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Dear Matriculants
Curro is proud of you. Your school journey may not always 
have been easy, but the strides that you have made towards 
maturity and taking ownership of your decisions over the 
last couple of years have been incredible to watch.

Whatever you have decided to do after school, I want 
you to be happy and I hope that you have looked inside 
yourselves, identified your passions and will follow where 
these lead.  Today, there are so many ways to be fulfilled, 
doing what one wants to do to have the life you want. 
Don’t just be a survivor. It’s no way to live. We were 
made to deal with far more interesting problems, like 
exploring outer space or dealing with other global issues, 
rather than just scraping through each day.  Be everything 
you can be and then some … just take that first step. 

The journey to success is not necessarily comfortable –  
remember that a goal without a plan is just a wish: 

• Do something that makes you uncomfortable, something 
new is always worth a try and if it is successful, what 
you learn from it can never be taken away from you.  

• Bad things really do happen to good, hardworking 
people – be okay with it. Bad times only last as long as 
you allow them to.  

• Sacrifices will be part of your journey to success, 
so setting and focusing on priorities when you 
are young will give you a comfortable life later. 

• Handle conflict maturely. Revenge and spite 
make you look backwards and you are not  
go ing that way. 

Your education at Curro provided the funda
mentals to make you the good men and women 
you are destined to be and now we watch you step 
confidently into the future and continue to build 
on a sound foundation. School was important, 
but it was only the beginning of your learning 
experience. Don’t be one of those people whose 
education ended when they finished school.  

Think big and dream large, your options are many 
– don’t forget Curro, we will always be interested in 
you. Join our alumni network and stay in contact. 

I wish you well on your way into the future.

Kind regards

Andries Greyling 
CEO: Curro Holdings  

MESSAGE
FROM 
ANDRIES January 2018
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When our parents talk about their school experiences, 
the question of ‘What do you remember most about 
your years in school?’ always inevitably arises. Coming to 
the end of my final year at Curro Aurora, I asked myself 
the same question  –  what will I remember most about 
my journey as part of the Curro family? It’s a surprisingly 
challenging task – picking one moment, over twelve 
years, that is undoubtedly your favourite memory.

I’ve realised that even though most of my time was spent 
in a classroom, my favourite memories are all based on 
my time not in the classroom. I remember swimming 
trainings, where none of us could hold our breath 
under water, because we were laughing hysterically. 
I remember having some of the most interesting and 
inspiring conversations of my life while on a bus ride 
home from a pubicspeaking competition. I remember 
how I met some of my best friends because I wanted to 
write a play. I don’t think I have a specific memory that 
stands out above all others, but I’m thankful for that. I’m 
thankful that when I look back on my school life, I have 
a million memories all contesting one another to be my 
most adored, all with different people, all doing different 
things and all really essential to what makes me me.

I believe that it’s insanely easy to latch on to an identity. 
However, identifying as an academic, or a sportsman or 
an artist, often over-simplifies all that makes us who we 
are. Part of who I am is a learner, yet part of who I am is 
a joker. Both are important and I’m grateful that I went 
to a school that acknowledged this. Leading in to high 
school, I viewed myself as being nerdy, so I was afraid 

Dylan Evans

to diverge from this image. When I eventually got 
involved in activities that contrasted this image, I 
wasn’t scolded for not being as good in one area 
as another, instead I was encouraged to develop 
these areas too. I learnt that I am multifaceted, 
dynamic, polarising, and that only showing the 
nerdy microcosm of who I am isn’t who I ‘am’.

If I were to give advice to a future Curro matric 
learner, it would be to make something beautiful of 
your year. The conventional advice is to settle down 
and focus on your studies in isolation, and while 
your studies are important, don’t be afraid to create 
memories. Don’t be afraid to do that extramural 
that ignites an indescribable passion within you – 
this doesn’t mean neglect your schoolwork. It will 
definitely put more pressure on you on a daily 
basis, but it makes the whole journey infinitely 
more satisfying. I’ve found that my marks are better 
in terms where I’m doing multiple extramural 
activities, because when I sit down to study after 
doing something I love, my mind is profoundly 
clear and content, so it becomes a web ready to 
latch on to anything I learn.

