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Dear Curro family,
On 7 January 2018 Oprah Winfrey was the recipient of the
Golden Globes’ annual Cecil B. DeMille award for lifetime
achievement, and gave a powerful acceptance speech.

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

During this very inspirational speech she used the power
of her voice and international footprint to raise a few
important issues that I don’t necessarily want to discuss
here. What I would like you to remember is that each
one of us, like Oprah, has the power to use our voices
to change this world. At Curro we believe we educate
the whole child, the child that will one day be able to
stand up and say, as Oprah did, that ‘a new day is on
the horizon’. The world awaits, go grab 2018 and the
opportunities presented to you and make a difference.
The world needs you.
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OTHER
NEWS

This publication contains the messages and memories of
2017. Clichéd as it sounds: we need to know where we
come from to understand where we are headed. Enjoy the
compilation as a source of inspiration in the year to come.

ANDRIES
To our learners who returned to Curro to con
tinue their path with us, our parents, and our
educators: one of my favourite authors and
leadership thinkers is a gentleman by the name
of Simon Sinek. He believes happiness comes
from what we do. Fulfilment, however, comes
from why we do things. I want to challenge each
one of you to interrogate the why in 2018. Why
do I come to school? Why do I go to work? As
Simon says: ‘Working hard for something we
don’t care about is called stress. Working hard
for something we love is called passion.’
Let the passion reflected on the following pages
continue and carry us as we celebrate Curro’s
20th birthday in 2018.
Enjoy!

Andries Greyling
CEO: Curro Holdings

MERIDIAN AND ACADEMIES 2017 | MESSAGE FROM ANDRIES | WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA

3

ACADEMICS

CURRO
ACADEMY
PRETORIA

Grade 12 learners
Curro Academy Pretoria’s Class of 2017 have worked hard this year and
are ready to face their final examination.

CURRO
ACADEMY
CLAYVILLE

The Eskom Science Expo was held in the
Germiston Civic Centre on the East Rand
of Gauteng on 19 August 2017. Lear
ners participating from Curro Academy
Clayville achieved bronze and silver
medals as well as cash prizes. Bahle
Ncube won the best male primary project,
and was awarded a R1000 voucher and a
Samsung tablet!

Eskom
Science
Expo
success

Back, from left: Nonhlanhla Ngwenya, Felicia Mongwe (Science educator),
Bahle Ncube and Vuyo Siboto

The Class of 2017 during their final preparatory examination.

Third row, from left: Blessing Makhubela, Samukeliso Ngwenya, Hazel
Sekhwela and Karabo Masango
Second row, from left: Mukonazothe Mudau and Unarine Nevondo
Front, from left: Fortune Sekhwela and Samkelo Gama

CURRO

ACADEMY
MAHIKENG

Hooked on
Books

Young
scientists in
the making
Kamogelo Mafete and
Micela Sasli, both in
Grade 12, took part in
the 2017 edition of the
Eskom Science Expo
for Young Scientists, an
international science fair
held in Johannesburg.
Their project, ‘Obstacle
Resistance Tyre’, won
them a silver medal.
Thoriso Menyatsoe in
Grade 9 also participated
with his research topic of
‘How to convert smoke
into gas’ and won a
bronze medal.
4

Hooked on Books visited
Curro Academy Soshanguve.
They are a touring group
that promote reading
amongst the foundation
phase learners. Great fun
was had by all!

Foundation phase
learners having great fun at the
Hooked on Books performance.

A sterling performance by
some of these learners
willing to brave the stage.

CURRO
ACADEMY

SOSHANGUVE
From left: Janita Maritz
(Executive Head) and Thoriso Menyatsoe
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From left: Micela Ssali and Kamogelo
Mafete receiving their awards.
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MERIDIAN
COSMO
CITY

Top
achievers:
Grades 4
and 5

These two young
ladies have
achieved the top
academic position
in their grade for
their excellent
results.
Nobuhle Luthuli
achieved the
Grade 4 award
with her
outstanding results
including 93% for
Mathematics and
Tshiamo Mokobo
was awarded the
Grade 5 position
with an overall A
aggregate, including
100% for History!

