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The year is well under way and we trust that everyone has found their feet nicely. We 
welcome all the new families that have joined us at Curro Durbanville. We trust that you will 
very soon feel part of our Curro family.

2020 is a year full of opportunities in academic, sport, cultural and other spheres. May you 
grab these opportunities with a positive outlook and change your goals and dreams to 
reality. Please encourage your child to take part in the activities provided to them at Curro 
Durbanville. 

Many thanks to all the parents who volunteered to fill the role as class representatives. We 
ask that everyone supports them where needed. We are very grateful for our dynamic 
Parent Advisory Committee, under the leadership of Mrs Yvonne Viljoen. We look forward 
to supporting you in the activities in which you enrich our learner's learning environment. 
I wish the Grade 7 learners a year of enjoyment, enriching experiences and happy memories for their final year in the 
primary school. Give your all in everything you do - go for gold!

I eagerly anticipate a year working closely with you as parents. Please feel free to come and see me to share concerns 
and queries.

Olivia van Heerden
Head of Primary School

Dear Curro Durbanville family

Every year at Curro Durbanville is packed full of exciting activities, events and 
opportunities. 2020 will be no different! A lot of planning has gone into our calendar for 
the year and our fantastic staff is excited and ready to make 2020 a year to remember.

While we are primarily an academic school, we also value the importance of sport and 
culture as part of a child's holistic development. We would like to encourage all learners to get involved in sport 
and culture. This is often where the best school memories are made.

Parents, we proudly consider ourselves a family school and would like to ensure you all that our doors are always 
open to you. We would like to work with you, to provide the best possible education for your child. Please feel free 
to contact us if you have any questions or concerns.

As a Curro parent, I can see the wonderful and positive impact our staff has had on my own children. I would like 
to thank the staff for the incredibly professional, but always child friendly way in which they work with our children. 
You are a great team! 

Parents, learners and staff, may you have a wonderful and blessed 2020! 

Mr Carl Zimmerman
Deputy Principal

Welcome

Welcome from Miss Olivia

Welcome from Mr Carl 



Bully Wise 67 Minutes for Mandela Day

 3

Curro Council 2020

Message from the head boy, Abner Paul

Dear Curro learners

Welcome back to school. I hope that you are geared up for 2020!

I am very excited about the new year. I look forward to seeing what our 
talented learners will achieve in their various areas. Good luck to you all! 

I encourage all learners to try their best throughout the year, be yourselves, 
have fun and make wonderful memories and friends along the way.

I assure the teachers and learners who joined us this year that you have made a great choice. 

As Theodore Roosevelt said, “Believe you can, and you are already halfway 
there.”

Message from the head girl, Hannah Henderson

Dear Curro learners

Welcome back to school. A special warm welcome to all the new learners and 
teachers who have joined Curro Durbanville this year, and also to all our new 
Grade 1 learners. We hope that you already feel part of the Curro family and 
that 2020 will be a year to be remembered.

I would like to encourage you all to get involved in school activities and attend events that our school 
arranges. Play at least one summer and one winter sport, it is a wonderful way to make new friends. Join 
the choir, try something new, you may have a hidden talent!

A special message to my fellow Grade 7 learners. This is our last year at the primary school, we are 
seniors of our school for only one year. Cherish the times, make an impact, leave a legacy that our junior 
Curro learners can be proud of and create moments that memories are made of.

I hope you all have a wonderful year at Curro Durbanville. Set goals, dream big, always give 110% in 
everything you do and most importantly, have fun.

Front (left to right): Inge Dippenaar (deputy 
head girl), Abner Paul (head boy), Hannah 
Henderson (head girl), Fabio Goncalves 
(deputy head boy)

Second row (left to right): Ina Truter, Kayla 
Weideman, Sienna Graser, Kate Wigington, 
Kieran Muller, Zara Goncalves

Third row (left to right): Nikolas Ackermann, 
Alessandro Goncalves, Kiarah Skippers, Trinity 
van Beeck, Ollie Nesdale, Ayo Simelane

Back (left to right): Brentlee Damon, Shaun-Lee 
Stander, Liam Volschenk, Lucia Marcus



 4

Staff Development

Well done to teacher 
Christine van der 
Westhuizen who 

completed her BEd 
(Hons) in Curriculum 
Development Cum 
laude. We are very 

proud of you!