Ultimately, life goes on after matric, regardless of 
whether you made lasting memories or not. The 
Curro family provides a framework to make those 
lasting memories at every step, so I implore you, 
chase the results you want at the end of the year, 
but also chase the memories you want for those 
‘what do you remember most?’ questions.

My first memory of Aurora is of being two-and-a-half years old and 
my mom dropping me off at a tiny building next to an enormous 
tree. That building was the place where I started my school career 
and even though over the years that building became an empire, 
it is the place where my school career will come to an end, too.

I will forever hold the people I met during my years at Aurora in 
a very special place in my heart; they are more than peers. They 
have become family. The words of the educators and mentors 
I have had since the beginning will forever be imprinted in my 
memory and the love they have given me will carry me through 
the rest of my years. I sincerely hope that every learner who 
passes through these doors in years to come, will feel all the love 
that I have experienced in my years in this beautiful place.

My school taught me the most important lesson of my life: being 
who you are to the bitter end is the most valuable thing you can 
do. Loving everyone you meet will never diminish the amount of 
love in your heart and so, love freely, love openly and show love 
every single day. Do this because, as Maya Angelou said, ‘People 
will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but 
people will never forget how you made them feel.’

To all future matrics who will walk these halls one day, take it 
easy and take a breath. Don’t take things too seriously, enjoy your 
years in high school while they last, because before you know it, 
they will come to an end. Enjoy every second, make friends at 
every opportunity you get and treat other people the way you 
want to be treated  –  you will not regret it in the end. Good luck, 
be strong, and have a blast.

Thank you to all my mentors, you have helped me shape my life 
into one I am happy to live.

Jade  
Dave-Mid lane

Business Studies corporate day
From the left: Dylan Evans, Junior Langeni,  
Nicole Duvenhage and Ameer Benefeldt 

CANSA Shavathon
From the left: Wethu Motha 
and Merishka ArcharyCurro Aurora’s council body of 2017

Shae Wright at 
the Tyger Valley 
derby day

40 Days 
From the left: Richard Parry, Paula de Lacey 
and Shannon Lumley

40 Days
From the left: Rosette Mpofu, Emmanuella Oduoye, 
Tamika Gounden, Thandi Lungu and Caden Naidoo
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Lourenco 
Marques

CURRO ROODEPLAAT

Thank you for the opportunity to write a letter as head boy of 
Curro Bankenveld 2017. My experience at Curro Bankenveld 
will be treasured in my heart and taken with me on my life’s 
journey.

I’ve learnt that nothing happens by chance, and that everything 
is a lesson for us to learn.  This year, 2017, was a year in my life 
that offered so many valuable lessons, and I would love to share 
some of them with you.

I’ve  learnt that what you spend years building, someone could 
destroy overnight. The good you do today, people will often 
forget tomorrow. I’ve learnt that if you are successful, you will 
win some false friends and some true enemies.

My journey with Curro Bankenveld also taught me a lot 
about myself. 

Theodore Roosevelt spoke these heartstrengthening words: ‘I 
choose not to be a common man.  It’s my right to be uncommon 
if I can.  I want to take the calculated risk, to dream and to build, 
to fail and to succeed.  I’ll refuse to live from hand to mouth.  
I prefer the challenges of life to the guaranteed existence, the 
thrill of fulfilment to the calm stale of Utopia.  It is my heritage to 
stand erect, proud and unafraid, to think and act for myself and 
face the world boldly and say, This I have done.’

Curro Bankenveld taught me that you are rich emotionally 
when you have a strong enough sense of confidence that you 
are no longer worried about what other people think about you.  
People who are truly free of the opinions of others are people 
who operate with a great sense of humility, because they realise 
that the foundation of their selfworth comes from the fact that 
God created them in His image and after His likeness.  When 
you truly know that the greatness within you is a gift from God, a 
natural humility comes with that knowledge. You know that with 
God all things are possible, and without God we are nothing. 
Other people’s opinions of me are not any of my spiritual 
business.  

In a blink of an eye I saw myself as a Grade 12 learner, 
nervous, scared, but at the same time so excited for 
what’s to come. 

The time I spent at Curro has given me more than 
just an ‘experience,’ it has filled me with the greatest 
memories I could’ve asked for, memories I will always 
treasure. From being a little ‘minion’ in Grade 8, being 
at the bottom of the ‘food chain’, up until having the 
greatest responsibility ever given to anybody when at 
school. It’s not just a position, but a remarkable tool 
that can be used in extraordinary ways. Yes, it is a lot 
of pressure, but the good outcome it has to offer is all 
worthwhile. Being a head girl was truly the greatest 
and most challenging time I had during my overall 
experience of being at school. 

