Date: 15 April 2020

Issue no.: 10 – CAB Term 1

Dear Parent
Curro Aurora is based on a tradition of success in terms of high achievement, a caring approach to
our learners, and in providing opportunities for all. Whatever your background, learning needs, gifts
and talents, we believe we offer all learners a chance to do well, both with regard to their learning
and in preparation for adulthood. We boast facilities to appeal to learners who are sporty, academic,
creative, and woke.
We are excited about the start Term 2 – even though it might be under the restrictive conditions of
the national lockdown. We will continue to build on the good work done during Term and we are
committed to achieving excellence in all that we do. This requires dedication, determination, hard
work and a relentless approach towards achieving the very highest standards. We have a team of
staff who all want the very best for the learners. With your support, we will continue to improve.
We urge parents, learners and teachers to get involved whenever and wherever possible – it is only
in building a strong Aurora community that we can achieve true greatness.
#GET_INVOLVED

COVID-19
The World Health Organisation (WHO) declared the COVID-19 outbreak as a global pandemic on
11 March 2020, and called upon governments around the world to do more to combat the virus.
Concern over this new virus can make children and families anxious. While we don’t know where
and to what extent the disease may spread here in South Africa, we do know that it is contagious,
that the severity of illness can vary from individual to individual, and that there are steps we can take
to prevent the spread of infection.
Acknowledging some level of concern, without panicking, is appropriate and can result in taking
actions that reduce the risk of illness. Helping children cope with anxiety requires providing accurate
prevention information and facts without causing undue alarm.
Curro Holdings has aligned its procedures regarding the outbreak of the coronavirus in southern
Africa with the Governments, Departments of Education and other authorities in the countries in
which it is represented, to ensure that we comply with the preventative measures prescribed in the
interest of the health of our learners, our parents and our staff.
Curro’s processes and procedures regarding the management of the coronavirus, as outlined across
the company, have been implemented to protect our learners, parents, staff and other stakeholders.
We understand parents’ concerns about the disruptive nature of the global pandemic and the impact
it will have on the school year. We would like to reassure all parents and guardians that Curro is
committed to providing our children with a full year’s schooling; all stipulations in terms of your
enrolment agreement with Curro will remain in place.

087 087 7773 | info@aurora.co.za | www.curro.co.za

1

The outbreak spread forced President Cyril Ramaphosa to declare a lockdown till the end of April.
In doing so, we hope to ensure that we have everyone back for the remainder of the second term,
healthy and strong, so that all the good work done thus far in 2020 can continue across the
academic, sporting and cultural spheres at our schools.
As communicated by our Executive Head, Mr JC Engelbrecht recently, teaching time lost will
be made up according to the 3 scenarios outlined in the letter.
Lockdown
During this period, except for public holidays, administrative and support staff will be available online
to assist with any queries that you might have.
All sports and cultural events, excursions and tours have either been cancelled or postponed.

It is very important to remember that children look to adults for guidance on how to react to stressful
events. If parents seem overly worried, children’s anxiety may rise. Parents should reassure children
that health and school officials are working hard to ensure that people throughout the country stay
healthy.
However, children also need factual, age appropriate information about the potential seriousness of
disease risk and concrete instruction about how to avoid infections and spread of disease. Teaching
children positive preventive measures, talking with them about their fears, and giving them a sense
of some control over their risk of infection can help reduce anxiety.
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Precautionary measures
Currently, there is no vaccine for the coronavirus. There are
no specific measures currently recommended to prevent
coronavirus, but the following can provide protection against
infection with coronaviruses and many other viruses that are
more common in South Africa:

•
•
•
•
•
•

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20
seconds. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitiser.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Stay home when you are sick and try and keep distance from others at home.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.
Avoid contact with farm or wild animals (alive or dead), animal markets, and products that
come from animals (such as uncooked meat).
Any student, parent or family returning from high risk countries like China, Italy, etc. is
requested to remain home for 14 days, from the date of their return to South Africa, in order
to monitor any potential signs or symptoms of the virus – if any of the symptoms, listed below,
appear, please consult your doctor.