GEM Awards
With the curriculum being one of our greatest assets, it is important 
that all staff are kept abreast of new developments and modern 
trends in education. On 20 January our principal, Ms Olivia van 
Heerden, subject heads and Phase Heads were privileged to attend 
Curriculum Development Training, hosted by the CCMD, at Curro 
Sitari. The subject heads will have the opportunity to share new 
trends with their subject teams. We look forward to implementing  
these  new exciting ideas in our classrooms during the year.

Staff News

Welcome
Left to right: Mrs Michelle Groenewald 
(Grade R English), Mrs Carla Kurt (Grade 7 
English), Mrs Celeste van Heerden (Grade 
3 Afrikaans), Mr Brendon Gray (Grade 7 
English), Miss Kirsten Neave (Grade 2 
English), Mrs Carrie Theron (Grade 3 
English), Miss Tayla French (Grade 7 
English) 
Insert: Tricia Brink-Jones (Music: violin)

We hope that you will feel right at home at 
Curro Durbanville!

Congratulations to Penelope Mxokozeli 
and Michael Makwakwa for being 
nominated and chosen for this award. Congratulations

Congratulations to Mr Jeanne 
Potgieter on the birth of his 
son.
 
Franco Potgieter, impatient 
and already ruling the roost 
was born at 31 weeks, after 
deciding enough is enough 
and he is ready for the world.
He was born on 3 January 
2020 weighinga mere 1,6kg. 
He spent many weeks in 
NICU and was released to 
finally go home on 7 February 
2020.  



 5

Firs
t D

ay of School



 6

On Friday, 24 January it was once again the annual 
Sunset Social picnic. This event is a beautiful tradition at 
Curro and is always a lovely time for the Curro family to 
spend time together. The theme for this year's Sunset 
Social was Pirates of the Currobean!!! The picnic took 
place on the grass in front of the primary school where 
parents sat and relaxed with their friends. It was the 
ideal time for learners, parents and teachers to get 
together and get to know each other and have some fun!  

Learners from Grade R to Grade 7 dressed up according 
to the theme.  They came dressed as pirates, sailors, 
even Captain Hook with Peter Pan and Tinker Belle 
showed up. Some of the parents also dressed up as 
pirate characters. 
Each grade got a chance to dance in the hall and show 
their dance moves. They also played on the water slides 
and obstacle courses. The DUNK-A-TEACHER was one 
of the highlights of the evening. It was great fun to see how teachers got dunked by learners with their 
accurate throwing 
at the target. The 
parents also had 
their chance to 
show how the 
Macarena actually 
should be danced.  
Everyone that did 
not pack their own 
picnic basket could 
enjoy the juicy 
boerewors rolls and 
cold drink. After 
dark it was once 
again a beautiful 
sight with all the 
different colour 
glow sticks, glowing 
in the dark.

The Sunset Social 
was, like previous 
years, a great 
success. Thanks to 
all the enthusiastic 
Curro parents and 
learners who 
attended this event. 
Everyone from big 
to small, once 
again thoroughly 
enjoyed the 
evening.

