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Our learners and educators embraced Project-based Learning 
(PBL), which provide ample opportunities to our learners to 
practice deep learning. Apart from getting the opportunity to 
do deep learning, they also engage with the six Cs (character, 
citizenship, collaboration, communication, creativity and critical 
thinking) through which they develop very important soft skills that 
will help them to develop as a balanced and successful person.

Dr Jean Clinton recently mentioned the following about deep 
learning and the six Cs at a deep learning conference in Vancouver:

‘When I started to dig more deeply into this thinking, I was 
struck by an insight: If classrooms could truly be spaces where 
relationships are built focussing on the development of the six Cs, 
kids would be developing the life skills and protective factors they 
need to stave off or mitigate developing mental health problems.

‘Teaching is an ancient role, traditionally of being human deve-
lopers – I think it is so important that we move back towards 
that thinking in our understanding of an educator‘s purpose. To 
educate means to lead out, bring forth, as our indigenous elders 
tell us, “The light within”.

‘A focus on communication requires learners and educators to 
truly listen to each other, asking questions like, “Tell me what you 
meant” rather than simply, “That’s not the right answer”.

‘I feel that a classroom focusing on the six Cs creates a very strong 
sense of relationship-safety between the educator and learners, 
the learners to each other and also importantly the learner to the 
space of learning or learning environment. For example, in order 
to create a collaborative space, the educator must model empathy 
and compassion for the differences within the learning group. 

‘This implies an inherent belief in the competency and capabilities 
of every child; that every child can learn and will do well if they 
are provided the opportunity and the right environment. As one 
group says, “It’s skill, not will they need to do well.”

‘This is a profound shift to view the child as a capable, competent, 
rich in potential rights-bearing individual rather than as an empty 
vessel waiting to be filled. As the National Scientific Council 
on the Developing Child states, “Relationships are the active 
ingredient of the environment’s influence on healthy child (and 
youth) development.” As educators and scholars of education, 
we must capture and foster that ingredient fully.’

Dr Clinton emphasises the importance of deep learning and why 
our Curro educators need to continue to focus on deep learning 
and give our learners more opportunities to engage with the six Cs.

Four STEAM(D) events will be held for our primary school learners 
in four different regions at the end of this term. The following will 
take place at these STEAM(D) events:
• Our annual Curro robotics competitions
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Dr Jean Clinton is a clinical 
professor, Department of  
Psychiatry and Behavioural 
Neurosciences at McMaster,  
division of Child Psychiatry

• Art competition for our primary school learners
• Our learners’ best PBL projects will be presented 

by themselves
• We will have our first Curro drone racing compe

tition
• We will identify our best Rubik's Cube stars
• A science show by our learners themselves

These STEAM(D) events will take place on the following 
dates and at the following venues:
• 18 June 2018 – Curro Brackenfell
• 19 June 2018 – Grantleigh in KZN
• 20 June 2018 – Woodhill College in Pretoria
• 21 June 2018 – Curro Krugersdorp

All Curro learners and parents are more than 
welcome to attend these events. The Curro robotics 
competitions will start at 11:00 on each day, but the 
STEAM(D) event will be from 17:00 to 19:00.

Thank you very much to all Curro educators and 
loyal parents who work as a team to ensure we make 
everything possible for our talented learners.

André
Andre Pollard
Curriculum Manager

DEEP LEARNING IS 
IMPORTANT FOR 
THE WELL-BEING 
OF OUR LEARNERS The most rapid brain development in human life takes place in 

early childhood, and 90% of a child’s brain development happens 
before the age of five.

When babies feel secure, they learn by using all their senses and 
exploring their bodies. They largely depend on the care and support 
of their caregivers. Once they can manipulate objects and can move 
their bodies, their learning thrives, owing to a constant drive to ex-
plore their environment and experience the world around them.

LEARNING IN EARLY CHILDHOOD

What is deep learning? 
Deep learning leads to the development of positive learning dispo-
sitions and the ability to use previous experiences for solving-
problems in new contexts. When learning is self-directed and learners 
construct their own understanding (by using skills such as comparing, 
analysing, critical thinking and thinking meta-cognitively), they not 
only master content, but also learn how to learn.  

In the preschool setting, we use the term ‘free play’, but in fact these 
time slots allow for self-directed exploration and uninterrupted learn -
ing. Deep learning happens when children choose their own acti-
vities, constructs their own meaning and solve their own problems.

STEAM in early childhood? 
No doubt! STEAM is designed to integrate STEM subjects into 
various relevant disciplines in education.  

Integration is what we do best in our Castle programmes. We 
focus on the whole child and provide hands-on experiences. 
Just imagine how many science, engineering and mathematics 
concepts are learned by playing with blocks, play dough, paint, 
sand and water. And the result is always a work of art!