In my five years being at Curro Bankenveld I’ve not 
only learnt about Pythagoras and Newton’s laws, but 
I’ve learnt a lot about myself and what it means to be 
different.

Being different means: Not being afraid to challenge 
the norm. Being willing to take a chance. Asking why. 
Making your own track, not just following the well
trodden path. Charting you own course and destiny. 
Being the person you were meant to be. 

I believe that everyone is born unique. But through 
the years we work very hard to be like everyone else. 
We conform to society’s socalled ‘common sense’. 
Unfortunately it is just that ‘common sense’ that does 
not mean ‘good sense’. So that is my challenge to 
you, work hard at being yourself, don’t conform to 
society’s common sense, conform to your sense of 
what you believe is right and wrong. 

Rouvaun OberholzerTehela de Beer
CURRO ROODEPLAAT

When your heart is right and you have a good plan of action, along with a willing
ness to work relentlessly while believing in your mission with all of your heart ... 
nothing that you are purposed to achieve will be impossible for you.

Always remember that a plane cannot fly without the resistance of air, and the 
challenges in our lives are often what cause us to grow stronger and fly higher. 

The verses below reportedly were written on the wall of Mother Teresa’s home for 
children, and this also summarises my message to future matrics:

‘People are often unreasonable, irrational and selfcentered.  Forgive them anyway. 
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. Be kind anyway. 
If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some genuine 
enemies. Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and sincere, people may deceive you. Be honest and sincere 
anyway.
What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight. Create anyway. 
If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous. Be happy anyway. 
The good you do today, will often be forgotten. Do good anyway.
Give the best you have, and it will never be enough. Give the world your best anyway. 
You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God. It was never between you 
and them anyway.’

Grade 12A1 

Grade 12E2

Grade 12E1

Matric dance 2017
Nyasha Tagarisa and Bonolo Malatsi 

’
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One of the fundamentals of a good life is making memories. I 
am happy to say I have had some of my best at Curro.

 I will never forget the atmosphere, the possibilities that 
welcome me every morning, the compassion that radiates from 
every educator, the smiles I have been a part of along with the 

happiness that accompanies them.

 My Curro family taught me that I am unique, full of potential 
and that love is the greatest thing one could ever embrace.

 My advice to future matriculants is to make the best of the year 
and to enjoy every moment.   

One aspect about my experience at Curro Bloemfontein that 
stands out the most, is the sense of belonging one feels when you 
become part of the Curro family, a greater family which I had no 

idea existed. 

If being a learner at Curro has taught me anything, it’s that 
everyone has the ability to reach their full potential. My advice to 
future matric learners is to find a mentor among your educators. 

Matric can be an extremely hectic year, but with the support of a 
mentor, you can tackle any obstacles headon.

CURRO NELSPRUITCURRO HAZELDEAN

Regene P hetlo

Tlotliso Ntsielo

Matric dance 2017 
From the left: Joshline Morgan, Regene Phetlo, Karabo Senoko, Nompumelelo Siyonzana, Jessica Muller and Berdene  Viljoen

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Lebone Segoe, Mbongeni Mngomezulu, Tlotliso Ntsielo and Karabo Senyane

Matric dance 2017 
From the left: Pamela Deabreu and Nompumelelo Siyonzana

Curro Bloemfontein’s Class of 2017

13MATRIC 2017   |   TOWARDS THE 21ST CENTURY   |   WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA12 MATRIC 2017   |   TOWARDS THE 21ST CENTURY   |   WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA

CURRO BLOEMFONTEIN CURRO BLOEMFONTEIN



My journey at Curro has spanned twelve years 
– practically my whole life! I am blessed that my 
school career is coming to an end at the same 
place that it started, and that this place is my 
second home. 

Most of my memories are linked to Curro which 
I will always cherish. However, it is the strong 
sense of family and the unity and spirit in the 
school that will stay with me for the rest of my 
life. I will always remember and be grateful to 
my peers who have continuously inspired me 
and the incredible, dedicated educators and staff 
for whom I have so much admiration and from 
whom I never stopped learning.