MERIDIAN
PINEHURST
The cream
of the
Curro crop

Nobuhle Luthuli. Top
academic achiever – Grade 4

Tshiamo Mokobo. Top academic
achiever – Grade 5

These learners received commendations from Andries Greyling, CEO of Curro, for being among the top
20 in their grades in the entire Curro Group of schools. After this photograph was taken, each learner
was invited to sit in the executive head’s chair in order to get a feel for academic leadership, since they
are already leading academics in their grades. Congratulations!
Yewon Kim also participated in the inter-provincial Mathematics Olympiad as a member of the Western
Province senior A team. In the senior division, the Western Province team won handsomely with a
score of 1808, followed by the Eastern Cape Port Elizabeth team (1432), Gauteng North (1369) and
Boland (1297).

Back, from left: Shriya
Naidoo (Grade 12), Yewon
Kim (Grade 10), Maziko
Kagoli (Grade 10), Xiaojing
Huang (Grade 10) and
Mandy Moyce (Head of
the High School)
Front: Colleen Bentley
(Executive Head)

Original poetry wins
learners bursaries
Science
Expo for
Young
Scientists

Tatenda Mutambara and
Tshimologo Mafokosho
participated at the Science Expo.
Tshimologo won a bronze medal
and Tatenda received a highly
recommended certificate.

Cosmo City Mall, in partnership with Boston College, held
a Heritage Day competition where learners from the eight
schools in the area were invited to participate. Learners were
required to sing, dance or perform poetry individually or in
groups. Five learners from Meridian Cosmo City took part and
Tatenda Mutambara and Sibusisiwe Moyo walked away with
bursaries to the value of R20 000 for their original poetry!
This prize money will go towards their 2019 higher education
fees, courtesy of Boston College.

NORTHERN

ACADEMY

Natural
Sciences
project on
display

Grade 4 learners
put their talents on
display showcasing
their Natural
Sciences and
Technology projects.
They used recycled
materials to build
mini water tower
structures.
The Natural Sciences
and Technology
project of the Grade 4
learners

Recognition at
merit awards
Karabo Masilela achieved
outstanding results which
included being the subject
winner in Sepedi home
language. She also achieved
90% in Business Studies
and 85% in Economics.
Congratulations, Karabo!

From left: Tatenda Mutambara and Tshimologo Mafokosho

From left: Karabo Masilela
and Attie Smit (educator)
From left: Sibusiswe Moyo and Tatenda Mutambara
6
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sport

CURRO
ACADEMY

MAHIKENG
The South African Gymnastics Games is an
event that is held annually. Here different
provinces come together, with different gym
nasts of different age groups. Gymnasts com
pete according to their age group and are
judged according to their execution and diffi
culty score/difficulty of their routine.

The South
African
Gymnastics
Games
Gaofenngwe Tlatsana, a Grade 12 learner

at Curro Academy Mahikeng, participated
at this event and quickly stood out from the
competition. His well-executed routine and
its high level of difficulty catapulted him to
first position, winning him a gold medal.

CURRO
ACADEMY
PRETORIA

CURRO

Athletics –
ACADEMY a star in
SOSHANGUVE the making

At the Puk interschool finals in October, Khongela
Ngobeni (Grade 10) won a gold medal in the
400 m boys under 17, silver in 400 m hurdles
boys under 17 and a silver medal in the relay.
What makes this even more special is the fact
that he is only 15 years old. Well done Khongela,
keep up the good work!

CURRO

Khongela Ngobeni

Celebrating sporting achievements

ACADEMY

WILGEHEUWEL

Gaofenngwe Tlatsana

Soccer – best players in age groups and a gold!

Jayden Wood in Grade 7, made it to the crosscountry under 14 area team and competed
at the D12 athletic championships.
Grade 8 learner Eddie Mohlabi was awar
ded five provincial medals for swimming.
He won two gold medals for butterfly and
freestyle, two silver medals for freestyle
relay and a bronze medal for backstroke.

An under 15 soccer player, Pecyval Mtsweni, was chosen for the provincials and was named the best
player in his age group in Cape Town during the June holidays.
Thapelo Lamola, an under 18 soccer player, was named the best player in his age group in the Curro
Nationals in Cape Town.
Kefentse Kolobe, a Grade 4 learner, represented Curro Academy Pretoria at the Curro Nationals for
primary schools in Pretoria. He was part of the Jacaranda team who won all their matches. Kefentse
received a gold medal.

MERIDIAN Soccer
RUSTENBURG

Jayden Wood

Eddie Mohlabi

Seven under 11 and under 13 soccer boys were selected for the regional teams
(Jacarandas) to play in the Curro Nationals for primary schools in Pretoria in June and
July 2017. These young men were Katlego Mpolokeng, Siyanda Mtshali, Tshepang
Ramafoko, Blessing Bame, Kamogelo Mlilo, Lefa Tsewane and Peletso Mlimi.
The regional under 11 soccer team (Jacarandas) won the Curro Nationals soccer
tour
nament in Pretoria and received gold medals. Three boys from Meridian
Rustenburg were part of this team.
So proud of you! Katlego Mpolokeng of Meridian Rustenburg was also selected for
the Curro Nationals team.