Project-based Learning:
Learning is a way of experiencing and interacting with the world.  
Projects allow children to gain real-life experience in dealing with 
the world around them. In our preschools, our projects are organised 
around themes. Educators use open-ended questions, problems or 
challenges to encourage investigations of e.g. leaves, float/sink, and 
obstacles. They use all their sen ses and move ment to explore and 
compare objects; they create their own repre sentations, talk about 
them and love reflecting on their experiences. Early experiences 
have a significant influence on the architecture of the brain. We 
therefore strive to provide our young children with a multitude of 
opportunities to explore and learn.

Additional reading:
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/ulteriormotives/201402/younginfantslearndoing
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0957514000200203?src=recsys
https://www.hewlett.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/08/Deeper_Learning_Defined__April_2013.pdf
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/learning_deeply/2017/02/finding_deeper_learning_in_a_preschool_for_visible_learning.html
https://www.edutopia.org/discussion/projectbasedlearningearlyyears
https://prezi.com/ayhbgnw5ejpq/projectbasedlearningforearlychildhood/

Ask

Reflect

Discuss Create

Investigate

Curro’s commitment to STEAM and deeper learning, using Project-based Learning 
(PBL), is widely recognised, but are these approaches to learning applied in our Curro 
Castles?
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LEVEL UP VILLAGE
Level Up Village (LUV), facilitates and delivers pioneering global STEAM (STEM + arts) 
enrichment courses that promote design thinking on one-to-one collaboration between 
learners from around the world.

As part of the Curro family, we jumped at this opportunity to enrich our learner’s creative process by collaborating on shared 
project files and exchanging video letters via LUV’s global communication course. LUV requires training through their 
global platform by educators who would like to join. 

This was the perfect opportunity to integrate languages with art and show the learners that linking subjects are far more 
valuable than separate components. Grade 7 learners were paired with a learner in the USA where they based their contextual 
research for their art on the prescribed book I Am Malala. All video’s and chats are reviewed by LUV and educators to ensure 
effective communication.

In this course learners broadened their perspective, challenged assumptions and added cultural context to the research for 
their art. It gave me, their educator, the opportunity to engage my learners in a global literature and culture exchange with 
real-world impact. 

Learners read I Am Malala and discussed important themes of the book with their global partners. After exploring cultural 
perceptions of each other’s country, learners had a chance to reflect upon and express their own understanding of the role of 
education in their own lives, while also gaining some perspective on the state of education in their partner’s country. Through 
the video letter exchange, learners also looked into leadership and the traits of a great leader, while continuing to explore the 
role community service plays in each country.

Learners developed their 21st century skills and were assessed according 
to how they applied those skills.

We pulled the thread of the message which Malala had communicated 
regarding education through English to art and the learners were required 
to reflect and communicate their own personal message.

They created a final art piece in their medium of choice and wrote a 
reflection piece on their message.

Integrating art classes with other subjects gives learners the opportunity 
to creatively approach their learning skills.

We thank the LUV support team, who were efficient and clear with their 
communication throughout the whole process.

We look forward to our next course which will be the global web 
designers’ course where each learner will collaborate with a global 
partner to design a web page.

IN CURRO SCHOOLS

LUV artwork 
created by 
the Curro 
Hermanus 
learners who 
participated 
in the 
course.

Zinnia Brummer 
(Art and Music Department, Curro Hermanus)

In this course learners broadened their  
perspective, challenged assumptions and added 

cultural context to the research for their art. It gave 
me, their educator, the opportunity to engage my 

learners in a global literature and culture  
exchange with real-world impact. 
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LAYING THE RIGHT 
FOUNDATION WITH PBL 
Each term Grades 1, 2 and 3 focus on specific themes and 
then incorporate the six Cs into all subjects and activities.

One of the themes the Grade 1 learners at Krugersdorp 
worked on was ‘Transport’. PowerPoint presentations as well 
as video clips were included to extend learners’ vocabulary 
and knowledge. Learners worked in small groups on projects 
to build roads and make their own traffic signs.

‘Insects and their life cycles’ was the theme for 
Grade 2 learners in term two. Learners made 
use of recycled materials to make their own 3D 
insects as well as making 3D butterfly mobiles to 
illustrate the life cycle of a butterfly.

In term one, while discussing our PBL theme of seasons, the Grade 3 learners showed an 
interest in the adaptation of the sunflower to its environment. They wondered about the life 
cycle and why the sunflower moves to face the sun during the day. The learners were split 
into groups and given a part of the sunflower life cycle to investigate. Research was done 
by watching videos, reading passages and asking questions. As educators, we supported 
them by giving them sunflowerthemed comprehensions to broaden their knowledge. 

Once all the information was gathered, each group worked together to present the 
information to the class. We also focused on creating posters, but our aim was to assist the 
learners to create video presentations which could be viewed online. 

