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Creating opportunities for friendship. . .
During our moms and dad’s tea last week, one of the moms asked a very
relevant question. “We are very busy people, why should we be
encouraged to socialise with school parents?”
I do agree with this question, I am well aware of the parent’s busy
schedules, between work life, home life and trying to squeeze in a social
life too. Now suddenly your children’s social lives seem to dominate the
weekends with parties and play date requests.
During the Castle age is where you start building bonds with other parents
in more informal settings. Friendships that will carry on through Primary
and High School. This is opportunity to find out more about your child’s
friend’s family. Why these bonds will benefit you as a parent? It may not
be in Castle life, however, your little one is staying for a cricket match and
you cant make it, you can rely on that ‘other’ mom to be there for you, to
supply sunblock or support your child from the sidelines.
You have a long school journey ahead of you and it is important to build
your support foundation now.

Article of the week
Beyond the Classroom: The importance of friendship for success in school
By Laurie Futterman
“I think if I’ve learned anything about friendship, it’s to hang in, stay connected, fight for them, and let them fight for you.
Don’t walk away, don’t be distracted, don’t be too busy or tired, don’t take them for granted. Friends are part of the glue
that holds life and faith together. Powerful stuff.”
There are several variables that influence academic achievement. Some are the parents’ level of education (college
educated parents tend to be better equipped to help children with academic concepts), the amount of reading materials
in the home (the existence of books, magazines and newspapers is often a sign that learning is important), gender (girls
tend to do better on reading and writing, while boys perform better on more analytical subjects), presence of positive
role models (positive adult role models can help pave the path to achievement by setting standards and expectations)
and valuing education (students who see and believe that education is a means to achieve something higher tend to do
better in school).
A close, positive friendship is another important influential factor. An article in the Wall Street Journal, “Wanted: A Best
Friend,” brought to mind this fascinating concept — one that many educators (myself included) and parents alike often
overlook: the relevance of close friendships and how they relate to a child’s success in school.
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FRIEND TIME
It isn’t easy making a best friend these days. A number of obstacles can get in the way as a kid tries to cultivate strong
friendship bonds — aka, a best friend.
Gone are the days of running around the neighborhood with your best buddies until dinnertime. Nearly gone are the
tree house hangouts and the baring of souls at slumber parties. There is too much homework and too many electronic
alternatives. There is the beckon of pervasive social networks and the changing dynamics of the modern family. And
then there is the changing of suburbia itself.
Although the majority of kids tend to meet their best friend at school, school dynamics and cultures are changing. Toward
middle and high school, cliques are typically broken up to prevent or combat bullying and classrooms are often shuffled
for size and ability. Lunch time is shorter, as is the time between classes.
Many kids have their afternoons packed with programmed activities. According to Fred Frankel, author of “Friends
Forever,” daily extracurriculars tend to drain friendships. Although some extracurricular activities allow kids to find
companions with common interests, he says that daily after school programming cannot replace the benefits of spending
one-on-one time with a best friend.
Social networking, online gaming and texting can help maintain close friendships when close friends are apart, but
overall, typical online friendships create mostly superficial friendships.
Millie Ferrer and Anne Fugate in their University of Florida article “The Importance of Friendship for School-Age Children”
say close friends are vital to school-age children’s healthy development. Research shows that children who lack friends
can suffer emotionally later in life. Friendships are not just playmates — they help children learn social skills, such as
how to communicate, cooperate and solve problems. They practice controlling their emotions and responding to the
emotions of others. They develop the ability to think through and negotiate different situations that arise in their
relationships.
FRIENDS AND ACADEMICS
Having a good friend affects a child’s school performance, too. Children tend to have better attitudes about school and
learning when they have their good friends there.
Teachers notice the subtle impact of friendships — good students tend to hang out with good students. Grades matter,
projects and assignments are always done, and achievement is a common thread. The carefree students hang out with
other carefree students. Being cool and popular is most important. In this group, doing well in school can even be
ridiculed.
So at the beginning of every school year, when I give my “welcome to real world: middle school” talk to my sixth graders,
I make it a point to emphasize to them that the friends they chose this year may determine the academic path they take
in the years to come. So, choose wisely...”
WHAT PARENTS CAN DO TO HELP THEIR CHILD MAKE FRIENDS
Children are not born with social skills. Parents need to help prepare them to interact successfully with peers. A parent’s
love, acceptance and respect for their child help him/her develop the basic trust and self-confidence necessary to go
out and develop bonds with others.
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Parents are role models who, by their own behavior, can teach children how to meet people and talk to them, to
cooperate with others and to ask for favours. Parents can teach how to win or lose well, to apologise and accept
apologies and how to be patient, respectful, and considerate. Parents can help their child learn how to be the type of
person others like to be around.
Ferrer and Fugate provide some things you can do to promote long lasting friendships for your child:
▪ Provide your child with opportunities to spend time with other children. Invite other children
to your house to play or let your child participate in clubs, classes or teams. For older kids,
make your home inviting so that your child wants to invite friends over, respect their privacy
and provide them with guidelines that will allow them to talk/text with their friends.
▪ Help your child learn games and sports. Being able to play games and sports tends to be
important for school-age children. It is easier to join in and have fun if they know the rules and
have the basic skills to become a participant. Make sure not to let the sport become a drill or
drudgery.