Symptoms of coronavirus
Current symptoms reported for patients with coronavirus have included mild to severe respiratory
illness with fever, cough, and difficulty breathing. The complete clinical picture about coronavirus is
still not fully clear. Reported illnesses have ranged from infected people with little to no symptoms,
to people being severely ill and dying. Patients with underlying illness and the elderly appear to be
at increased risk of severe illness.
Treatment for coronavirus
Treatment is supportive (e.g. provide oxygen for patients with shortness of breath or treatment for
fever). There is no specific antiviral treatment available. Antibiotics do not treat viral infections.
However, antibiotics maybe required if bacterial secondary infection develops.
Should your child have any flu-like symptoms, we ask parents to inform the school, keep learners
at home and contact your doctor.
We confirm that the well-being of our learners and parents are our primary concern and that any
change in the current situation will be met with an appropriate response from Curro.
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ALUMNI
If you have been with Aurora, now Curro Aurora, please send an email to alumni@curro.co.za with
your name and surname, the year you completed school, your telephone number and email address
– to form part of the Curro Aurora alumni database.
Alumni children save 50% on their enrolment fee and 10% on their school fees.
Also follow us on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/curroalumni
Visit our website for more info: https://www.curroalumni.co.za/
GET INVOLVED:
We call on all learners, parents and teachers in the Curro Aurora family
to get involved – participate where you can, show interest and help to
grow our magnificent school.
Our CURRO AURORA APT (ASSOCIATION OF PARENTS &
TEACHERS) raises funds for the school and strives to promote school
spirit and fun. Although Curro provides for the needs and services of our
learners, the funds from the APT provide the cherry-on-top that makes
us all stand out.
Please also save the dates for numerous activities that are planned to
take place over the course of the year.

Term 3

Women’s Day Tea
Golf Day
Family Fun Day

Saturday, 1 August
Friday, 21 August
Saturday, 5 September

The 2019 Yearbook is proudly sponsored by the APT.
The APT also sponsored hoodies for our high school Sound and Lighting Team (SALT) as well as
T-Shirts for all our coaches.
The Great Grade Quiz took place on Friday 13 March – the High School teachers team won!
Congratulations!

Please come and support the APT in all our endeavors. We would love to meet you.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
THANDANANI
On Tuesdays after school, our learners take the time to tutor kids from Thandanani. At the end of
each term, we celebrate with a small party for the kids.
CURRO CASTLE AFTERCARE
Curro Aurora: total education. Total education demands that we
afford your children opportunities to develop entirely, hence our
complete educational offering.
This ranges from academic rigour and enrichment, sports,
cultural pursuits, learner leadership initiatives, communitybuilding projects to clubs, societies and service involvement.
Learners do not stand still at Curro Aurora – our motto clearly
denotes a call to action: Carpe Diem.
The following learners will volunteer at Curro Castle in the
afternoons after school. This will help in building relationships
and developing negotiation skills (A critical skill dealing with 3year-old learners).

Thando Maseko

11

Thokozile Malanda

11

Kgalalelo Shole

10

Siphesihle Mahangu

11

Jasmyn Nell

10

Boitshepo Menyatso

11

Frema Ababio

10

Mihlali Madikane

11

10

Thando Khuvutlu

11

Rae-Kyndra
Ragobeer
Kayla Bailey

Willow Evans

11

Moaho Cauke

12

Alexa Cawood

11

12

Shriya Balaram

11

Michaela
Mohammed
Megan Winterbach

Luvuyo Badela

11

Sonali Moodliar

11

Rebecca du Pont

11

Alicia Chandinga

11

10

11
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PARKRUN:
Parkruns are free, weekly, community events all around the world. Parkrun events are 5km and take
place on Saturday morning in parks and open spaces.
Parkrun is a positive, welcoming and inclusive experience where
there is no time limit, and no one finishes last. Everyone is welcome
to come along, whether you walk, jog, run, volunteer or spectate.
We would like to put together a team of volunteers to help at the
Golden Harvest parkrun on Saturday 9th of May.
Please contact susan.v4@curro.co.za if you have a parkrun number
and are willing to volunteer.
We have already started to see a few consistent participants every
week. Thank you for the community spirit, guys!
SHAVATHON
The theme ‘Hope 2020’ is apt, as learners
gave ‘Hope’ to cancer survivors and loved
ones, by showing solidarity with them in the
fight against cancer as they stenciled, gelled,
sprayed or shaved their hair.
On Wednesday 11 March 2020, we had a
Blue Pride Shavathon.
Thank you to everyone who participated. Together we raised over R20 00 for CANSA. A special
thanks to the APT and hair@eric.