During term 2 the focus was on animals. After an exciting 
outing to the Johannesburg Zoo, our learners worked in 
groups to form a diorama. We integrated Mathematics (area 
and 3D shapes) as well as language (creative writing and 
speeches). We look forward to further concepts enriching 
our learners by exploring endangered animals on the West 
Rand ridges and in South Africa.

Transport theme put 
into action

Creations of insects 
and their life cycles

The adaptation 
of the 
sunflower 
to its 
environment  
in full colour 
– the end 
product of 
research and 
investigation.

Learners hard at work 
making their dioramas.

Marietjie van Breda 
(Foundation Phase Head, Curro Krugersdorp)

PROBLEM-SOLVING 
THROUGH
CREATIVE 
ARTS
Each term all the Grade R educators spend a full day during 
the school holidays at training. At Curro we take pride in 
empowering our educators and ensuring they understand 
what is expected of them as an educator at a Curro school. 
During our last training session, we focussed on creative 
arts, how we can move away from the usual craft activities. 

During the session we gave our educators loads of random 
items, cardboard, egg boxes, tape, string, material, stickers, 
tinfoil, bubble wrap and so much more. All items that 
we had collected from our parents and storerooms. The 
educators were given a brief for an exploration to find an 
artic frog, however, they left their snow boots at the airport. 
Using the different items provided, they were to construct 
a sturdy and warm pair of boots to go hiking in the snow. 

The atmosphere in the training room was incredible, with 
debating, analysing, laughter etc. After the activity we 
discussed what they felt the learning outcomes of such an 
activity would be. They listed:
• Teamwork
• Communication – developing the language skills
• Compromising and conflict resolution
• Exploration of different martials – focussing on the process
• Developing small muscles – fine motor skills
• But most importantly problem-solving 

The educators felt they kept hitting different obstacles, 
either materials not working for them, or different ideas etc. 

Why is it important to 
facilitate lessons like this in 
the classroom?
The learners need opportunities where they can grapple 
with a problem instead of always being given the answers 
or steps of how to complete an activity. We need to 
prepare our learners for a future that we are unsure of and 
therefore are required to develop skills within them to be 
adaptable in any situation. 

Angie Bezuidenhout  
(Grade R Educator and Subject Specialist,  
Curro Castle Douglasdale)

7WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA   |  CURRICULUM QUALITY ACROSS THE BRAND   |  CURRO IN THE CLASSROOM6 CURRO IN THE CLASSROOM  |   CURRICULUM QUALITY ACROSS THE BRAND  |   WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA



Here at Curro Aurora, public speaking is one of the most important skills educators equip the learners with. Without 
communication life and the working environment would be almost impossible.

Our passionate executive heads, educators and learners cannot wait for the term dates to be set for the Afrikaans 
public speaking competition. This is an amazing platform to develop a learner’s skills in an additional language.

Every year the educators at Curro Aurora are amazed to be part of this wonderful event and to see the number of 
enthusiastic learners taking part in Afrikaans public speaking.

The Afrikaans educators guide the learners with their topic choice, make sure 
the learners are well prepared and knowledgeable, teach them to use their 
voice with confidence and how to portray a positive body language.

Our school syllabus which includes PBL, encourage learners to 
communicate, discuss and present their knowledge through 
communication and to prepare them for the future.

This year the educators and learners decided to take part 
in the Con Spirito public speaking competition which takes 
place in June 2018 on the West Rand. We are confident 
that once again our learners will excel with the help of their 
educators and achieve good results and gain experience.

Our mission at Curro Aurora is to equip each learner 
not only with the opportunity to improve their academic 
performance, but also the valuable skill of communication.

Being a good speaker is part of being a good leader. Public 
speaking skills can equip and give each one confidence in this 
diverse world of us.

Ilana Alcock  
(Grade 5 Educator, Curro Aurora)

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 
AND PUBLIC SPEAKING

‘Communication being the backbone 
of our society helps every individual/
learner to conquer the world.’ 

                                                  – Katie Mondell

THE IMPORTANCE OF reading comprehension

What is reading comprehension?
‘Reading comprehension is the understanding of 

what a particular text means and the ideas the 
author is attempting to convey, both textual and 
subtextual. In order to read any text, your brain 

must process not only the literal words of the 
piece, but also their relationship with one another, 

the context behind the words, how subtle language 
and vocabulary usage can impact emotion and 

meaning behind the text, and how the text comes 
together as a larger, coherent whole.’ 

– Courtney Montgomery, content contributor: PrepScholar.com

As a Grade 4 educator it has become quite evident that 
there seems to be a concern about young learners’ ability 
today to be able to read with comprehension. 

Make no mistake that they can read; the problem is that 
they don’t read to understand.