It has been a privilege to have grown up while 
attending Curro, because the school’s values have 
shaped me into who I am. Curro has taught me 
that it is always possible to grow and be a greater 
version of myself. This comes from perseverance 
and diligence; being a learner at Curro meant 
that I was motivated to be the best learner, and 
person, I could be in order to make a positive 
impact on those around me. 

The seniors have a responsibility to raise the 
spirit, get involved and be someone that the 
other learners of the school will look up to. To 
the future matrics, enjoy and embrace every 
moment! Value your education, your educators 
and your time at Curro while you still can. My 
twelve years at this school have been invaluable 
and I could not be any prouder.

My naam is Johan Coertzen en ek is vandat ek vyf jaar oud is, deel 
van die Currofamilie … en wat ’n voorreg was dít nie! 

Reeds sedert graad R is ek deel van die kleiner klasgroepe en het ek 
só lewenslange vriendskapsbande gesmee. Ons unieke interaksie 
tussen die verskillende graadgroepe het daartoe gelei dat ek altyd 
so tuis in dié familie gevoel het.  

Die toewyding van die opvoeders is iets wat ek altyd sal ont hou en 
waardeer. Hulle maak altyd seker dat ons die werk verstaan en is 
altyd gewillig om te help; al beteken dit dat hulle naweke vir my en 
my maats moet opoffer. Dit is defi nitief iets wat ek volgende jaar op 
universiteit baie sal mis. 

’n Absolute hoogtepunt op sportgebied was die Nationals. Ek kon 
met spelers regoor SuidAfrika skouers skuur en het soveel nuwe 
vriende gemaak.  

Hier by Curro is ek in situasies geplaas wat my geheel en al uit my 
gemak sone gelig het, maar waarsonder ek nooit die persoon sou 
wees wat ek van dag is nie. Ek het soveel mooi herinneringe van 
byvoor beeld besoeke aan ’n townshipskool, uitstappies, bywoning 
van kon ferensies, uitreikaksies aan minderbevoorregtes, ens. Dit 
het my só verryk en ek voel selfs ’n bietjie wyser!

My raad aan toekomstige matrieks: Neem aan alles deel wat deur 
die skool aangebied word, al beteken dit dat jy uit jou gemaksone 
gedwing word. Jy sal nooit spyt wees nie, want as jy nie deelneem 
nie, kan jy nie die geleentheid aangryp om te groei nie. As ek 
vandag terugkyk, is ek baie dankbaar vir al die geleenthede wat in 
my tyd by Curro Durbanville oor my pad gekom het. Geniet elke 
sekonde van die jaar, want voor jy jou oë uitvee, is als verby.

As ek vandag terugkyk, is ek baie dankbaar vir alles wat oor my 
Curropad gekom het en ek sal aanhou streef na uitnemendheid 
… Semper Curro! 

Chelsea JeareyJohan C oertzen

CURRO ACADEMY PRETORIA

Matric dance 2017 
From the left: Fergie Odendal (Grade 10) and Dayne Fourie

Mr and Miss Curro Durbanville
Tyla de Wet and Brandon Haye

Matrics enjoying their Valentine’s ball.

Matric dance 2017 
From the left: Patrick van der Vyver and Jaimie Pratt

Matric dance 2017 
Lincoln Coombs and his partner
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Being the head prefect of Curro Embury College for 2017 
has been the greatest honour in my life so far. What made 
it so great was not the beauty of the position, but the school 
that I was blessed to lead. The saying ‘You never know how 
much you love something until it’s gone’ has become all 
too familiar to me this year. I am proud to have been a part 
of my school for 14 years. Never did I think it would be 
so difficult to say goodbye. Although my heart is heavy, I 
know the memory of my school will live on in my heart. 

Over the years, I have been taught the fundamental skill of 
standing up for what is right and what I believe in, for which 
I am very grateful. The Class of 2017, I believe, represents 
the beginning of a highly determined generation of Curro 
Embury learners. Towards the end of my schooling career, 
I have recognised the strongminded Embury child I was 
taught to be, coming out of her shell. This life lesson we 
will take to the grave. I have learnt to appreciate quality 
over quantity.