From left: Thapelo Lamola and
Ronald Molope (coach)

8

From left: Ronald Molope (coach)
and Pecyval Mtsweni
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Kefentse Kolobe

Katlego Mpolokeng of Meridian Rustenburg has
been chosen to represent the Curro Nationals soccer team. With
him is his coach, McKayla Rossouw (left), and his proud mom!

Three boys from Meridian Rustenburg were
part of this North West regional under 11 soccer
team (Jacarandas). They also won the Curro
Nationals soccer tournament in Pretoria.
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MERIDIAN

KARINO

Sport at
Meridian
Karino

Under the leadership of George van Rensburg, the Executive Head of Meridian Karino, there has been
an enormous change in the extramural programme – more specifically around the sports codes. As part
of his vision and with it being one of Meridian Karino’s focus areas, Gavin Wessels was appointed as
sports coordinator to improve the offerings in this area. Gavin is the first ever sports coordinator in the
Meridian group of schools.

MERIDIAN

PINEHURST

During this year, he has introduced the following additional new sporting codes:
• Rugby
• Tag rugby
Gavin Wessels
(Sports Co• Mini-netball
ordinator)
• Mini-cricket

Nursery school athletics
The Meridian Pinehurst nursery school were honoured to be the first group to host an event in their
brand-new school hall. The learners enjoyed a morning of ‘old-fashioned’ games and movement
activities. Some of the parents joined in the fun by taking part in the games and enjoying interacting
and being part of the day.

The sporting codes will continue to improve each
year depending on the demand from parents and learners.

Memories captured during this fun-filled event.

Grade 2 tag rugby team playing against Curro Nelspruit.

Angling

Claire Campher has been selected to represent the Western Cape
Shore Angling Association invitational team to participate in the
Junior National Championships in January 2018. This competition takes place on
the West Coast and the angling area stretches from Langebaan to Dwarskersbos.

Claire Campher
Grade 2 tag rugby team
warming up with coach Thulani Mathebula.
10

The under 15 rugby team playing their first match against Barberton
High School.
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First soccer
ACADEMY team

NORTHERN

The first soccer team claimed victory again at the Curro Regionals held at
Thatchfield this year. The defending champions of the 2016 tournament put
on a sterling performance to secure the trophy for another year. Four players
were selected for the Curro National team.

Back, from
left: Matsoalela
Simphiwe,
Ngobeni Austin,
Lentsoane
Khomotso and
Rankapola Jaros
Front, from
left: Manamela
Ashley, Mohale
Mohlabi, Mothiba
Gerald, Kwebu
Malesela and
Neluvhalani
Howard

First netball
team
The first netball team
participated at the Curro
Regionals and came second!
Back, from left: Cathrine
Marokane (coach), Shudufadzo
Muditambi, Anna Mogano,
Koba Mokonoana, Tumelo
Masekoameng, Tshegofatso
Moloisi and Dimakatso
Rasebotsa
Front, from left: Thato
Madutlega, Shoki Teffo, Calvary
Makgae and Sheryl Rampele

The Northern Academy under 15 soccer team took part in the provincial
finals of the 2017 edition of the Copa Coca-Cola under 15 football
tournament held during September in Tzaneen. The team fought hard
and ended with a second-place finish with six points.

Mashishi was selected for the under 18 Limpopo provincial
Limpopo rugbyErnest
team and received a call to play for the Western Province rugby
next year. Elizabeth Maseta was selected for the under 17
provincial academy
Limpopo provincial netball team. Congratulations to you both!
From left: Ernest Mashishi and
representatives
Elizabeth Maseta

Under
15
soccer
stars

Livhuwani Netshikulwe, Northern Academy defender, was identified
during the tournament, as ‘the heart of the tournament’ (best player)
and joined the ‘Which Part Will You Play’ All-Star team, representing
Limpopo at the national finals. This central defender showed great
character and leadership throughout the tournament. He was the only player
selected from Limpopo to represent the national team that participated in the under
15 World Cup in Durban during October 2017.

Livhuwani
Netshikulwe

Athletics
Northern Academy showed
their true mettle at the
interhigh athletics meeting,
where they were also the hosts.