In an article written by Courtney Montgomery, she 
made it rather clear that ‘without practice in reading 
comprehension, nuances like these can become lost. 
And so it can happen that someone may find themselves 
reading, but not truly comprehending the full meaning of 
a text. As you can see, reading comprehension involves 
many processes happening in your brain at once, and thus 
it can be easy for some aspects of a text to get lost in the 
muddle. But the good news for anyone who struggles is 
that reading comprehension is a skill just like any other. It 
must be learned through practise, focus, and diligence, but 
it absolutely can be learned'.

It is the parent as well as the educator’s responsibility to 
help these young learners build a career for themselves. We 
often find that a learner knows the work verbally, but when 
there is a question paper to be answered, it often comes 
across as if the learners don’t know their work and the main 
reason for this is the lack of reading comprehension. This 
can be practised and taught. As a Curro model, we make 
use of Bloom’s taxonomy when setting up question papers. 
Expose your child/children to the vocabulary of Bloom’s 
taxonomy. Help them to help themselves.

How to improve reading 
comprehension 

Step 1: 
Understand and re-evaluate how you’re currently reading

Step 2: 
Improve your vocabulary

Step 3: 
Read for pleasure

Tip 1: 
Stop when you get confused and try to summarise what 

you just read. 
Tip 2: 

If you’re struggling, try reading aloud.
Tip 3: 

Re-read (or skim) previous sections of the text.
Tip 4: 

Skim or read upcoming sections of the text.
Tip 5: 

Discuss the text with a friend (even an imaginary friend).

According to Professor Kate Cain, head of the Psychology 
Department at Lancaster University, 'comprehension, not 
just literacy, is important for all children's learning. If you 
don’t read with good comprehension from an early age, it’s 
hard to understand text across the entire curriculum, and 
that will affect learning in a range of subject areas beyond 
what we commonly think of as “literacy”. Moreover, good 
comprehension is important in understanding the world 
more generally.’ 

I think that it is vital that reading comprehension becomes 
an important focus to all our Curro learners. Let’s help them 
achieve the marks they are destined for!

Natalie Diener  
(Grade 4 Head and Educator, Meridian Pinehurst)

Five reading 
comprehension tips
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The three times table is familiar, because counting in 
three’s is done regularly in the lower grades.

The six times table is usually difficult to remember, but it can 
be deduced from the others by addition and subtraction, e.g.  
6 x 7 = 42 because 6 x 6 = 36 and therefore 36 + one 6 = 42
7 x 8 = 56 because 8 x 8 = 64 and 64 – one 8 = 56
9 x 7 = 63 because 10 x 7 = 70 and 70 – one 7 = 63

Encourage the learners to explain how they got the answers. 
Discuss different ways of finding the answers. When the 
child forgets, there must be several different strategies 
available to figure out the answer. The ability to derive 
answers from known facts will give learners the flexibility 
necessary to solve a variety of problems. 

If you teach the multiplication tables with understanding, 
then speed won’t be an aim at the beginning of the process. 
In the past, the emphasis on speed caused anxiety and was 
detrimental to understanding. With regular practise and 
exposure to enough calculations in the everyday world, 
the learners will get proficient to give the answers without 
hesitation. 

The value of scattered repetition should never be forgotten 
when dealing with remembering multipli cation tables.

If you know the two times table as doubling, then you 
know the four and the eight times tables as well:
For example: 17 x 2 = 34 

34 doubled is 68, therefore  17 x 4 = 68
68 doubled is 136 therefore  17 x 8 = 136

Some learners instinctively remember the square 
numbers and can use these answers to derive the 
others, for example:            

If 5 x 5 = 25 then 5 x 6 will be one 5 more, 25 + 5 = 30
If 7 x 7 = 49 then 7 x 6 will be one 7 less, 49 – 7 = 42

The pattern of the eleven times table is obvious:
11, 22, 33, 44, 55, 66 up to 11 x 9 = 99

How to remember multiplication 
tables with understanding
When we were at school, many of us experienced learn-
ing Mathematics as memorised facts. The struggle of the 
intermediate phase learners, trying to remember the 
multiplication tables, is familiar to most grown-ups.

Memorisation can work, but only for very few children. Accor-
ding to statistics, one in 162 children who start school even tually 
get an A for Mathematics at the end of their school career.

In our Curro classrooms we want to see a shift away from the 
memorisation of facts, rules, formulas and procedures to a 
classroom in which children experience Mathematics as a sense-
making, problem-solving activity. The learners must be able to 
apply the acquired Mathematics in everyday circumstances.

Memorisation works well in the early years because there are 
not so many facts and not so much Mathematics. However, 
as the Mathematics gets more complicated and the numbers 
grow bigger, there is more to be remembered. And as we 
have to remember more and more, we become frustrated, 
overwhelmed and many of us give up. That is what happens to 
many children and many school leavers can identify with that.