In Embury, I have found a home away from home. More 
than anything else, I will miss the Class of 2017 – my 
brothers and sisters. Together we have been through thick 
and thin, but managed those speed bumps along the way, 
because we stuck together. You guys hold a place in my 
heart that nobody can replace. 

The various characteristics of each educator will also be 
missed. These men and women have shaped us into who 
we are and for that we are eternally grateful. Lastly, I will 
be missing the school environment and the comfort I 
experienced every day when I walked through the school 
gate. The learners of Embury contributed to my position, 

Yolanda Myeza

and I will never forget that. For that, I am so grateful. So thank 
you, Embury College, for believing in me and trusting me. 

To the Class of 2018  –  listen to your elders when they say 
‘matric goes by so fast’. Enjoy your final year, but keep in mind 
that this is it – this is your last chance. Hold on to those around 
you because you will never find others like them. In all that you 
do, remember that you are the leaders of the school and role 
models to the juniors. Do everything with integrity. Respect 
yourself and all equally. Always have blue pride. 

Matric dance 2017
From the left:  Minenhle Mabuya, Asanda Mkhwanazi, Owethu Mmoleli, 
Tamiel Naicker, Nasmeen Desai and Bonga Mkize

Matric dance 2017
From the left:  Luyanda Mntambo, 
Nokulunga Mtshali and Bianca Hayden

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Derrick Kloppenborg 
and Tamiel Naicker

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Prabashni Moodley 
and Asanda Mkhwanazi

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Kevin George and Jenna Eldridge

Curro Embury College learners showing off their matric jackets. 

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Owethu Mmoledi, Luyanda Mntambo, Aadil Heera and Tamiel Naicker
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I am the head boy of Curro College Hazeldean – a spectacular school 
that is second to none! The end of Grade 12 is alarmingly near and this 

allows me to look back fondly on the experiences I have had at Curro.  My 
most memorable and cherished experience has to be the founding of the  

‘Hazies’ by the matrics of 2017.  We brought the entire school together to 
give rise to school spirit and so Curro learners became the ‘Hazies’!

This school has taught me that I, and anyone else for that matter, must be 
as true to myself as I possibly can. Our uniqueness is what unifies us in this 
Curro family. To be yourself, is the key to success – as Curro has shown me.

To all the future matrics at Curro, I would like to say that your Grade 12 
year is undoubtedly the best of them all.  This year will bring about a ton of 
change in your life, but change is good – do not fear it.  Just don’t forget to 

live a little.

The first thing that pops into my head is our annual Curro’s Got Talent (a 
culture talent show between the learners). I have competed since Grade 

8 and every year we got to the Atterbury Theatre and feel like true artists.  
Curro opens millions of doors to unique opportunities.

Curro has taught me to believe in myself, we are like a family where 
everyone supports everyone.  Self-confidence is an important ingredient 
of the potion of success, how can you not believe in yourself when you 

have an army of believers surrounding you?

Dearest future Curro matrics, cherish every single moment of your last 
school year. Do not wish for it to pass quicker, because it really does pass 

by in the blink of an eye and then it is forever lost.  Time is like a leaf in 
the wind.  It’s either time well spent or time well wasted – don’t waste it.

CURRO NELSPRUIT

Mia Groeneveld

Henri Groeneveld

Mia Groeneveld (head girl) 
and Mihle Mbokazi joking 

about being the two shortest 
matric learners

Kira-Elle Cole and 
Robin Mokoena

From the left:  
Lelanie Kemp, 
Danielle Judd, 
Lentia van Rooyen, 
Nita du Plessis, 
Eileen du Toit, 
Lezaan Botha and 
Taneal de Kock 
supporting at the 
Mr and Ms Curro 
College function.

Curro College Hazeldean matrics at the opening of the braai area for exclusive use by the matrics
From the left: Jukka Holl, Koketso Mashaba, Stefan Roos, Reece Sargeant, Henri Groeneveld, Rhandzu 
Hlungwane and Enrique Calitz

From the left: Christoff du Plessis, Lentia van Rooyen and Nita du Plessis

Cheerleaders of Roux House, at the interhouse gala
From the left: Robin Mokoena, Andre Coetzee, Emi Dreckmeyr, Kira-Elle Cole, 
Juané Boonzaaier, Reynard Beukes and Nami Ngcobo
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Curro Helderwyk was established in 2011 and my personal jour
ney with the school started in January 2015. Naturally antici pation 
and fear of the unknown consumed me as I entered the gates of the 
beautiful school yard.

