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PRIMARY SCHOOL

MESSAGE FROM MR MAREE

Dear Parents and Guardians,
I trust that you are keeping safe during this difficult time of lockdown. Thank you very much for your
positive engagement, supporting us in using Microsoft Teams as a platform to facilitate online learning.
We are currently still within “Week 1” of our online learning program. The last date for this block is
Friday, 17 April 2020. With the lockdown period being extended, we reflected on how we can better use
this tool to provide a positive online learning experience for all involved. Learners feeling connected
with their teacher, friends and school is an important aspect that will be addressed. Greater structure
to support learners and parents at home will be provided.
With regards to our online learning provision in the Primary School, we broke it down into different
waves due to the uncertainty of the lockdown period.

TO CLARIFY:

Wave 1: This was when schools were closed
early and task packs were sent home via e-mail
or collected at school.
Wave 2: The lockdown was implemented and
school closure extended. We started using
Microsoft Teams as a precaution in case the
lockdown gets extended. We are currently on
day 4 of using Microsoft teams to facilitate online
learning
Yours in education

Wave 3: This will start at the beginning of the
extended lockdown period which is Monday, 20
April 2020. During this wave, we will focus on
the following:
- We will continue to use Microsoft Teams as a
platform to facilitate online learning.
- There will be a daily online tutor session for
learners to re-connect with their tutor teacher
and friends. This will take place at 8am every
morning.
- Greater structure will be provided with regards
to daily lessons, specific work to be completed
on specific days and a clear schedule will be
provided.
Thank you for your understanding and
continued support

Mr. Christiaan Maree
1

HOW TO ENCOURAGE GOOD READING
HABITS IN CHILDREN…
Reading is one of the most fundamental skills
children need to learn to be successful. Not only
do good reading skills benefit students
academically, they are also a skill required for
lifelong success. Reading develops vocabulary,
increases attention span, and promotes
stronger analytical thinking.
The key to encouraging reading habits in kids is
reading with them at home from a young age. By
reading together often, your child will learn the
joys reading can bring, helping them develop a
motivation to read. However, every student
learns and processes information differently.
This means that some children may have a
natural love of reading, and some may not. If
your child falls into the second category, don’t
fret. As parents, there are many different
strategies you can use to motivate your child to
read.

First, it’s important to figure out why your child doesn’t like
reading. Not every child loves to read. The good news is
that when you know why your child doesn’t like to read,
you can address the issue and begin to make reading
more enjoyable. By learning to make reading fun, your
child is more likely to develop a love of reading,
encouraging better reading habits and making learning
easier.

Some common reasons children don’t
like to read include:
Your child feels like reading is a chore
Your child has difficulty reading
Your child thinks reading is boring
Your child hasn’t found the right book yet
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TRY THESE 10 EASY TIPS TO ENCOURAGE GOOD READING
HABITS IN YOUR CHILD BY MAKING READING FUN:
CREATE A READING AREA.
Make an area for your child to read in
with his or her help. Grab a bean bag
chair, fun accessories, a variety of
books, and your child will have his or her
own cozy reading corner.
ENCOURAGE READING AT HOME
AND EVERYWHERE IN BETWEEN.
Teach your child that reading is more
than just for books. Practice reading
menus, movie names, road signs, game
instructions, and more—show your child
reading is everywhere.
SET AN EXAMPLE.
Act as a role model and read in front of
your child. Watching you reading magazines, newspapers, and books shows
your child that reading is important.
Encourage your child to join you with his
or her own book while you are reading.
SUPPORT YOUR CHILD.
If your child has difficulty reading and
gets frustrated, take a step back and see
where he or she is struggling. Talk with
his or her teacher and address the issue
as soon as possible.