Back, from left: Livhuwani Netshikulwe, Glen Malesa, Karabo Mpaneng, Everest Kola, Photo Matsobane, Kgwedi Thato and Hendrick
Mukwevho (coach)
Northern Academy at the interhigh athletics

12
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Front, from left: Tshikhovhokhovho Phathutshedzo, Rixaka Manganyi, Mankga Lebogang, Nyaka Mashoto, Nelwamondo Fulufhelo and
Gotse Lekgala
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ARTSCULTURE

CURRO

AND

CURRO

ACADEMY
MAHIKENG

ACADEMY

SOSHANGUVE

Hip-hop: Expanding their repertoire
Over the past few years, Curro Academy Soshanguve has competed in the national eisteddfod at the
Unisa Little Theatre and have become familiar with modern dance taught by Holly van Heerden. But
this term they have expanded their dancing repertoire to include Latin, hip-hop, contemporary and
ballroom – this means that the arty learners of Curro Soshanguve will soon be lighting up the stage.
L’Devine dance studio has collaborated with the school to present a new and improved dance
department. Even though learners are not able to practice in the hall due to matric examinations, this
has not stopped them from dancing up a storm in the classrooms. The school is extremely excited about
this new endeavour and hope that these energetic learners take full advantage of the opportunity.

DanceStar

DanceStar is an international dance competition that
covers all dance genres. This year’s competition saw four
Curro Academy Mahikeng learners make it through to the
DanceStar World Dance Masters in 2018 in Croatia with
Dance by Erin dance school.
The South African event results show how talented these young
dancers are:
• Thabang Mokhele and Katlego Ndlovu qualified for group and duet events and obtained 4th place
for commercial dance
• Twins Rebaabetswe and Resego Motswnyane were awarded 2nd place for commercial dance
• Maya Sentle Phele was awarded 1st prize for open dance, commercial dance and ethnic dance
• Juanita de Sousa Gouveia was awarded 1st prize for musical theatre dance, 4th place for commercial
dance and in group dance she came 4th in jazz dance and open dance
• Maya, Thabang, Katlego and Juanita will represent South Africa at the next DanceStar World Dance
Masters in Croatia in May 2018. Congratulations!
The L’Devine dance studio’s
first hip-hop lesson

CURRO
ACADEMY

WILGEHEUWEL

Thabang Mokhele and Katlego Ndlovu

Fame production
Curro Academy Wilgeheuwel learners put on a stellar performance of Fame. The cast was
made up of primary and high school learners and it took place on 9 and 10 June 2017.

From left: Juanita de Sousa Gouveia, Katlego Ndlovu, Thabang
Mokhele and Maya Sentle Phele receiving their awards.

Back, from left: Tamarah Correia, Meshaya Munnhaar and Connor
Merson-Davies
Front, from left: Tazme Eloff, Taya Bradshaw and Luvuyo Bokwa

Some of the cast members giving it their
all in the production of Fame.

Choir

Maya Sentle Phele in action and with all her awards.
14

Juanita de Sousa Gouveia
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The Northern Academy choir

The Northern Academy choir
performs beautiful songs for the
rest of the school to enjoy.

NORTHERN

ACADEMY
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Art exhibition

MERIDIAN
PINEHURST

On 24 August, Meridian Pinehurst hosted their first foundation phase art exhibition. It consisted of
artworks from Grades 1, 2 and 3 as well as special artworks from the Grade 2 and Grade 3 art club.
Each learner submitted two pieces of art – a 2D art piece and a 3D art piece. There were over 1000
pieces of art on display. The Grade 1 learners drew animals and used newspaper to create a different
texture to the art work. As part of their 3D art work they created their own bird masks, using feathers
to bring them to life. The Grade 2 learners created stained glass windows with pastels. For their 3D art
pieces, they created little creatures that live in trees out of air-drying clay. The Grade 3 learners used
A2 paper to draw their own interpretation of what trees would look like from a worm’s-eye view and
also created ‘litter bugs’ using recyclable materials. It was a huge success and the schools is very proud
of all their talented artists!

Cape Leopard Trust – winning artwork

Kelsey Julies (Grade 9) came second
in the Cape Leopard Trust national
art competition. She was selected
as a winning entry by a panel of
judges against set criteria. Her work
represented a wonderful interpretation
of this year’s theme, which was ‘The
Essence of a Leopard’. The judges were
impressed by the quality of her work
and expressed their interest in seeing
her enter again in future.
She won an all-expenses-paid threeday camp at the Cape Leopard Trust’s
campsite in the Cederberg and her
artwork will also appear in their 2018
calendar. Additionally, one of the trust’s
environmental educators will come and
visit our school. Amazing talent is being
nurtured by the art department!