For children to experience Mathematics as a sense-making, 
problem-solving activity, we need classrooms to be different. 
We need classrooms in which we draw on the inherit ability 
of children to solve problems. Classrooms in which we foster 
understanding, and the application of what we learn.

What about the basic facts? Children should know the basic facts 
to be able to calculate using them. We agree that children should 
be able to do the basics like 5 x 2 without a calculator. They 
should be able to calculate fluently, flexibly and with confidence 
to be able to solve problems. The issue is, how do they come to 
know the Mathematics that they need to be able to calculate?

We can recite the multiplication tables up to 12 x 12 as if 
we are singing a song. A song where we don’t know the 
meaning of the words. But if we do not know the meaning 
of the words, we can’t use those words in a different context.

We agree that we want all our learners to know their 
multiplication facts. The question is, how?

If you are going to remember the multiplication facts as 
memorised facts, you must know 144 facts:

Because 144 facts to remember are extremely 
overwhelm ing, it makes sense to start eliminating those 
that are logical and easy to know.

First you can take out the one times table because that is 
obvious enough.

If you know the pattern that 2 x 3 is equal to 3 x 2, in other 
words the commutative law (a x b = b x a), then you have 
halved the number of facts that you must remember. 

When we start with the multiplication tables, one 
intuitively thinks it will be best to start with the two 
times table because it is a small number. 

It is actually best to start with the ten times table. The ten 
times table is only a little more difficult than the one times 
table. Once you see the pattern, that it is no more than putting 
a zero on the end of the number, then you don’t have to stop 
at twelve, you can do any other number beyond that.

Once you know the ten times table, you already know 
the five times table. If you can halve a number, you can 
multiply by five using the ten times table, e.g.: 
10 x 14 = 140 so 5 x 14 will be half of 140 which is 70.

1

2

3

4 7

5

6
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connect dailyconnect daily

Staying connected�
We are all connected to many electronic devices: cellphones, tablets and computers … but how connected are 
you to your child?

We all crave those close moments with our children that melt our hearts. Connection is as essential to us as it 
is to our children.

That connection is also the only reason children willingly follow our rules. Children who feel strongly 
connected to their parents want to cooperate. They’ll still act like children, which means their emotions will 

sometimes overwhelm them, but when they trust us to understand and to be on their side, they’re motivated 
to follow our lead.

Researchers remind us that we need five positive interactions to each negative interaction to keep a relationship 
healthy. Since we spend so much time guiding – a.k.a. correcting, reminding, scolding, criticising, nagging, and yelling – it’s 
important to make sure that we spend five times as much time in positive connection.

1. Aim for 12 hugs (or physical connections) 
every day. As family therapist Virginia Satir famously said, 
‘We need 4 hugs a day for survival. We need 8 hugs a day for 
maintenance. We need 12 hugs a day for growth.’ 

2. Play.  Making laughter a daily habit also gives your child 
a chance to laugh out the anxieties and upsets that other-
wise make him/her feel disconnected – and more likely to 
act out. Play helps children want to cooperate.

3. Turn off technology when you interact. Your 
children will remember for the rest of their lives that they 
were important enough to their parents that they turned 
off their phone to listen to them. Even turning off music in 
the car can be a powerful invitation to connect, because 
the lack of eye contact in a car takes the pressure off, so 
children (and adults) are more likely to open up and share.

4. Connect before transitions. Children have a hard 
time transitioning from one thing to another. If you look 
them in the eye, use their name and connect with them, 
you’ll make sure they have the inner resources to manage 
themselves through a transition.

5. Make time for one-on-one time. Do whatever 
you need to do to schedule 15 minutes with each child, 
separately, every day. 

6. Welcome emotion. It may be inconvenient, but 
children need to express their emotions or this will drive their 
behaviour. Besides, this is an opportunity to help your child 
heal those upsets, which will bring you closer. So summon 
up your compassion, don’t let the anger trigger you, and 
welcome the tears and fears that always hide behind the 
anger. Just acknowledge all those feelings and offer empathy. 

7. Listen, and empathise. Connection starts with listen-
ing. Bite your tongue if you need to, except to say, ‘Wow! 

… I see … Really?... How was that for you? ...Tell me more'.
The habit of seeing things from your child’s perspective will 
ensure that you treat him/her with respect and look for win
win solutions. It will help you see the reasons for behaviour 
that would otherwise upset you. It will also help you regulate 
your own emotions. 

8. Slow down and savour the moment. You aren’t 
just rushing your child through the schedule so you can spend 
a few minutes with him/her before bed. Every interaction is 
an opportunity to connect. Slow down and share the present 
moment.  