KEEP READING MATERIALS
IN THE HOUSE.
Give your child easy access to books and other
reading materials at home. This helps him or
her understand that reading doesn’t only
happen at school—it can happen anywhere.
VISIT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY.
Making reading fun can be easy with a library
card. Take advantage of the selection at your
local public library by letting your child pick out
a book that catches his or her attention.
TALK ABOUT WHAT
YOUR CHILD IS READING.
After your child has finished a book, talk about
what happened and ask what his or her favourite part was. This will enhance your child’s
comprehension skills and make reading a
family activity.
EXPOSE YOUR CHILD
TO DIFFERENT BOOK GENRES.
Find a book that interests your child. Explore
different genres like mystery, science-fiction,
comic books, and more. The more interested
your child is in a subject, the more he or she will
be excited to read!

READ EACH NIGHT.

MAKE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN
READING AND REAL LIFE.

Make reading part of your child’s
night-time routine. This habit helps your
child learn to associate reading with
relaxation.

Help your child apply what he or she is reading
to everyday life. Making connections between
books and your child’s own experience can
help increase his or her interest in reading.

READING SHOULD BE FUN, NOT FRUSTRATING!
Use these tips to get your child interested in reading so
he or she can become an even better learner. With a little
focus and direction, you can help give your child the
reading boost he or she needs.
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Friendship Day
“A friend is one of the nicest things you can have,
and one of the best things you can be.”
- Winnie the Pooh

You could feel the love and kindness in the air as
Curro Aurora celebrated Friendship Day. The
learners looked radiant in their red, white and
pink outfits on Friendship Day. There was great
excitement and anticipation with the giving and
receiving of their friendship gifts from their
classmates.

Hope. Love. Kindness.
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Our players had great fun attending four
festivals during the course of this term. The
grade 1 teams played very well in their first
season, and won two out of the four matches.
The grade 2’s worked on
improving their skills and
showed progress as the
season continued. We
are looking forward to
seeing them put their
newly acquired skills to
work during the
second cricket
season.
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AFTERCARE!
Welcome to a new year!

The aftercare programme for Grade 1 – 7 has
welcomed the new learners from Grade R last year
to our Grade 1's this year. We are in awe of their
curiosity and sense of independence. This year we
will be focusing on encouraging learners towards a
healthy balanced lifestyle and mindset with
nutritional meals and an emphasis on participating
in extra-curricular activities.
At Curro Aurora, we offer a variety of interactive
physical and cognitive activities to stimulate the
mind and body towards growth and sustainable
development. We look forward to spending time
with your children and getting to know them.
We wish you a wonderful year ahead, from the
teachers at Aftercare – Adelaide, Annie, Chelsea,
Danielle, Grace, Lydia and Pat.
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Primary School

This year the Primary School Friendship Disco
was organized by the prefects and a Hawaiian
theme was chosen. The Cosmic Hall was
decked out in colourful and beautiful décor that
suited the occasion perfectly. Both the
Foundation and Intermediate Phase learners
had a chance to let their hair down and dance
the evening away. The evening was a huge
success and we look forward to the next one.
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SOFTBALL

There is nothing soft about Softball!

This season was a short season with games
and practices being canceled due to inclement
weather. None the less, we ended off this
season with a high! Our Senior Team
(consisting of more juniors) played at a
festival this term and they won 6 out of the 6
games. Loads of talent was discovered!
Four bases, three strikes, two teams, one
winner. Its not just a game, but a way of
life. Softball. This is my destiny!

Watch this space!
Term 4,
we are coming for you!
8

SWIMMING
During this 2020 swimming season, it has been a start
and stop affair. We started with another professional
run in Curro Aurora Swimming Championships, with a
record number of Primary School swimmers with
amazing results and records falling. Unfortunately, the
school swimming league was hampered with
thunderstorm upon thunderstorm, leaving the season
canceled with all our swimmers’ hard work going
unrewarded.
We encourage our swimmers to expand their swimming
experience by swimming in the Waterborn Junior
League and to participate in open water swimming
events. Our swimmers have shown their strength and
they have made us proud.