Safari People – artwork by Grade 3 art club learners

Safari People – Artwork by Grade 3 art club learners

‘The Essence of a Leopard’ by Kelsey Julies

Tygerberg
Eisteddfod
Blaine Africa was
awarded the trophy
for the best singing
with keyboard
accompaniment in the
15 to 16 years category,
while Ethan Francis
received the trophy
for the best Grade 4
prose at the prestige
concert of the Tygerberg
International Eisteddfod.

From Left: David
Mendoza (Head of
Primary School),
Letisha Thiart and
Candice Bekker
(Art club teachers)
and Adele Kasner
(Foundation Phase
Head)

The intersen phase produced its first musical this year. The powerful message of a young girl, Rebecca, who went on a field trip
with some friends and ended up receiving characteristics such as respect, loyalty, friendliness, etc. from the people in the town
of ‘Manners’ was well-received by the audiences. With the support of the amazing staff and enthusiastic student educators
teaching classes their dance moves, they were able to put the show together in record time.
Each and every educator and learner in the phase were on board. They were indeed very lucky to have been able to give their
learners this opportunity to shine. This experience will stay with them for the rest of their lives. Meridian’s first show is done
and dusted and they look forward to seeing the rest of the school follow in the years to come. What a show! What a school!

From left: Wanda de Beer, Billy Jansen van Vuuren, Bjorn Langford
and Reagan Collins
16
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From left: Colleen Bentley (Executive Head), Carla Coetzee (educator), Ethan Francis
(Grade 4), Blaine Afrika (Grade 11) and Lynette Slabbert (music teacher)

Musical

From left: Liyema Lilelo, Joshua Thomas and Amanda Gumede
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COMMUNITY

OUTREACH

CURRO

CURRO

MERIDIAN

ACADEMY

KARINO

Slipper
Day

A fun day was held on Friday, 12 May 2017,
when the learners spent the day showing
off weird and wonderful slippers in support
of Reach for a Dream’s Slipper Day.

WILGEHEUWEL

‘Pride4Her’
The Tonal Eclipse school band
launched their initiative ‘Pride4Her’
on 25 August 2017. The initiative
aims to collect and distribute
sanitary towels to girls in need in
the community. Please support the
initiative by dropping off sanitary
towels at the school.

ACADEMY
PRETORIA

Blood drive
Each term learners
and staff donate blood
to the South African
National Blood Service
(SANBS) and by the
end of term four more
than 50 pints of blood
had been donated by
the school.

From left:
Luchaan
Januarie and
Raymond
Masha

Sfiso Skosana and Sabelo Nkosi

SPCA
Learners and educators donated coins
for the coin laying to the SPCA as part of
the first term.

Back, from left: Dudley Matlala, Dellaine Chirenda, Unathi Mnguni, Riekie
Mabebe, Thabang Mosehle, Simnikiwe Mvula and Chantel Sgudla.
Front, from left: Christina Masemola (SPCA) and Mufaro Mapfumo
Nomkhosi Nkuna (MC for the launch)
18
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Mandela
MERIDIAN Day
PINEHURST sandwich
drive

Meridian Pinehurst extends thank-yous to every learner and educator who dedicated
their 67 minutes to the Mandela Day sandwich drive. They were overwhelmed with
donations and for this they also extend heartfelt thanks to parents and guardians for
their generosity. It was heart-warming to see the school come together to give back
to the community.
In total, 1 400 sandwiches were handed out to learners at a primary school in
Wallacedene by some of the Grade 7 monitors. The word spread like wildfire

through the community and before they knew it, they had queues of community members lining up for loaves of bread.
The school managed to donate the remainder of the bread, sandwiches and spreads to the Haven Night Shelter in Kraaifontein who
were most grateful for the donation – and even able to share their blessing with the night shelter in Bellville.
Jacques Blom (Grade 6 Phase Head) expressed: ‘Our Mandela Day sandwich drive was indeed a humbling experience. I was approached
by a Grade 6 educator at the school we visited, who told me that she has never seen her children so excited and so happy to receive
four slices of bread. What a powerful thing to hear, it took a while to regain my composure. What a privilege to be a part of a school
that makes a difference in the community.’

Shavathon

Parents and learners contributed towards the pink ribbon drive as part of the Shavathon campaign.
The initiative was well supported and a cheque to the value of R2 220 was proudly donated to the
Shavathon initiative which took place at the CapeGate shopping mall in Cape Town.