Sunset Social
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Grade 6 Camp
Our Grade 6 learners enjoyed a fantastic camp from 29 - 31 January at Back2Basics outside Grabouw. The well-
trained and experienced camp facilitators ensured that our learners were safe at all times. They motivated and 
encouraged our learners to participate in the various camp activities. 
The focus of our Grade 6 camp is leadership development. The leadership skills of our learners were developed 
through a variety of activities, which included different obstacle courses, low ropes and raft building. Following the 
'life line' through the indigenous forest at night (without torches) helped them to overcome their fears and taught 
them to rely on their instinct. On the last night our learners got their torches ready and after sunset embarked on a 
night hike. On their return to base camp, they were welcomed by camp fires that were ready for another highlight : a 
marshmallow braai.
Our learners returned to school exhausted, but excited. The camp was a huge success. The learners got to know 
each other very well, many new friendships were formed and they made memories that will last a lifetime.
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Grade 7 Camp
On 28 January, the Grade 7 class of 2020 left school with eager 
anticipation as we made our way towards the Wortelgat Camp in 
Stanford. 
Upon arrival we were met by friendly facilitators and the excitement 
of sleeping in thatched cabins and chalets for two nights. The 
learners took part in various activities ranging from kayak racing to 
many other thought provoking, teamwork-based activities. These 
activities were a huge highlight throughout our stay at Wortelgat and 
most definitely aided in creating new and lasting bonds between 
many of our learners. 
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Music Tuition
The music department has grown to 285 learners who will receive music 
tuition this year! We now also offer tuition in cello.  We would like to 
welcome two new music teachers – Ms Hester Fischer, our new cello teacher and Ms Tricia Brink-Jones, our new 
violin teacher. 
Curro Durbanville music learners are really fortunate as we offer a wide range of instruments, namely piano, 
recorder, violin, cello, clarinet, singing, keyboard, saxophone, ukulele and drums. We also have marimba bands. 
Anyone who is interested can contact the music department. Enrolment forms are also available at the secretary.

Choirs
We are proud to have two huge choirs – the junior choir consists of 76 members and the senior choir has 75 
members! An exciting year of choir singing lies ahead! This year we will again take part in the Tygerberg- and Cape 
Town Eisteddfod. 
Please take note of the practise times for the two choirs:
Junior Choir  Tuesdays and Thursdays 7:30
Senior Choir  Tuesdays and Fridays 7:30

Concerts
We are planning a very exciting series of concerts in the Auditorium this year.  On the evening of 17 March, we will 
be hosting a family concert - an event which is always exciting and lots of fun! Music learners are encouraged to 
present an item with their family members. We are looking forward to hearing our musical and talented parents 
performing with their children! The music teachers will also present a surprise item. Everyone is welcome to come 
and enjoy the evening with us. Tickets will be available at R40.   
Thank you to every parent for providing your child with an opportunity to take music lessons! May your homes be 
filled with music and may it bring you much joy.

Music
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On Tuesday 21 January, our new 
Curro 'Cubs', the Grade 1's had an 
amazing day with the Grade 6 
'coaches'. 
The purpose of Cubs and Coaches 
is to introduce the Grade 1's to all 
the sports on offer at school. 

Our enthusiastic Grade 1 learners 
watched a swimming 
demonstration, played netball, 
hockey, rugby, cricket and tennis 
with their Grade 6 coaches. It was 
heartwarming to see the 
enjoyment on the little one's faces. 
What was even more wonderful, 
was to witness the gentle, kind and 
encouraging way in which the 
Grade 6's played with the Grade 
1's. 

After a busy day of sport, what 
could be nicer than relaxing in the 
shade of the trees while listening 
to the Grade 6's read stories? 
What could be nicer, why ice 
lollies, of course!

Cubs and Coaches



 11 11

Netball clinic

On Saturday 7 December 2019 Alexa Collen in Grade 6A1 participated in the WP 
Talent Africa trials. Her dance group obtained 91% and were the category winners. 
She therefore qualifies for her 2020 WP colours and will attend the Talent Africa 
Nationals in Pretoria from 1 - 4 April as part of the WP team.

Sport

S.D. participated in the Biathlon League 6 meeting in Millerton on 18 
January 2020. He came first in the running event enduring strong windy 
conditions while he came third overall. Although he is only 11, he 
participated in the under 13 category.
S.D. was also chosen as part of the WP team that will compete at the inter- 
provincial meeting on 1 February 2020 in Oudtshoorn.