Our highlight of the season is our trip to Curro
Klerksdorp, where our swimmers were pushed
to their limits. We came out runners-up in a very
prestigious gala. Our top swimmers did not
disappoint with four of our swimmers having
been awarded the best swimmers in their
age-group.
We encourage our top swimmers to continue
the hard work and good luck for the upcoming
age-group finals.
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BOYS
Throughout the first term, Curro
Aurora’s senior tennis boys’ team
practiced diligently and managed to
persevere to win every single match of
the league. This achievement was only
possible because of the hard work and dedication put in by
the entire team.
The senior boys team will keep doing their best as
the year progresses. All the boys who
participated in the tennis practice throughout
the term were able to improve themselves
and were able to enjoy some good
sportsmanship with their fellow students.

UNDEFEATED!
10

The senior girl’s tennis team is made up of
6 girls and they were undefeated this term.
They played 4 matches and won every
single one. Although tennis is an individual
sport, it takes the whole team to win on the
day. The girls performed phenomenally
well and demonstrated true blue pride. It
was a great term full of fun and we look
forward to more undefeated terms.
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1ST TERM CRICKET

This Term we competed in the English school friendly league,
and thus far our u11 team was undefeated! Even though
many of the matches were effected by the weather, all of the
teams from u9 – 1st team played a minimum of 5 games with
an 80% win ratio.

Congratulations to the following boys who made the

Johannesburg North West Team for the 1st term Saturday
league matches:
U9 – Nikhil Pillay & Lutendo Sikhauli
U10 – Unathi Donga
U11 – Matthew Katzenstien
U12 – Darshan Moodley
U13 – Mutumwa Kusano
We look forward to resuming cricket at the end of
the 3rd term as well as the Curro Cup for the 1st
Team Boys that will be taking place in November
in Durbanville Cape Town.
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We are super proud of Megan Ras
and her pony Tyson G, as this
weekend was their 1st time ever
competing on an eventing track at the
Primary School SANESA Eventing
competition, and they did brilliantly.
Other than an unfortunate knock on
the show jumping course, they held
their own by obtaining a win in the
dressage class. Over the cross
country course, Megan’s pony
jumped every single jump while they
just experienced one run-out at jump
number 17. Nevertheless, 17 out of
18 cross country jumps is amazing!

Primary School SANESA Eventing
competition at Le Godimo in
Hartbeespoort:
Megan Ras – Grade 6
1st Dressage
5th Show Jumping
4th Cross Country
Overall Result for the Day – 5th place
finish!
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The 4th of February couldn’t have come sooner for the
25 cheerleaders traveling to the USA to compete at this
year’s Schools World Championship at Walt Disney
World. The flight there was wonderful and all of us were
spoilt by the cabin crew with gifts to wish us good luck.
The cheerleaders had hard training sessions before the
competition but also some fun visiting Disney’s different
theme parks.
Competition weekend was one of the best Curro Aurora
has ever experienced. They HIT ZERO (they didn’t
have any deductions, wobbles or drops) - A first for the
team. We ended 4th in the Nations Ranking and felt like
champions!!! After the competition weekend, it was time
for the real fun. We visited Sea World, Disney’s Magical
Kingdom and NASA. This was not only a cheerleading
trip, but an educational one as well.
We would like to give thanks to all our supporters,
parents and staff at Curro Aurora for their support and
well wishes. Thank you to Mr JC and Mr Maree for
allowing us to have this opportunity to learn more and
improve our standards. We cant wait for the next trip in
2022.

Let’s go CURRO!
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ATHLETICS
The Athletics season of 2020 has been extremely
successful thus far. The year kicked off with
outstanding participation from Grades 1-7 at the
Inter-House Athletics Day and extensive growth is
evident throughout the Primary School over the last
4 years. A total number of 80 athletes participated in
the Inter-Cluster Athletics, where all the participating
athletes made Curro Aurora extremely proud.