9. Bedtime chat. Set your child’s bedtime a bit earlier 
with the assumption that you’ll spend some time connecting. 
Those companionable, safe moments of connection 
invite what ever your child is currently grappling with to 
the surface. Do you have to resolve his/her problem right 
then? No. Just listen. Acknowledge feelings. Reassure your 
child that you hear his/her concern, and that you’ll solve it 
together tomorrow. The next day, be sure to follow up. You’ll 
be amazed how your relationship with your child deepens. 
And don’t give this habit up as your child gets older. Late at 
night is often the only time teens will open up.

10. Show up. Most of us go through life half-present. But 
your child has only about 900 weeks of childhood with you 
before he/she leaves your home. They will be gone before 
you know it. 

Try this as a practise: When you’re interacting with 
your child, show up 100%. Just be right here, right now, 
and let everything else go. You won’t be able to pull this off 
all the time. But if you make it a habit several times a day, 
you’ll find yourself shifting into presence more and more 
often, because you’ll find it creates those heartwarming 
moments with your child that you will cherish forever.

connect dailyconnect daily
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I’d take more hikes and 
fly more kites

I’d stop playing 
serious and 

seriously play I’d do more hugging 
and less tugging

I’d build self-
esteem first and 
the house later

I’d teach less about the 
love of power and more 
about the power of love I would be firm less 

often and affirm 
much more

I’d run through 
more fields and 
gaze at more 

stars

I’d take my eyes 
off my watch and 
watch with my eyes

I’d finger paint more and 
point the finger less

I would care to know less 
and know to care more

I’d do less 
correcting and 
more connecting

If I had my child to raise all over again …



EXCHANGING  
INNOVATIVE IDEAS

Educator – Curro Academy Clayville
‘The trip to Singapore was the best trip I have ever had in my entire life, mostly because it was my 
first trip overseas and my first flight.
At the event, we would start each day with keynote speakers who shared their wonderful Microsoft 
stories with us. One of the stories that stood out to me was of an educator who drew Microsoft 
Word on a blackboard to teach learners how to use this, even without resources.
It was very interesting to work with educators from different parts of the world. In my group, I 
learnt how to collaborate with educators from China, Japan and Israel.
Our challenge was to hack a lesson plan and change it to meet 21st century skills, and I am pleased 
to say that our group was awarded first runnerup for algorithmic thinking. Overall, South Africa did 
very well, with two awards going to Curro educators.
Educators shared their lessons and how they use Microsoft in the Learning Marketplace.
I learnt lots of interesting technology lessons and ideas, like how learners can create their own 
games by using the mixed reality device. 
What have I learnt at E2? I have learnt different ways of using Microsoft to meet 21st century skills.
One thing stood out to me. We all were probably integrating 21st century skills in most of our 
lessons, without much concern about what level we are using for these skills. I have learnt that 21st 
century skills can be used at different levels (1 to 5) and I was mostly using these skills at level 1 or 
2. My aim now is to meet level 5!’

Czech Republic to Ireland. During the event educators shared ideas and collaborated on some of the most challenging areas 
of education.

Highlights of the week included:
• The Learning Marketplace, a mini trade show with every 

educator showcasing their work. Participating educators 
had the chance to see how other educators are using 
Microsoft technologies in their classrooms.

• The Technology Showcase, where educators were 
able to get hands-on with some of the latest Microsoft 
technologies, like coding micro:bits, giving feedback to 
product teams, creating their own projects, etc.

• Microsoft Certifications. Here educators could get certified 
as a Microsoft Certified Educator (MCE), Microsoft Office 
Specialist (MOS) or Microsoft Technology Associate (MTA).

When East met West in Singapore, the unsung heroes in the 

classroom were also saluted, such as the educator known from 
photo sketching Microsoft Word on a blackboard to teach his 
learners digital skills without resources.

The week culminated with a gala reception, where 60 edu
cators were recognised for their project challenges centred 
on the four themes of algorithmic thinking, decomposition, 
abstraction and pattern recognition.

The Microsoft Education Exchange proved that Microsoft 
Office 365 will become an important suite of tools for 
educators and learners to enable high quality learning.

Should any other educators be interested in applying to 
be part of this amazing opportunity, click the link to the 
application form: http://aka.ms/mienomination

Three educators from Curro attended the Microsoft Education Exchange 
(E2) in Singapore recently, where 400 of the world’s most innovative 
educators gathered to celebrate the work of innovative educa tors from around the globe.
Amanda Calitz from Curro Academy Riverside, Felicia Mongwe from Curro Academy Clayville and Charl Bloom berg from 
Curro Waterfall earned the opportunity to rub shoulders with educators from countries like the United Arab Emirates, the 