Staff, learners and parents showing their support for the pink ribbon drive for cancer awareness.
20
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NORTHERN

ACADEMY

Help a sister in need
The ‘Help me help a fellow sister in need’ sanitary towel project was driven by Northern Academy
learners. These girls go around looking for disadvantaged schools where they can donate personal
hygiene products to. They sell cupcakes, collect donations and use their own money to buy these
products. Over 300 sanitary were donated on this day.

SPCA food
donations
Grade 2 learners and
educators donated
coins for a coin laying
ceremony in order
to raise funds for the
SPCA. This was part
of their outreach
programme for the first
term of the year.
SPCA food donations
by Northern Academy
Grade 2 learners.

A sanitary towel distribution project at a rural school in Venda

Image sourced from
www.petexpressboston.com

A sanitary towel distribution at a school in Tzaneen by the ‘Help me
help a fellow sister in need’ team

From left: Mohau Selamolela, Mulanga Mugivhi, Lentsa Motau
(marketer) and Shudufadzo Muditambi

Academy Grade 4 learners visited the Polokwane Care Centre for mentally
Showing they care Northern
challenged individuals and donated food parcels and cosmetics to the residents.

Grade 2 learners at the SPCA donating food, toys, blankets and love.
Grade 4 learners with residents of the care centre

22
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Back, from left: Ntokozo Dlamini, Jessica Anonzie, Mathaba Mapinga and Tumisho Malahlela
Front, from left: Lesedi Ramalepe, Bokang Nkoma, Thato Ratekane, Mothelo Mothupi, Thupane Mehlape and Naledi Romoroka
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friend
fun

net

OTHER
Spring day fun!

NEWS

The Grade 2 and 3 learners spent the day enjoying the
natural environment as part of spring day celebrations on 1
September this year. The Grade 2 learners visited Honeydew
Mazes where they had to find five secret gardens and had
great fun in the process!

CURRO
ACADEMY

SOSHANGUVE

Annual
fun day
The annual fun
day was held on
31 August 2017. It
was a huge success
and the learners
enjoyed all the
rides and activities
that were available
on the day.

Learners having a ball on the
giant jumping castles.

Round and round we go.

Grade 3 learners visited the Elephant Sanctuary at Hart
beespoort Dam. This was an awesome experience for the
learners as they did not only learn about the elephant’s
anatomy and behaviour, they also interacted with these
amazing giants – something they will never forget.
Mosa
Maloisane
and
Lindiwe
Motale
(educator)
with the
elephant
trainer.

Timothy
Sibanyoni
(left) and
Paballo
Mosima
(right)
with the
elephant
trainer
enjoying

This is a
little too
close for
comfort,
man!

some
close-up
time with
the Giant
of Africa.

Grade 2
learners
enjoying
an ice
cream
on their
outing to
Honeydew
Mazes.

Monitors
The foundation
phase has selected
15 monitors to assist
the educators with
discipline in the
phase. This group
of learners are
really supportive,
helpful and always
willing to assist
the educators. You
are stars! Keep up
the good work,
monitors.
24

Learners catching a ride on the train.

The race is on ...

Executive Head’s 60th birthday
On 1 June the
whole school
surprised
their beloved
Executive Head,
Dr Fannie
Sebolela, on his
60th birthday.
Happy birthday
doctor, may
you have many
more!
The learners celebrating Dr Sebolela’s special day.

Dr Fannie Sebolela

CURRO

Dr Molapo visits
ACADEMY Curro Academy
PRETORIA Pretoria

From left: Moshe Mothudi, Lesego Rammala, Tumisho Menziwa, Moyeni Gulwako,
Okabile Molefe, Hlukani Nkuna, Hlumisa Bambata, Lerato Mmatabane and Keitumetse Modibane
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Dr David Molapo was invited
to give a motivational talk to all
learners, parents and educators
in February this year. It was an
inspiring session and was enjoy
ed by all.

From left: Johan
Goosen (Head of
Primary School),
Dr David Molapo
and Hannelene
Erasmus
(Head of High
School)
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CURRO
ACADEMY

Official
opening

WILGEHEUWEL

Curro Academy Wilgeheuwel opened in January 2017 and held
its official opening celebrations on 2 June 2017. The occasion
was celebrated with executives and guests from various Curro
schools who came to join in the festivities and witness this day.