DON’T PANIC
Children start
forming intimate
friendships at the
age of 6.
Under six they have
friends but more
parallel plays
happens at school.

▪ Set clear rules for appropriate behavior. A child learns social skills in part through family rules about how to treat others.
When you need to discipline your child, remember that he will imitate your actions. How you treat him when he breaks
a rule will influence how he responds to others. Be firm, kind and respectful when you express your expectations of him.
▪ Teach your child how to handle different social situations. You probably began to teach your toddler how to share and
how to say please and thank you. Continue coaching your child as she grows older and encounters more social
situations.
▪ Talk with your child. Spend some time every day talking with your child. This time is not for giving instructions or
lecturing, but just for talking about the day’s events or things that interest both of you. When your child is talking, make
sure you are listening. Talking with your child will not only help you keep up with him, but it will also let him practice the
very important social skill of holding a conversation.
▪ Help your child learn to see others’ points of view. Around the age of 6 or 7, children are more able to understand
others’ feelings and points of view. Help your child develop this ability by talking about different situations. For example,
when reading with your child, stop and ask how a character is feeling and why he does certain things. Or when your
child tells you about situation at school, ask how she thinks the people felt and why they acted as they did.
▪ Help your child learn to manage negative feelings and solve problems. Being able to manage negative feelings and
work out problems are important skills in getting along with others. First, help your child identify the situation. For
example, say, “It sounds like you’re upset because Jamie didn’t include you in the game.” Then help him brainstorm
solutions to the situation. Talk about the solutions he comes up with and have him pick one.
▪ Do not sweat the small stuff. Fitting in with friends is very important to school-age children (and becomes increasingly
important as children near adolescence). Recognize how important it is to your child. She and her friends may do things
that seem silly to you. For example, you may not like how children this age like to dress. However, if your child’s behavior
is not dangerous or offensive, do not sweat the small stuff.
Friendships play a pivotal role in developing self-confidence and social skills and are known to impact academic
success. Parents play a crucial role in a child’s social development, but they cannot make friends for their child. Parental
love, patience, and support can provide a foundation to help make this developmental task a success.
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/education/article53087965.html
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Term One Castle Calendar
Grade R Superhero Dress Up Day

Friday 28 February

Grade R Gala

Friday 6 March
17:00 – 19:00

Shavathon (Sprayed hair)