Educator and Foundation Phase Head – Curro Academy Riverside
‘I was introduced to the MIE programme in 2017. It was the answer to a lot of my 
professional development needs, because I love to learn and explore. Little did I know 
that this journey would take me to the other side of the world and introduce me to a 
whole family of like-minded people willing to make a difference.
Preparing for E2 was a journey in itself. We had Skype calls and requirements that we 
had to meet beforehand. I had to study for the MCE exam, prepare for the Marketplace 
and do a few extra courses on the educator community. 
The welcome reception was an amazing introduction to everyone that attended E2. It 
was a feast of food and a true celebration.
Six educators form six different countries were challenged to hack a classroom lesson. 
Even though our team had good knowledge of English, the translator app enabled 
efficient communication. Our assignment was to use abstraction in our lesson. We 
had a lot of fun during the few hours that we spent together and most of us still have 
contact and are planning activities together.
I am so excited about the micro:bit. It is a tiny programmable computer, designed to 
make learning and teaching easy. I can’t wait to start using it!’

Curro Subject Specialist, Grade 7 Social Sciences – Curro Waterfall
‘The Microsoft Educator Exchange conference was one of the highlights of my teaching career. 
All participants were willing to collaborate and share fantastic ideas. It was an eye-opener to the 
world of “electronic education”. Microsoft has changed their approach and are really focused on 
enabling educators and users to use technology efficiently. This means that even though some 
educators are cautious to use technology in the classroom, they are able to utilise the various 
programs to enhance the learner experience. This creates an opportunity for the educator to learn 
as well.
I always knew that coding had a place in education, but I was impressed to see how it could be 
efficiently utilised in almost all subjects. 
One of the many informative tools was the Microsoft HoloLens. Wow! I had the opportunity to visit 
our solar system in detail. The possibilities are endless.
Technology in education is merely a tool to enhance learning, the fantastic educators I met were 
the ones utilising the tools to create experiences out of this world for their learners. 
Learners have to develop critical thinking, problem-solving and real-world solutions. 
My advice to all Curro educators:
Start by creating a profile on education.microsoft.com. Do the Teams, OneNote and Skype courses 
online. Challenge each other on the amount of badges you earn.
Curro Waterfall is using the Teams and OneNote tools to full effect in term 2. We are very excited 
to see our learners develop in this field.’
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Awards evening – Charl with  
his team of educators from various countries.The full delegation who attended the conference.

Charl Bloomberg 
in virtual reality!

Amanda Calitz

Felicia enjoying the marketplace 
segment of the conference.

Felecia Mongwe
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TOURISM, HOSPITALITY/ 
CONSUMER STUDIES

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

Car hire company, caterer, chef, cruise ship 
staff, events management, fashion designer, 
flight attendant, food and beverage manager, 
banqueting manager, hotel manager, product 
developer, restaurant manager, tour company, 
tour guide, tour information officer, tourism 
board, travel agent, waitron (restaurants, coffee 
shops, hotels, fast food outlets, bed-and-
breakfast establishments)  

Computer technician, database 
designer, gamer, information 
technology specialist, software 
engineer, computer programmer, 
educator

LANGUAGES

MATHEMATICS

PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS

PHYSICAL SCIENCES

ENGINEERING  
GRAPHICS AND DESIGN

Editor, interpreter, journalist, legal adviser, 
legal administrator, media broadcaster, 

author, publisher, tour guide,  
translator, educator

Actuary, pilot, architect, astronomist, 
dentist, engineer, information technologist, 

game developer, medical doctor, 
pharmacist, physicist, scientist, educator, 

technician, technologist, town planner 

Actor (stage, TV, movies), aerobics 
instructor, arts management, 

choreographer, critic, cultural tourism 
management, dance administrator, dance 

therapist, dancer, director, drama or dance 
teacher, fashion show director, jewellery 

designer and manufacturer, media relations 
coordinator, public relations officer, radio 

announcer, set/costume/lighting/sound 
design, speech therapy, TV announcer,  

TV producer

Actuary, architect, dentist, emergency 
medical care, engineer, information 
technology industry, land surveyor, 

medical doctor, pharmacist, physicist, 
physiotherapist, radiography, scientist, 

educator, technician,  
technologist, town planner

Architecture, architectural design, 
graphic design, draughting, 

designer (furniture, automobiles, 
aeronautics), plan drawing

MATHEMATICAL LITERACY

Bookkeeper, bricklayer, business  
manager, caterer, ceramist, chef, computer 
programmer, fashion designer, journalist, 
plumber, sales executive, social worker, 
educator, welder

BUSINESS STUDIES  
AND ECONOMICS

Auctioneer, banking services,  
bookkeeper, chartered accountant, chief 
financial officer, financial accountant, 
industrial buyer, production manager, 
retail sales executive, state accountant, 
systems analyst, educator

LIFE SCIENCES

Bio-chemist, biotechnology, botanist, 
dietician, ecologist, landscape technology, 
marine biologist, microbiologist, nurse, 
pharmacist, somatology, educator, zoologist 

GEOGRAPHY

Conservationist, environmental 
journalism, environmental planning, 
geographical information services, rural 
and urban planning, map making, 
weather bureau, town planning 

Industries: Media; health services; mining; financial; IT; NGOs; tourism; retail; manufacturing 
construction; government; legal; education; entrepreneurship 

Visit www.mycareermylife.co.za (job categories)
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• When choosing your subjects, look at 
different occupations so that you know 
what field you want to move into. Plan 
your subjects around the field you have 
chosen. Work as hard as possible in 
Grade 9 to see what subjects you enjoy 
and are good at. Look for what you would 
love to become one day.