#bluepride
#currosupportscansa
#iminvolved
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COMMUNICATION:
During this upcoming extended holiday, it is vital that we have open communication channels as
we will be expecting learners to continue their learning whilst at home. Various channels of
communication will be exploited, including e-mails, WhatsApp groups, ITSI and Microsoft Teams.
We ask that parents assist learners in obtaining access to the internet to facilitate distance
learning solutions.
Contact details of the School Management Team and Grade Heads herewith for easy reference:
Cindy Duma

Cindy.D3@curro.co.za

Head of High
School
FET Phase Head

Dion Kotze

Dion.K@curro.co.za

Sarah-Jane Olivier

Sarah-Jane.O01@curro.co.za

Snr Phase Head

Donne Valkenburg

Donne.V1@curro.co.za

Head of Sport

Adrian Ferreira

Adrian.F@curroholdings.co.za

Head of Culture

Saskia Snyders

Saskia.S@curro.co.za

Nicole Webb

Nicole.W2@curro.co.za

Maria Chou

Maria.C@curro.co.za

Judy Beeston

Judy.B@curroholdings.co.za

Anita Bornman

Anita.B@curro.co.za

Janine Tobin

Janine.T@curro.co.za

Wendy Longwitz

Wendy.L2@curro.co.za

Kelsey Gallon

Kelsey.G2@curro.co.za

Brendan van Zyl

Brendan.v@curro.co.za

Kyla Hayter

Kyla.H@curro.co.za

Warrick Hammond

Warrick.H@curro.co.za

Receptionist

Grade 12 Heads

Grade 11 Heads

Grade 10 Heads

Grade 9 Heads

Grade 8 Heads
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SPORT
Mr Adrian Ferreira
Swimming:
The Grade 8 to 10 Inter-House Swimming Gala took place on Friday, 17 January. Cheered along
by spirited supporters from all the houses, Atlantis won with 238 points. Discovery were 2nd on
183, Challenger 3rd with 164 and Apollo 4th with 115. The overall winners were determined after
The Curro Aurora Swimming Championships which took place on Friday, 24 January. The points
from the gala were added to the points from the Grade 8 to 10 Inter-House Swimming Gala to
determine the overall places.
Results:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Atlantis
Discovery
Challenger
Apollo

378
301
310
187

The swimmers participated in 5 friendly galas that led up to the Gauteng Co-Ed High Schools ‘C’
League Inter-High Gala. This took place at Delville Pool on Thursday, 5 March.
Results:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Dainfern College
686
Edenvale High School
649
Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg 608
Curro Aurora
574
Reddam House Bedfordview
465

14 swimmers and 1 relay team qualified for the Prestige Gala that took place at St Stithians College
on Tuesday, 10 March. The top 2 individual swimmers and relay teams from the 11 League InterHigh Galas participated:
The following finished in medal positions:
• Kiara Fryer: u/17 Girls 50m Breaststroke (1st) & u/17 Girls 50m Freestyle (3rd)
• Alexia McCabe: u/14 Girls 50m Butterfly (3rd)
Softball:
The 1st team won all their matches with wins over The King’s College,
Pecanwood College, SAHETI School and Summerhill International
College. The u/15 team won 4 out of 5 matches. The wins were
achieved against The King’s College, Pecanwood College and Curro
Academy Wilgeheuwel.
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Cricket:
A number of games were rained out but the 1st team won 3 of 5 payed and enjoyed victories against
Curro Academy Wilgeheuwel, Pecanwood College and St Dunstan’s College. The u/15 team won 1
of the 2 matches played.
Tennis:
A number of matches were rained out.
•
•
•

The boys ‘A’ team won 2 and lost 2 matches, including wins against Allen Glen High School
and Greenside High School.
The boys’ ‘B’ team played 1 match which they lost.
The girls team won 1 of 3 played, winning against Crawford College Lonehill.