Swimming

Dorette Badenhorst, Protea Netball coach presented a clinic for Curro coaches and players on the 31 
January and 1 February. On these two days she shared her knowledge and passion for netball with all 
the players and coaches attending the course. Teacher Sonja, Emarcia and Tayla had the privilege of 
attending this clinic.

Swimming 2020 began with a SPLASH. There 
were 132 Grade 1-3 learners and 50 Grade 4-7 
learners eager to dive into the pool and show 
the coaches what they could do. We are 
excited for what the swimming year is going to 
bring! We encourage ALL learners that are 
water safe and can swim a length/25m unaided 
in a deep pool, to come and join our weekly 
grade swimming sessions. 

Grade 1 learners had a blast 
with the help of some friendly 
high school learners during 

their assessments. 

Congratulations to Anton 
Nieuwoudt (6 x gold), Max 

Gerbi (1 x silver) and Hannah 
van Heerden (1x silver) who 
received medals at the Cape 

of Good Hope Gala held on 18 
January 2020. 

Congratulations!
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     SOUTH AFRICAN JUNIOR CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS  
     The 2019 - SAJCC was scheduled for the 2019 school 

holidays.Twelve Curro Durbanville chess players qualified 
for selection (according to the Youth Selection Policy) for the 

SAJCC event. The event was hosted from    3 – 12 January 2020.  Upon participation, a player earned 
Western Province colours.  Herewith the brilliant results achieved by our dedicated and talented chess 
players:  

Each of these players' parents also deserve a thank you for their effort time and support to expose these 

learners to such wonderful chess opportunities.  Our school coach, Mr Roland Willenberg, should also be 

proud of these results.

The Curro Durbanville chess stars. 

PHOTO CREDIT:  ANGELA VAN 
HEERDEN

A moment of fame:  Mr Ashley, Ethan and 

Hannah van Heerden captured with 

Grandmaster   Levon Aronian.  Mr Ashley 

van Heerden also acted as manager of 

two teams at the SAJCC, i.e. under 12 C 

& D teams.

  We are happy to boast 

with our home coach, 

Roland Willenberg, who 

acts as the head of spirit 

and chief motivator at the 

annual SAJCC event.  Our 

WP players' blood is blue, 

we love chess and are 

loyal and true!  

AFRICAN YOUTH CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP  

The 2019 - AYCC was hosted in Windhoek, Namibia, from 14 – 22 December.  For this 
event, only the best chess players from countries in the continent of Africa were invited.  
Reegan Palmer (Grade 6) participated and at the prize giving, he was congratulated as the 
2nd best chess player in the under 14 team in Africa. Reegan was awarded the title of 
Candidate Master.  This talented chess player also came home with a trophy awarded for 
“the biggest upset in round 5”.  Reegan earned this award since he was able to outwit a 
player with a much higher ranking than himself.  He therefore caused an “upset” in round 5. 
Reegan is a Curro star and we are proud of having him as a primary school chess player.      

Chess

 Name Grade Team Results 

1 Amahle Zenzile 7 u.12A First place  -  Gold  & Board winner 

2 Declan Olkers 4 u.12A First place  -  Gold  & Board winner 

3 Drake Dicks  5 u.12B First place   -  Gold   & Board winner 

4 Ethan v Heerden 5 u.12B First place  -  Gold 

5 Ewald Addinall 5 u.12C First place   -  Gold 

6 James Wilson 4 u.12D Second place   -  Silver  & Board winner 

7    Hannah v Heerden 3 u.10A Second place   -  Silver 

8 Caitlyn Olkers 5 u.12A Second place   -  Silver 

9 Ryan Perkins 7 u.14B Second place  -  Silver 

10 Trinity van Beeck 6 u.14A Fourth   -  Girls 

11 Emlyn Wilson  1 u.8A Fifth place    

 

PHOTO CREDIT: REINT DYKEMA