My fears were soon put to rest after I received a warm welcome 
from the enthusiastic Helderwyk educators and friendly learners. The 
educators did an excellent job in assisting with a smooth integration 
for all learners into the new school year.

Within only a few weeks at Curro Helderwyk I very quickly became 
accustomed to the strong Christian morals and values each learner 
and educator had learnt to uphold naturally. ’A school with heart’ is 
not only used as the school’s motto, but it is also put into daily practice 
with educators who have heart in assisting each child to reach their 
full personal and academic potential, along with learners who are 
constantly reminded and encouraged to be caring and thoughtful 
towards those within our school and beyond the school walls.

Curro Helderwyk also offers great opportunities with a balanced cul
tural and sporting environment. I have watched learners exceed in 
rugby, soccer and netball, reaching provincial and national levels of 
play. As well as great successes in chess, eisteddfod and our Curropellas 
(who were recently placed first in the Curro Cuesta for excellent vocal 
skills) and our RAPS drama cast, who annually produce an excellent 
play, winning them wonderful accolades in the RAPS competition.

With each passing year my pride as a Curro Helderwyk learner has 
multiplied exponentially, each day I feel blessed to have been given 
the opportunity to be enrolled in a school where I know the educators 
always have my best interests at heart and my opportunities for self
development, whether it be academically, in sport, culturally and 
personally, are truly made possible. The thought of 2017 being my 
final year at Curro Helderwyk saddens me, yet I know I will leave 
eternally grateful along with all those in my matric year to have been 
given the tools to go out into the world and continue carrying out the 
Helderwyk motto, Victus Somnium  –  living the dream.

Olwethu Masuku

Matric dance 2017
Olwethu Masuku (right) and partner

Leaders of tomorrow
Back, from the left: Kagiso Mlambo, Thabile Dlamini, Mpho Zulu, Kyle Barry, Hoope Rampopo, Naledi 
Modupi and Bontle Harmse
Front, from the left: Khuselwa Mnube, Nomonde Buthelezi, Lusanda Mpofu, Olwethu Masuku, Akhile 
Rampersadh and Meshen Govender

Matric class of 2017

Matric dance 2017
From the left: 
Tshegofatso 
Mofokeng and 
Mapitsi Masha

Matric dance 
2017

From the left: 
Cameron Boxall 

and partner
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Curro Hermanus, a school that has given me a high 
school experience that I will always look back on 
with a smile. Something I’ll remember the most about 
Curro is simply how close I felt to everyone. No one 
ever felt out of reach. 

If I ever had an issue with anything, I had no doubt that 
no matter the problem, it could be solved. It was this 
trust, in an extremely fickle phase of life, that made 
Curro a safe environment to me. 

I think the role of a school is not only education, but 
to be a safe place for learners to learn freely and to 
be themselves. Matric, as it does with all schools I 
assume, challenges this safe place –  with the workload 
intensifying and barriers being built by stress, the 
school’s values get tested. 

However, Curro provides a feeling of support within 
everyday learning because help is always at arm’s 
length and easy to grasp. Fortunately, Curro’s classes 
are always very small, so I always received the attention 
I needed to learn. This helped me to learn how I as an 
individual absorb information and understand it, and 
it gave me enough breathing space to grow at my own 
pace (while also pushing me to do my best). 

A piece of advice to future matriculants of Curro: I 
suggest simply taking it one day at a time, taking full 
advantage of the help you have access to and try to 
fully appreciate others around you. 

Curro is a helpful environment, so return the favour, 
you never know what good luck may come your 
way when you make a habit of helping the people 
struggling around you.

Ashley   
  C ornal l

CURRO COLLEGE HAZELDEAN

Our Physical Sciences and Life Sciences learners took part 
in the regional expo at Bloemhof Girls’ High.
Christoff Jordaan obtained a gold medal for the best 
senior research project in Computer Sciences and 
Information Technology.

The Physical Sciences and Life Sciences learners at Curro 
Hermanus took part in the regional expo at Bloemhof Girls’ High.
Frans Streicher obtained a gold medal for the best senior 
research project in Chemistry and Biochemistry and overall best 
research project, best over 260 learners.