2020!

A huge congratulations to our athletes who
were chosen to represent Curro Aurora at the
Gauteng Championship during the holidays.
We wish them the best of luck! A collective
thanks is extended to all students, staff and
coaches for their continued support and
passion for athletics.

Furthermore, congratulations to our Top 12 athletes with
their outstanding results at the Curro Athletics Cup,
where the team placed 12th out of 28 schools.
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PUBLIC SPEAKING

Our Public Speakers seem to
only get better with time and
this year was no different. We
were blown away by our Junior
and Senior Speakers, who
chose an Idiom or Proverb of
their choice and interpreted it at
their own discretion. Our
adjudicators were faced with a
very tough decision at the end
of the evening, especially with
the heart-warming and personal
interpretations of the topics from
our Senior participants. A huge
congratulations to all those who
participated in the event and we
can’t wait to see what you
produce in 2021!

What a glorious day
for Curro Aurora!
The isiZulu Public Speaking event was
held in the Galaxy Hall on the 10th of
March 2020. Parents and teachers
gathered to observe our learners as they
showcased their different talents. The
event included numerous activities that
were prepared by our primary school
learners who take isiZulu as their first
additional language subject. The isiZulu
teachers and adjudicators wore their best
traditional garb in keeping up with the
theme of the event.
We would like to congratulate all of the speakers for a
splendid job done, as well as our grade 7 learners who
did immaculate work assisting during the event. Well
done Currorians!

Siyabahalalisela!

BEST SPEAKERS:
Foundation Phase:
1st - Mpumelelo Buthelezi
2nd - Khotso Motsamai
3rd - Arikonisaho Makhwanya
Intersen Phase Junior:
1st - Anelisa Miso
2nd - Anne Mogoru
3rd - Sisanda Mbebe

Intersen Phase Senior:
1st - Kopano Mphahlele
2nd - Snakekelwe Zwane
3rd - Nokwanda Buthelezi
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PUBLIC SPEAKING

Parents, teachers and adjudicators were treated to a
magical evening of Afrikaans speeches. Topics for the
Grade 3 – 7’s included: footprints, numbers, love and
South African festivals. Karla Lotz, accompanied by her
father, sang a compilation of beautiful Laurika Rauch
songs. The adjudicators had a challenging task to
decide upon the Junior and Senior winners! We were
pleased with the high standard of Afrikaans speeches,
especially our little Grade 3’s! The Grade 3 ‘Uitblinker’
for the night was Amy Crous. Congratulations to our
Junior Winner, Ewan Liechti and Senior winner, Karla
Lotz! Welgedaan!

Afrikaans

Grade 3 Participants with Ms King & Ms Le Roux

Grade 4 & 5 Participants

Grade 3 Uitblinker: Amy Crous

Grade 6 & 7 Participants
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Academic Top Ten

Congratulations to all our grade 4 to 7 learners who were placed in the
Top 10 for their academic achievements for Term 1.
Keep up the hard work!

Grade 4

1. Matthis Malherbere
2. Catherine Rothmeyer
3. Christopher Rimmington
4. Riley Mitchell
5. Joshua Hayter
6. Rachel Fairweather
7. Isabella Greeff
8. Isabella Venter
9. Rufaro Mzara
10. Nimai Radhalal

Grade 6
1. Zaine Niemand
2. Karla Lotz
3. Kaitlyn Cook
4. Nokwanda Buthelezi
5. Liya Naidoo
6. Joshua Rudman
7. Muhammad Shaik
8. Mikayla Smit
9. Thidinaleyi Phupheli
10. Mia Stansfield

Grade 5

1. Isabella Little
2. Sage Barnett
3. David Sinkonde
4. Kaitlyn van de Vyver &
Dylan Mitchell
5. Joel Lawrence
6. Sonali Sewraj
7. Kaylyn Webb
8. Billy Du Plessis
9. Mallika Bhana
10. Kristin Woodcock