Athletics Curro Cup:
The Inaugural Athletics Curro Cup took place at TUKS Athletic Stadium on Wednesday, 5 February.
32 High Schools and 27 Primary Schools took part. Each team consisted of 12 athletes. Each athlete
was allowed to do a maximum of three events. There were a number of races that had heats.
The following achieved podium places:
• Cameron Malan (u/15 girls):
• Basha Mosiuoa (u/16 girls):
• Kamilah Hank (u/16 girls):
• Mbali Lehlongoane (u/19 girls):
• Lethokuhle Magagula (u/14 boys):
• Julian van Achterberg (u/16 boys):
• Keegan Smith (u/16 boys):
• Lunga Matanzima (u/19 boys):
• Kevin Reynders (u/19 boys):
• Siyabonga Mokhosi (u/19 boys):
• Andile Majozi (u/19 boys):

Long Jump (2nd)
100m hurdles: (3rd)
800m (1st)
100m hurdles (1st)
High Jump (1st)
100m (2nd)
800m (3rd)
Long Jump (3rd)
High Jump (3rd)
3000m (2nd)
110m hurdles (3rd)

Cheerleading:
Curro Aurora, assisted by the APT, hosted the first competition
of the year on Saturday, 7 March.
Results:
• HS All Girl Small Division: Curro Aurora Blue Ice (1st)
• HS Co-ed Small Division: Curro Aurora Blue Storm
(2nd)
• HS Group Stunts: Curro Aurora Blue Thunder (4th)
• HS Group Stunts: Curro Aurora Blue Lightning (5th)
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Golf:
The ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams participate in the Central Gauteng Schools ‘A’ League. The ‘A team has
qualified for the league final.
The ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams played in the Pecanwood College Golf Tournament held at Pecanwood Golf
& Country Club on Thursday, 27 and Friday, 28 February.
Results:
Team Competition:
• ‘A’ team: 3rd
• ‘B’ team: 28th

Individual Competition:
The following finished in the top 10:
• Stefano Marchetti: tie 5th
• Kim Turgut: tie 10th

Equestrian:
The riders competed in the first 2 SANESA qualifier that took place at Maple Ridge Equestrian Farm.
Rae-Kyndra Ragoobeer has achieved five 3rd place finishes from the fourteen events in which she
has competed. Chevaun Barker has achieved a 2nd place from her three events.
Winter Sports:
The rugby and netball season started with the 1st and u/16 teams’ participation at the SAHETI
Festival. The boys’ and girls’ hockey teams started their season in the inaugural Curro Aurora Night
Series. All the teams have since played in the Tyger Valley Derby Day, the Curro Aurora Sports
Festival and league and friendly matches.
Tyger Valley hosted the 9th annual Derby Day on 7 March. The teams achieved the following results:
Netball:
• 1st won 50-5
• u/16 won 9-5
• u15 won 9-6
• u14A won 10-3
• u14B won 10-5

Rugby:
• 1st won 14-12
• u/16 lost 40-17
• u/15 won 22-14
• u/14 won 22-0

Girls’ Hockey:
• 1st lost 3-1
• 2nd lost 6-0

Boys’ hockey:
• 1st won 4-1
• u/15 won 5-1
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Curro Aurora hosted The King’s College and Pecanwood College on 14 March. 38 teams competed.
Results:
Boys’ hockey:
• 1st vs The King’s College: won 5-0
• 1st vs Pecanwood College: won 11-0
• u/15 The King’s College: won 4-0
• u/15 The King’s College: won 3-1

Girls’ hockey:
• 1st vs The King’s College: won 2-0
• 1st vs Pecanwood College: won 2-0
• u/15 The King’s College: won 4-0
• u/15 The King’s College: won 3-1

Netball:
• 1st vs The King’s College: won 34-6
• 1st vs Pecanwood College: won 23-10
• u/17 vs Pecanwood College: lost 8-4
• u/16 vs The King’s College: won 8-0
• u/16 vs Pecanwood College: lost 7-6
• u/15 vs Pecanwood College: lost 13-7
• u/14A vs Pecanwood College u/14A:
drew 6-6
• u/14B vs Pecanwood College u/14B:
won 13-4
• u/14B vs Pecanwood College u/14C:
won 10-3

Rugby:
• 1st vs The King’s College: won 36-0
• 1st vs Pecanwood College: won 14-0
• u/17 vs Pecanwood College: won 24-0
• u/17 vs Pecanwood College: won 12-5
• u/16 vs The King’s College: won 34-17
• u/15 vs Pecanwood College: lost 12-5
• u/15 vs Pecanwood College: lost 33-10
• u/14 vs Pecanwood College: won 19-7
• u/14 vs The King’s College: lost 5-0