Wednesday 11 March
08:30 – 10:30

Kleuterzone Visit and Concert

Monday 16 March
Visit 10:00 – 12:00
Mini Concert – Galaxy Hall
18:00 – 18:45

Parent Consultations Group 3 to Grade R

Tuesday 17 March
Wednesday 18 March
14:30 – 18:00

Break up day

Friday 20 March

Curro Castle Aurora is so excited to have Kleuterzone
visit us on the 16 March 2020.
Kleuterzone will be filming some of our daily highlights
within our school day and have inspired us to put
together a ‘mini’ concert to celebrate our amazing
Castle.
Kleuterzone will be capturing moments to air on
KYKNET and our little children are going to be TV
stars!
I will send more information within the coming week
regarding the concert and videoing consent.
Music box will be assisting us with our Safari
adventure.
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Please share with
family and friends
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Curro Aurora APT (Association of Parents & Teachers)
Welcome to the first update from the Curro Aurora APT!
The new committee for 2020/2021 has been selected and the members are as follows:
Didem Turgut – Chairperson
Saki Sakupwanya – Vice Chairperson
Sean McTiernan – Treasurer
Shirley Weber – Secretary
Esme Cilliers
Steve Krause
Kojo Baffoe
Matthew van der Berg
Anil Mohabir
The primary function of our APT is to raise funds for the school, but also to promote school spirit and fun.
Although Curro provides for the needs and services of our students, the funds from the APT provide the
cherry-on-top that makes us all stand out.
Our first exciting event is the Great Grade Quiz that is taking place on 13 March 2020!
Tickets will be on sale from Josie at Main Reception from Friday, 21 February 2020. Tickets are R100 for
adults and R80 for scholars, but the good news is that a table of 8 people will only cost you R640.00. The
ticket does include a meal, but drinks will be sold separately. As it is a family function, unfortunately no alcohol
is allowed.
Please save the date for numerous other activities that we have planned to take place over the course of the
year.
Term 1
Term 3

The Great Grade Quiz
Women’s Day Tea
Golf Day
Family Fun Day

Friday, 13 March
Saturday, 1 August
Friday, 21 August
Saturday, 5 September

The 2019 Yearbook is proudly sponsored by the APT and will be coming soon.
The APT is also sponsoring hoodies for our high school Sound and Lighting Team (SALT) as well as T-Shirts
for all our coaches.
Please come and support us in all our endeavours. We would love to meet you.
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How many Castle Tables can we get together?
Class Moms and Dads, I challenge you to encourage our
parents for our first evening get together for some laughs
and bonding.
What is the highest peak in South Africa?
First correct answer to angie.b1@curro.co.za wins a
chocolate from me! 😊
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Group 3 fun
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Busy Group 4
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Never a dull day in Group 5

Grade R
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Aftercare
Over the past two weeks the Castle staff have been making some positive changes to the aftercare. It is
vital for us to reaccess different areas of the Castle on a regular basis, this term aftercare has been our
focus.
What changes have we made:
• We have joined the group 3 and 4 children in the back garden. This is a more secure area where
the staff can keep a close eye. The potty training toilets are closer and we can ensure more regular
bathroom breaks etc.
• The Group 5 children will be joining the Grade R learners on the Grade R playground. The Group 5
children are more relaxed without the ‘little’ ones troubling them.
• There is one Teacher on duty until 17:30 / two Teachers on duty until 15:00. A full Teacher Assitant
teacher compliment until 15:00 and then the two Assistant Teacher teams swop their early and late
week shifts. (15:00 or 17:30)
Important Aftercare reminders:
• Your class teacher will sign your child into aftercare at recption at 14:00.
• The teacher on duty will sign the aftercare handover book.
• You will need your finger print for access into the school after 14:15 (Inside door code. The magic
number is 3 = ?) 12?5
• Either Rowena or the teacher on duty will request that you sign your child out of aftercare at
reception.

Yours in Education,
Angie Bezuidenhout
Castle Operational Head / Grade R Specialist
Telephone: 087 087 0355
Email: angie.b1@curro.co.za

Dancing and
creative activities
during aftercare.
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