• Take the subjects that you love and that 
you are good at. Do not take subjects 
because your parents say you should. You 
will end up hating the subject and your 
marks will not be good. Choose subjects 
that you want to do and make sure you 
enjoy the subjects. Follow your heart!

• Be smart about it. Don’t close all your 
options, but don’t force yourself into 
something you know is not for you. 
Consider your future career choice and 
angle yourself towards that. If I could 
go back, I would’ve followed my heart 
instead of everyone else’s voice.

• Think about the subjects you enjoy right 
now, but remember that the work will 
get harder. Think about possible career 
options and if you are not sure what you 
would like to do, take subjects to keep 
doors open for you. Do not, however, 

Advice and
comments 

from 

Grade 11,
Grade 12,

as well as
ex Curro learners:

force yourself to like a subject. Do not 
allow anyone to force you to take a 
subject you do not want.

• Do not choose a subject only because 
you like or do not like an educator.

• Choose your subjects in the interest of 
your career, not only for the monetary 
benefits.

• You must have at least three career 
options in mind when choosing your 
subjects.

• Do not choose your subjects because 
your friends chose them.

• Do not give up by changing your subjects 
early in your Grade 10 year. Work hard and 
wait at least until the end of 
the June exami nation in 
Grade 10 before you 
consider any subject 
changes.

Looking back on 
where I am now, what 

I’m studying and how I could 
have prepared myself better in 

Grade 9, I would have familiarised 
myself with the subjects which are 
applicable to a BCom Accounting 
degree.  Information Technology 
plays a huge role in the course 
and I feel as though it would 
have been a useful subject 

to have had.
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Subject choices:  
Guiding our Grade 9 learners 
to make an informed decision

When it comes to modern career choices and develop-
ment, one thing we can all count on, is change. With the 
innovation in technology, many new job opportunities 
with a self-empowerment mindset, arises. Jobs become 
more flexible and there are greater opportunities to 
express yourself through your work.

We want our learners' career paths to fit into this changing 
world, but most of all to fit well with their interests, 
aptitudes, work-related values, and personality types.

With this booklet we would like our learners, their parents 
and educators to make the right choices for the individual 
and to start taking action to plan their career path for the 
21st century.

We believe that our learners will find a career that they 
will not only enjoy, but that will make them the happy and 
fulfilled individuals that they are meant to be.

We encourage them to take action for themselves, live 
their passion and dream big.

Each year the CCMD develops an informative career choice booklet. The 
aim of this booklet is to assist our Grade 9 learners to select subjects for the 
FET phase that are aligned to their career objectives. We want our learners 
to be successful in a rapidly changing world.

DID YOU KNOW?  
Some facilities at the different tertiary institutions will expect you 
to complete tests in Grade 12 called National Benchmarking Tests 
(NBT). NBTs are 2 separate tests that measure academic readiness 
of a learner for university. These results are used in conjunction with 
the National Senior Certificate (NSC) results to aid the universities’ 
decision with the many applications received. The NBTs measure 
a learner’s ability to transfer understanding of academic literacy, 
quantitative literacy, and mathematics to tertiary coursework. The 
tests are written between May and December.

The tests are multiplechoice tests and written 
in two 3hour sessions:  

The Mathematics test (MAT) for 
learners who apply for courses that 

require Mathematics, such as Engineering 
and the Sciences – measures the ability 

to recognise patterns, work out ratio’s and 
percentages, algebraic manipulations with 

equations, properties of functions, understand 
the relationship between graphs and equations, 

trigonometric problem-solving, interpret 
2D and 3D shapes and properties, apply 
principles of analytic geometry, measures 

of data and validity of assertions.

 

The Academic and Quantitative 
Literacy test (AQL) – measures 

the ability to understand vocabulary, 
punctuation to evoke meaning, evaluate 

evidence, extrapolate information, support 
claims and draw conclusions from text, integrate 

information from multiple sources, perform 
calculations with information from graphs, 
identify trends and interpret quantitative 

information. The AQL test consists of seven 
sections. Each section is timed; some 

sections allow 25 minutes and some allow 
30 minutes of writing time.

To get more information go to 
http://www.nbt.ac.za.
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