Curro Aurora vs Curro Academy Wilgeheuwel:
NETBALL:
• 1st won 19-4
• u/17 lost 9-4
• u/16 won 13-3
• u/15 lost 7-8
• u/14A won 12-0
• u/14B won 10-3
RUGBY:
• 1st won 22-12
• 2nd drew 19-19
• u/15 won 20-0
• u/14 lost 2-0
HOCKEY:
Girls 2nd vs Curro Academy Wilgeheuwel 1st: won 1-0
Boys u/15 vs Curro Academy Wilgeheuwel 1st: won 2-0
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Curro Aurora vs St John’s College:
The boys 1st team played against St John’s 2nd and won 4-1.
Curro Aurora vs Crawford College Lonehill:
Boys’ Results:
• 1st won 4-0
• u/15 won 1-0
• a composite 1st/u/15 played their 2nd team and drew 2-2
Curro Aurora Hockey Night Series:
By Jonathan Wernich
The Curro Aurora Hockey Night Series kicked off on Friday, 7 February and ran every Friday evening
until Friday, 6 March. The first four weeks had eight girls and eight boys’ teams from schools around
Johannesburg competing in the group stages. Matches consisted of fifteen-minute halves.
Supporters came out in their droves to support the hockey. There was a lovely festive atmosphere
with music, food and enthusiastic support.
Curro Aurora's 1st team girls had a tight final group match where they narrowly lost to Crawford
College Lonehill 2-1. They then met the eventual champions, Crawford International Schools
Ruimsig Maragon in the semi- finals. The girls played some very attractive hockey throughout and
have shown that they will be a competitive team in the 2020 season.
The Curro Aurora 1st and u/15 teams competed in the boys’ section. The u/15s managed to top their
group with a hard-fought victory over the Curro Academy Wilgeheuwel’s 1st team to win 4-3. Their
Night Series came to an end in the quarter finals where they lost 2-0 to The King's School West
Rand 1st team.
The 1st team boys played some great hockey in the group stages but were a little slow out the blocks
in the beginning of the Night Series with some very tight games. This came to an end with the 1 st
team putting on a goal scoring masterclass in the quarter and semi-finals, beating The Kings School
West Rand and The King’s College 7-0 and 9-0 respectively. The 1st team boys were later crowned
champions of the Curro Aurora Hockey Night Series, beating Crawford International Schools
Ruimsig Maragon 1-0 in the final.
Street Dance
The Dance Sport School League this season saw Curro Aurora’s dance team, Blue Fusion, come
out on top once again.
Blue Fusion remains the undefeated champions in the Johannesburg league for the past two years,
winning every competition in the season as well as the Inter-Schools competition held at Fourways
High on the 14th of March.
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Individual dancers that have placed in the top three for their categories include:
• U14 boys – Luvo Ntanga & Lethu Ntlanganiso
• U14 girls – Okuhle Scheepers, Tinyiko Marivate
• U16 boys – Jared Rypstra, Tanaka Paradza & Connor Govender
• U16 girls – Munashe Dombodzvukou & Maud Ratau
• Open boys – Siphesihle Mahlangu
The other schools that are included in the league this year are Fourways High, St. Stithians Girls’
College, Queens High, St. Peter’s College, Acts House of Education, Curro Wilgeheuwel, and Home
School.

CULTURE
Mrs Saskia Snyders
Curro Create
The CAS project will continue as a conduit for our learners’ creativity,
but with a few modifications: with the learners and teachers having
some downtime, we look forward to a really creative batch of entries.
CAS 2020 will, however, be a full virtual project: all entries will be
submitted on video and will be adjudicated by our full panel, on video.
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Feedback will be written on our adjudication slips as per normal and will be couriered to the HOC
at each school.
Full details about this will reach you after the Easter weekend. Submissions categories are now
due on Friday, 17 April, a week later than previously scheduled.
All performance category recordings will be accepted in the week of 4 to 8 May. We will send you
full details about this - our aim is to make the process as easy and uncomplicated as possible for
the learners and the teachers. No CAS entries will be accepted after the Friday, 8 May deadline.
This is to facilitate the adjudication process and to stick to the deadline of sending results and
certification to schools before the end of Term 2.
Entries for the Curro Create National Youth Theatre Festival still close on Friday, 24 April.
The creative arts have always flourished in times of crisis - make things, create meaning, find the
beauty in every challenging situation and stay safe.