Pioneering Legacy

Curro Academy Wilgeheuwel is officially open,
A versatile campus that all can cope in.
The school year is already in full swing,
And we are proud of the legacy we are creating.
New beginnings and
New adventures await.
Exciting times ahead,
Especially if you’re starting in Grade 1 or Grade 8!
Our CAW family will help you
To make sure all your dreams come true.
Through hard work and determination,
There’s no doubting the great things you will do.
In the classroom and on the court or field,
We do our very best.
We are encouraged to play our hearts out,
And have no regrets.
We cannot wait to see this year through
And make even more memories,
All working together
To create our Curro Wilgeheuwel Legacy.
Poem written by: Grade 8 learners, Meshaya Munnhar
and Jordan Bland, under the guidance of Meagan Kornau
(educator)

Heritage Day celebrations
In displays
of colourful
celebration,
the choir
performed
a beautiful
rendition of
Shosholoza for
the learners to
enjoy, along
with other
interesting
events that
took place in
celebration of
our heritage.
Heritage Day celebrations

Women’s
Day
A beautiful Women’s
Day function was
held on 12 August
2017 to celebrate
and empower
women. Along with
delicious snacks, the
ladies were inspired
by the words of
Mrs World 2016,
Candice Abrahams.

Beautiful table decor

Curro Academy Wilgeheuwel staff

26
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The choir performs Shosholoza.

Candice Abrahams
addressing the audience.

Guests enjoying the celebration.
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MERIDIAN Matric mural

KARINO

The Grade 12 learners had to complete a project for Life Orientation, which required them to create
an expressive piece of art as a group. They painted this mural during the July winter classes, which has
a message from them as the Class of 2017 to the rest of the school.

Sharing a message of hope
MERIDIAN Meridian
Newcastle was privileged to have hosted Dr David Molapo, a top management consultant,
NEWCASTLE

educationalist and renowned speaker, who boasts many accolades to his name. Dr David Molapo
was invited to the school to motivate and encourage the first group of matriculants, to strengthen staff
relations at the school and to bring the whole community together to experience his message of hope.
The evening was highly successful and was attended by both the Newcastle mayor, Cllr Makhosini
Nkosi, as well as Amajuba district mayor, Dr Musa Ngubane.

From left:
Raymond
Mazibuko (Head
of High School),
Newcastle mayor,
Cllr Makhosini
Nkosi, Dr Molapo,
Amajuba district
mayor, Dr Musa
Ngubane, and
Michael Hartman
(Executive Head)

From left: Thembeka Mbokane, Lethabo
Namane and Sbongalitsemba Ndzinisa

From left: Martin Malele, Sbongalitsemba Ndzinisa, Lethabo Namane,
Thembeka Mbokane and Lehane Sibanda

Valedictory
On 13 October 2017, Meridian Karino said goodbye to the Grade 12 Class of 2017. This special day was made extra special by
their two guest speakers, Tshepiso Phosa and Moya Lesia, the mentors of the Grade 12 Class of 2017.

From left: Sikhulile Shongwe,
Yolanda Nkuna and Tanele Shongwe
28

Justin Harvey (Head of High School), Tshepiso Phosa, Sbongalitsemba
Ndzinisa (head girl), Moya Lesia and George van Rensburg (Executive Head)

MERIDIAN AND ACADEMIES 2017 | OTHER NEWS | WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA

Dr Molapo addressing Grade 11 and Grade 12 learners

Grade 11 and 12 learners listening attentively

Staff photo after Dr Molapo’s address
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Valedictory

MERIDIAN

PINEHURST
Making
memories –
first matric
class

As the end of their high school career approaches, the Class of 2017 and their educators celebrated
their valedictory with a breakfast at Evertsdal Opstal before their formal event in the school hall. It was
a memorable experience for all involved. The Class of 2017 donated a brass bell to remember the first
matric class of Meridian Pinehurst.

From left: Nande Nyakaza (matric council deputy) and Siphosiphle Jafta (matric council head) addressing the learners.

The Class of 2017
enjoyed ‘A night under
the stars’ at the Cassia
Nitida in Durbanville.
The magical night was
a huge success and
everybody enjoyed it.
Most learners stayed
until the very end.

The brass bell donated to the school.

Fun day at
the nursery

The matriculants having a great time on the dance floor.

The matrics and their educators at Evertsdal Opstal before the valedictory event.

The Meridian nursery families were invited to a morning of activities, picnic and socialising in the
security of the nursery garden. Face-painting, treats, bike rides and a jumping castle, courtesy of Remax
Property – were enjoyed by all.

