go to school?
I was in Welgemoed Primary School and DF Malan High School. My parents
are very musical, so I grew up with music (from Bach to Elvis). I have two
older sisters (both musical), one of which studied music.

2.

Which instruments can you play?
Violin, piano, viola, vocals (and I'm currently learning to play the ukulele).

3.

Where and what did you study?
I studied music at the University of Stellenbosch.

4.

Any special awards and achievements?
I received my Masters degree in Music in 2014 and have also performed
alongside international violinists such as Joshua Bell.

5.

What hobbies keep you busy when you are not teaching?
If I'm not relaxing in front of the TV, I improve my technique on the violin or
vocals. I'm also busy teaching myself how to play the ukulele.

6.

What music do you enjoy listening to?
Diﬃcult one...even though Classical music will always be my foundation, I
also love the more popular and modern music. From Pop music to more
Alternative music. The oldies like Roxette and Queen are some of my
favourites.

7.

Name something about yourself that
not many people know.
I am extremely interested in the Medical
Sciences as well as Paleontology.

8.

What would you like to achieve at
Curro?
Not only do I want to broaden my knowledge
on teaching, I also want to help the Music
Department grow. Even though Curro
Durbanville has already became something
fantastic, I would still like to help culture grow
to its full potential.
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Sport
Swimming
Our Swimmers took part in their ﬁrst
sprint gala at Bridge House on Thursday,
13 February. They did extremely well and
took away 42 medals for the day. We are
extremely proud of all of them.

Girl Medal winners
u8 Kayleigh Swanepoel
u8 Leah Smith
u9 Cara Bam
u10 Hannah van
Heerden
u10 Demi Putter

Gold

Boy Medal winners
u8 Atholl Westraad
u8 Michael Bright
u9 Anton Nieuwoudt
u9 Pierre Verbeek
u10 Jordan Leite
u11 Adam Daniels
u11 Max Gerbi
u12 Cameron Jones

Bronze
Backstroke and
Freestyle
Freestyle
Backstroke and
Breastroke
Freestyle

Freestyle
Backstroke and
Breastroke

u12 Emma Lategan
u13 Jenna Smit

u13 Tane Putter

Silver
Backstroke

Butterfly,
Backstroke, 50m
Freestyle, 25m
Freestyle and
Breastroke

Backstroke
50m Breastroke

Butterfly, 50m Breastroke
(New record), Backstroke,
50m Freestyle, 25m
Freestyle and 25m
Breastroke (new record)

Gold
Backstroke and Breastroke
Backstroke (new record),
Breastroke and Freestyle

Silver
Backstroke
Freestyle

Bronze

Backstroke
Backstroke
Butterfly, Freestyle and
Backstroke

Breaststroke
Butterfly, Backstroke
and Freestyle

Breastroke
Butterfly

On Tuesday, 25 February, the under 10 – under 14s swam in a
fun relay gala at Kenridge Primary School. Out of 32 events,
Curro Durbanville had 10x FIRST, 3x SECOND, 2x THIRD and
9x FOURTH places.
On Thursday, 27 February, the under 9 – under 14s swam in
The Storzner Cup Gala at Milnerton Primary School.
In the relays, Curro Durbanville had 4x FIRST, 1x SECOND and
1x THIRD places. In the Individual events, we achieved 5x
FIRST, 4x SECOND and 2x THIRD places.
Well done to all our swimmers on a successful term and thank
you to all the parents for coming to support and cheer them on.
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Tennis

New coaches
Many new faces have joined the
Curro tennis team.
Damain Bosch has taken over the
admin side of the tennis academy.
Grant Fry, Karen Fry, Petri Strauss,
Pieter Boer, Nathan Mattysen and
BJ Rietveld all play a big role in
maintaining the high standard of our
tennis academy squads.
The primary school has six teams
entered into the league. These
teams play weekly matches for our
school. The coaches oﬀer a variety
of coaching opportunities from as
young as 4 years old. Squad
training, ﬁtness sessions, individual
lessons and semi private lessons
are all oﬀered at our school.
We have very proud of the following
learners who have received their
WP tennis colours: Christof Dreyer,
Liné Sauerman, Leah Pheiﬀer, Evan
Schoeman, Dehan van Deventer,
Jenna Theron and Milla Kotze.
Emma Pheiﬀer, Milla Kotze and
Dehan van Deventer have also
been selected for the Curro National
Tennis Squad! This is a prestigious
achievement and we are extremely
proud of your eﬀort!

Chess

METRO NORTH – CLOSED DISTRICT TRIALS TEAM
Twenty-eight Curro chess players participated in the individual trials
at Ravensmead Secondary School and we are proud to report that
nineteen of them have been specially selected to participate in the
closed trials, which will be hosted at Fairmont High School on 13 and 14 March.

PANORAMA PLAY DAY!
Curro Durbanville has once again been invited to this annual event hosted by Panorama Primary
School. This event is an opportunity for ﬁrst-time and less-experienced players to develop their match
skills. No trophies are awarded, yet all chess rules applied. Well done to our Curro players who were
also supervised by Ms Dominique Stander.
WELGEMOED CHESS CHALLENGE
The annual Welgemoed Chess Challenge was once again well-supported by twenty-seven Curro
Durbanville chess players. The event started with registration at 07:00 with the prize-giving scheduled
for 15:30. Players had to compete during 5 rounds (tempo 30-30), applying their chess skills to outwit
players from neighbouring schools. The chief arbiter was Mr Ricardo Minnaar. We are proud of our
chess players who make use of opportunities to develop their skills. The players were supervised by
Curro staﬀ who also did duty on the ﬂoor, i.e. Mss Christine v/d Westhuizen, Carla Kurt and Hilda
Bosch.
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Athletics
Worcester Primary Prestige Athletics – 8 February 2020
Curro Durbanville was invited to participate in the Prestige
Athletics event hosted by Worcester Primary for the second
time this year. Our athletes were all very excited and we took
only our top athletes to participate. Upon arrival, the facilities
were fantastic and it was a really wonderful opportunity for the
learners to participate against some of the top schools from
the Boland District. We are extremely proud of our athletes,
who, as a team, managed to collect 10 medals. A summary of
the results is given below.
Vuyo:

3rd in the boys under 9 80m and 2nd in
the boys under 9 60m (with a new record)
Roas Kanhama:
3rd in the girls under 9 80m and 3rd in the
girls under 9 60m
Zanne Marcus:
2nd in the girls under 10 shot put
Daniel Graser:
2nd in the boys under 12 long jump
Adam Jacobs:
3rd in the boys under 12 150m
Liani Bezuidenhout: 2nd in the girls under 13 75m hurdles
Leyla Wagner:
1st in the girls under 12 800m, 3rd in the
girls under 12 long jump
We would like to thank Worcester Primary School for the
invitation and each of our athletes for their participation and
courage. We hope to attend next year again and improve on
these wonderful results.

Aristea Athletics Day
On Thursday 20 February, our young
athletes (under 7 to under 9)
participated in the annual foundation
phase athletics event hosted by Aristea
Primary School. Our athletes performed
very well in their heats with most
learners placing in the top 3. Two of our
under 9 learners excelled in the ﬁnals
as well. Vuyo Ngobeni placed ﬁrst in the
50m event and second in the 80m.
Rosa Kanhama placed third in the 80m
event and went on to excite the crowd
as she broke the record and claimed
ﬁrst position in the 300m event. Well
done to all our athletes who
participated, you all made Curro
Durbanville very proud!
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