Public Speaking
Term 1, once again, was synonymous with Public Speaking. With nine grueling events and hours of
training, Curro Aurora rose to the occasion and were regularly complimented for their ability to
capture an audience’s attention, their emotional intelligence and the mature way in which they spoke
about sensitive topics whilst being persuasive and assertive.
The Grade 8 Prepared Teams competed at Curro Aurora. The teams went up against some stiff
competition and some tough adjudication. The first Grade 8 team of Laila Little, Matthew Wentworth,
Ariya Govender and Paul Harbor tackled the tough subject of women empowerment and achieving
goals in a social media driven world. Fantastic speaking from the team saw them come out with a
solid B. Following the rest of the competition was Curro Aurora’s second speaking team, consisting
of Tara Engelbrecht, Pooja Chanilall, Shreya Jungbahadur and Shannen Gumede. This team spoke
strongly about bulling and the effects of social media on our youth, also receiving a noteworthy and
well complemented B in the process.
Both teams were excellent representatives of the school and did themselves and Curro Aurora very
proud, only being outdone by one school who achieved a B+. A very successful evening and a
fantastic start to the year for Grade 8 Public Speaking.
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The Grade 9s Prepared Teams competed at Northcliff
High and their speeches were nothing short of
outstanding. Their level of intelligence was the highlight
of the night for all those in attendance. They spoke
eloquently and their topics displayed a resounding
awareness of themselves and their planet. We are
proud of our Grade 9 teams: Hilton Botha, Shriya
Tandree, Gabriel Kuzmanich, Dean du Plessis and
Shenade Mchunu, Kansas Brews, Christabel
Akpoduado and Manesu Mfokozanah.

The Grade 10 Prepared Team did themselves proud at Greenside High School. The speakers:
Achumile Koyana (Chair), Josh Daniels, Paris Botha and Reatile Khumalo achieved a welldeserved A grade for an excellent speech on the topic of 'It's complicated!' They competed against
six teams and were commended for their creative exploration of the topic, as well as their polished
and eloquent delivery.
They commanded the audience very well and developed the topic with aplomb.
The Grade 11 Impromptu Team speakers
competed in the Speech and Drama
Festival at St Teresa’s. Their topic was
‘Tradition’, and the team presented a
mature, thought-provoking analysis. They
were commended on their commitment,
sincerity and ability to connect with the
audience. We achieved an A symbol, which
was the highest achievement of the
evening. Well done to Sabrina Freeman,
Megan Winterbach, Luvuyo Badela and
Siphesihle Mahlanga!
The Grade 11 Prepared Team speakers
competed at St Stithians College. Their
topic was ‘Competition’; they addressed
competition within ourselves, within the
education community, and even the
competition that exists in comedy. They
were commended for their individual
speeches and they were awarded an A
symbol. Well done to Nathan Hugo,
Ofentse Mogotsi, Sizenalo Bidla and
Eugene Cilliers!
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Ezra Pohl competed in the Individual Speaker category at Hyde Park. He was highly commended
and received the comment that he is the most engaging speaker the adjudicator has ever seen.
He achieved a B+, after competing in both prepared and impromptu rounds. He was truly an
excellent ambassador for our school. Well done, Ezra!
Thank to every learner, parent, guardian and teacher who invested so much of their time and
passion into researching, writing, training, guiding and supporting our Public Speakers. It has been
a good term.
Curro Create From Broadway to Bird Street

Ciara Rudman(Grade 10) proudly represented Curro Aurora as part of the "From Broadway to
Birdstreet" cast!
The 22 Curro learners who made up the cast were hand-picked after nationwide auditions were
held.
Well done, Ciara - you're a star!
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NEA
Congratulations to Danielle Bosman, Alicia Ferguson and Nicole Krause. These three Grade 12
learners were invited during Term 1 to participate in the NEA Young Performer Awards
Competition’s quarter finals. This is a remarkable achievement and we are proud of them.

Marimbas
It is with great pride that we started our high school marimba band this term.