Each guest
received a
lovely gift on
their table.

Family and friends enjoying some time to relax, have fun and create special memories.

The matric dance was hosted at the beautiful Cassia Nitida in Durbanville.
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MERIDIAN

PINEHURST

Grandparents’ Day
This was the first of many initiatives to acknowledge the importance of grandparents and the role they
play in their grandchildren’s lives. Meridian nursery made time available for these precious senior
jewels to enjoy watching the informal class presentations and have some fun in the nursery garden.

Hall
opening

Thanks and appreciation is extended to all who participated and contributed to the huge success of the
official Meridian Pinehurst hall opening on 12 May 2017. It was a triumph to the talents of the learners
and staff! There was an immense feeling of pride and gratitude to be part of a great enterprise which is
Meridian Pinehurst.

The primary school learners lined up as they welcomed their guests with a guard of honour.

Grandparents enjoying informal class presentations.

The group 5 learners’ beautiful singing brought the event to life.

Colleen Bentley (Executive Head) is joined by Andries Greyling (Curro
CEO) as she escorts the guests along the guard of honour.

Part of the 900 pieces of art still on display in the hall, arguably the largest exhibition on a single theme at a school in South Africa …
Connecting the dots …

Heritage Day

Time for fun in the nursery garden

Mia Jane Marias with her grandparents

Carter Mangiagalli with his grandparents
32
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To mark heritage month, Meridian Pinehurst learners recently showcased their knowledge
and understanding of the importance of the South African flag, thanks to the transformation
and diversity committee. ‘We believed that hosting an event like this, that involved the
entire school, would teach our learners and staff the importance of the South African flag,
the meaning behind its colours and the importance of embracing diversity. The aim was to
create a practical activity for all at our school, learners and staff alike, that would allow us to
“bridge the gap” and break the barriers that were created in the past. Our learners thoroughly
enjoyed the activity and the event was a success. As a transformation committee and as a
school we hope that the meaning of this symbol is instilled in them and that they now know
that they are part of this beautiful nation. We trust that through this event they see the value
of the flag and that this experience will stay with them for a long time.’
Grant Sollons
Chair: Transformation and diversity committee

Sebastian Ferguson
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MERIDIAN
RUSTENBURG

Earning their colours
Meridian Rustenburg hosted a very successful Family Colour Run on Saturday, 2 September 2017.
It was hosted at the school with over 600 runners and walkers taking part in the wonderful event.
Meridian Rustenburg will host this event again in 2018 and their dream is to double the number of
runners and walkers next year.

Getting ready to start the colour run

Career
day

Add a dash of colour for great fun!

Open day

Meridian Rustenburg’s open day 2017 took place on Saturday, 21 October 2017 at the school. Many future
parents from the surrounding community visited the school and enjoyed the day with Meridian Rustenburg’s
staff and prefects.

The classrooms are ready for sharing and learning.

Meridian Rustenburg hosted a very successful career day on Friday, 11 August 2017. They also had guests like the
South African Police Service, public safety, the dog and horse units of the South African Police Service, the trauma
rescue service, traffic department and security services.

Prospective parents speaking with educators.

Merit tea celebrations
Meridian Rustenburg’s merit tea for 2017 took place on 31 May. Merit certificates are awarded to
learners with excellent manners, good discipline, excellent behaviour and positive attitudes. Meridian
Rustenburg’s staff are so proud of these learners and treated them to doughnuts and hot chocolate.

Learners getting the rundown on being a paramedic.

They can’t keep in their excitement!
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The horse and dog unit of the SA Police Service
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Certificates ready to be handed out.

Learners waiting to receive their certificates.
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Fun day

NORTHERN Celebrating our heritage
at Northern Academy went all out to
ACADEMY Learners
celebrate the many cultures present in the school.

Learners celebrating Heritage Day and
showing off their Tsonga cultural wear and dance.

Northern Academy gumboot dancers entertaining
the other learners during Heritage Day.

Northern Academy learners dressed up for Heritage Day.
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Northern Academy’s annual fun day did not disappoint. This event is a popular one on the Northern Academy
calendar and this year it did not disappoint! Fun was had by learners and staff alike.

Chantel Nel (educator)
also joining in the fun.

Kgothatso Sekhaolelo and Basetsana Mokgalo taking a minute
to pose for the camera.

Moloko Marapyane enjoying the water
during fun day.

Bliss Modiba having fun on the water slide during their fun day.
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CONTACT US:
T: 021 979 1204
E: info@curro.co.za
www.curro.co.za