Grade 7
1. Jenna Katzenstein
2. Apolline Malherbe
3. Cassidy Steenveld and Kopano
Mphahlele
4. Keira Pugh and
Paige Stroud
5. Nikhil Stephen
6. Larissa Buckley
7. Pabala Seooe
8. Kalinda Harmse
9. Cole Robinson
10. Kelsey Esterhuizen
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PREFECT CAMP
The Prefects for 2020 attended a prefect camp at Camp Konka on
Monday, 13 January 2020. All the learners participated in a variety
of team-building activities and developed new leadership skills.
The prefects had to work together to solve puzzles and overcome
different obstacles. Each learner had the opportunity to showcase
their leadership skills in the various activities. They had a lot of fun
during and enjoyed each activity whilst still learning new skills.

From the prefects...
The prefect day camp at Camp Konka was truly
an eye-catching experience. It left all of us,
prefects, acknowledging the power of leadership
and how to maintain it. This day wouldn’t have
happened if it wasn’t for the welcoming facilitators
who guided us through everything. Whether it be
memorable activities, informing us about
leadership lessons or their hospitality.

We did many activities (traffic jam, spiderweb
etc.) that we could only conquer through
teamwork and listening to each other. At the start,
we did struggle a bit with some of the activities
however, towards the end of the day we
succeeded very well.

These activities made us end up with scars,
have pain throughout our bodies nevertheless,
the facilitators guided us to never give up.
They mentioned that as a leader you're going
to endure pain, jealousy and people not
listening to you or co-operating with you but
you must persevere as you are being a great
role model and your team (prefects) is there for
you.

Their Road To Success

At the end of the day, we knew that as a leader,
you need to be responsible, loyal, honest,
disciplined, and respectful. To this day we still
interpret the lessons we were taught to our
daily lives and know how to be amazing Curro
Aurora prefects of 2020. We try our utmost
best to make history in the school for prefects!
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The TikTok
Trend
What you need to know …

Does your child have a TikTok account? Then this
information might be valuable. Although TikTok is a great
platform for your child to express themselves, it is not
always harmless fun.

What is TikTok?

The trending challenges

On TikTok it’s all about appearing cool and
attractive and users take on challenges to
become ‘the next big thing’. It is important
that children remember that not everyone
has their best interests at heart.

TikTok is a very popular video-sharing social media app
that lets users record and upload bite-sized looping videos
of themselves. Users can also spice videos up with special
HHFWVVWLFNHUVPXVLFDQGVRXQGFOLSVȂPDNLQJLWDOOWKH
more appealing.

Should you allow
your child to use
the app?

Source: www.nationalonlinesafety.com

You don’t have to forbid
your child from using the
app (they might not listen
anyway), but make sure they
use it responsibly and that their
accounts are private. Ask them
the following.
• Can this content hurt you later
on?
• Can this content hurt
someone you love?
• Can this content hurt
anyone else?
If the answer to any of these
questions is ‘yes’, they should
rethink their decision to post.
And they should never post
anything provocative or
violent. Wearing their school
uniform or showcasing
their school in any of the
content is also a BIG NO. If
they get caught, there will be
consequences. Make sure they understand that they are
ambassadors of their school.

Why should you be concerned?

While TikTok can be harmless fun and
a great way for your child to express
themselves in a creative way, it can be
KXUWIXOWRRȂWR\RXUFKLOGDQGRWKHU
children. TikTok makes it easy to connect
with other users. This includes the ability
to comment on and react to other users’
videos. By default, this means that
others can also comment on your
child’s videos and, if their account isn’t set
to ‘private’, strangers can comment too.
As you know, comments aren’t always
positive, fair or true.

Did you know?

TikTok has an age restriction of 13.
If the user is younger than 13 they must use the app with parental supervision.
The next time your child is on the app, have them look out for harmful content and report
this – and encourage them to make double sure that what they upload is positive.
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