Under the talented and dedicated guidance of our own Alicia Ferguson (Grade 12), the marimba
band has been learning, rehearsing and sharing their passion for music. We look forward to great
things from this group. Alicia Ferguson was elected as the Marimba Band captain.
Creative Writing
Learners in Grade 10 and 11 have been finding their inner writers in our Creative Writing course
this term. They have been playing around with the nature of different narratives and different plot
devices. They have learned to create complicated and interesting characters whom readers will
either fall in love with or hate with a passion – both very important sides of creating believable
characters.
We have been incorporating various writing techniques and exercises to get learners to open their
minds and find their inspiration. They will be submitting these short stories for Curro CAS, after
rigorous rounds of self and peer-editing. Once we have completed the Curro CAS process, we will
compile an anthology to publish their creations.
Thank you to all the dedicated writers who have been participating in this course. We are so
looking forward to navigating your characters and narratives!
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Choir

The term started with a
whole school drive to
audition
as
many
learners as possible.
We uncovered some
hidden talent and are
excited about the High
School Choir.
The Choir has grown, and the learners are committed and ready to showcase their talents.
The choir had a teambuilding workshop and went on our first Choir Camp during this first term of
2020.

The growth and development that we have seen in these learners is remarkable. On the camp, the
choir leaders were selected.
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Congratulations to Rebecca du Pont who was selected as the choir captain. Congratulations to Jade
Martins, Kiara Fourie and Thendo Makgari who were also selected as choir leaders.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT
Curro is well-equipped to manage recent developments facing our schools. With isolation
measures being put in place, we will leverage alternative approaches to teaching and learning.
Microsoft Office 365 for Education is fully deployed across Curro and provides our teachers and
learners with a set of tools to facilitate learning. Our teachers have received training on using
these tools and have the full support of the Head Office staff and technology champions at their
schools in adapting to implement remote learning.
We would specifically like to reassure the parents of our Grade 11 and Matric learners that
detailed plans are in place to assist our learners with their preparation for their final school year.
Details in terms of dedicated infrastructure and learning support will be communicated across
various platforms, including e-mails; WhatsApp groups, ITSI and Teams. We ask that parents
make internet connectivity available to learners in order to facilitate the learning process.
A comprehensive document with information of work to be covered by learners during the
extended holiday has been posted to MyHub.

GREEN CAMPUS DRIVE
Curro Aurora has launched its Green Campus Campaign, an initiative that encourages students and
staff to beautify and take responsibility for spaces they occupy, as well as to recycle waste material.
Over this holiday, we urge everyone to try only three things (if you are not doing so already):
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1.Take reusable bags to the store with you to grocery shop instead of opting for paper or plastic. It’s
wasteful and unnecessary – and several bags with every grocery trip can add up to a lot of garbage
over a lifetime.
2. Reuse old water bottles or purchase water bottles that you can refill instead of tossing out a new
bottle every time you need to quench your thirst.
3. When you’re not using appliances or you’re not in a room, turn off lights and other electronics. An
easy way to implement this is by connecting your electronics to a surge protector and flipping the
switch when you leave the room.

Mathematics National Benchmark Test Training for Grade 12 Learners
The National Benchmark Test (NBT) is a set of tests used to assess a learner’s academic literacy,
quantitative literacy and mathematical ability in an effort to measure academic readiness for
university. The NBTs are split into two 3-hour exams, one is called AQL and the other MAT. AQL
focuses on Academic and Quantitative Literacy and the MAT focuses only on Mathematics.
Universities use the results of the NBTs to determine the extra help/support the learners may need
at University. Universities also use the results to decide if a learner’s university application is
successful or not.
The initial plan for the contact sessions on the 4th and 5th of April has been adjusted due to the
extended break. The NBT training will still go ahead as planned, but will take place online. Further
information about this change will be communicated to parents and learners.
Please note that this training is done by an external service provider (Advantage Learn) and our
learners have found it extremely beneficial in the past.
Maths World Day Competition
Curro Aurora entered the annual Maths World Day Competition for the first
time this year. It was held at Northcliff High on 26 February and proved to be
an evening of challenging and stimulating mathematics for the entrants. We
look forward to Grade 10 to 12s participating in the competition again next
year.

ROBOTICS
The Alpha Robotics Club has had a phenomenal first term and we are exceptionally proud of all the
hard work our learners have put in, in preparation for competing in the World Robot Olympiad
(WRO). We currently have 150 registered learners who have begun or are continuing their robotics
careers. This year learners have shown outstanding dedication and self-discipline in preparation for
the WRO, having gone through many iterations of robot designs to compete in the various WRO
challenges. Our robotics teams this year have already gone above and beyond our expectations as
coaches and we look forward to seeing them compete in the WRO Gauteng provincial competition
to be hosted by Curro Aurora this year!
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THOUGHT TO PONDER:

Yours in education,
Dion Kotze
Head of High School
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