Our Physical Sciences and Life Sciences learners took part in the regional 
expo at Bloemhof Girls’ High.
Lily Butchard obtained a gold medal for the best senior research project 
in Physics, Astronomy and Space Sciences.

Congratulations to Curro Hermanus learners for qualifying as 
Overberg equestrian riders. 
From the left are Robyn Helmbold, Nadja Jasprica and Nikita Roxburgh

Matric dance 2017
Chanel Momberg and Johann Mostert

Matric dance 2017
Ashley Cornall and Tal Chowney

Matric dance 2017
Chantcler Schröder and Pernell Adams

I will always remember how involved educators were 
with their learners’ education. I have experienced that 
the educators are able to give more attention to the 
education of their learners. I will also remember how 
these educators have been able to inspire us and be like 
second parents to learners.

Curro has taught me that working towards a goal and 
being dedicated will get you results. It has taught me 
that things which I thought were unachievable are in fact 
attainable.

Advice I would give to future matrics at Curro?
Take full advantage of your time at Curro. Curro schools 
have, in my experience, found a very good balance 
between giving quality education to learners and a 
memorable school experience.

For learners willing to go above and beyond what is 
expected, Curro will always assist and support you.

Frans Streicher
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Kopano 
Bookholane

Cameron 
Goodhead

CURRO SERENGETI

Aan die einde van jou skoolloopbaan dink ’n mens na 
oor ’n paar goed wat ek graag met julle deel. Mense 
vra dikwels hoekom Heuwelkruin so goed presteer op 
soveel gebiede. Wel, by Heuwelkruin is ons ’n familie 
wat alles op die spel sal plaas om mekaar te ondersteun. 
Ons behaal sukses omdat niemand langs die kantlyn kan 
staan en ondersteun nie. Elkeen moet méér as net sy deel 
doen om terug te gee uit dankbaarheid dat jy die voorreg 
kan geniet om só ’n ongelooflike skool te kan bywoon.

My years at Curro Heuwelkruin will remain the most 
memo rable years of my life. Here we have shared good 
times and bad times, stood together, cheered and cried, 
but mostly we have forged unbreakable bonds. It is here 
where we have matured into capable people, where we 
have discovered hidden abilities and talents and where we 
have developed and shaped existing talents to achieve our 
full potential. Here our characters were shaped to become 
strong, resilient people with true ‘Kruinie guts’.

Here we were able to express ourselves and live out our 
talents on the highest possible levels. It was here where 
the blueprint for greatness was handed to us. It is here 
where legends are made who will continue to make 
headlines in the future.

To our executive heads and educators who have moulded 
us into unique, skilled and confident individuals, we 
salute you. To my fellow matrics; Heuwelkruin has 
helped us to grow into deeprooted, strong trees that can 
withstand the storms. Go out and conquer your future. I 
will never forget you.

Jim Rohn het gesê: “Laat ander klein lewens leef, maar nie 
jy nie. Laat ander oor klein goedjies stry, maar nie jy nie. 

Curro can be seen as a closeknit family standing together to 
make a difference to the youth of South Africa. I will never 
forget my first day of Grade 8 when I entered the school 
for the first time and saw how friendly everyone was with 
one another. Happy to see each other after the long holiday 
and there were smiling faces everywhere. Through the past 
five years at Curro I have grown so much as a person and 
discovered so many things about myself that I never would 
have been able to unlock if I were in any other school. 
My fellow matrics and I discovered talents and aspects of 
ourselves that were hidden deep down inside, but with the 
help of the loving educators and friends we have at Curro, 
we were able to slowly but surely rise to our full potential.

I have full confidence in my friends that we are all ready for 
the big world and that each individual will make a success 
of their future. Thanks to Curro’s excellent education we 
have had the necessary preparation to excel at university or 
wherever life may take us.

I personally have learnt many life lessons during my time in 
high school and I believe that I would never have learnt as 
many of these valuable lessons in any other school. Curro 
has helped to mould and form me into the leader and 
person I am today and these qualities are priceless. Since 
my time at Curro I have bloomed from a bud into a full
grown flower, ready for the world out there.

To my fellow Grade 11s and soontobe Grade 12s, I leave 
the following: Work hard (matric is a tough one) but enjoy 
every single moment. Never in my life have I had time pass 
so fast as in my matric year. Don’t be too hard on yourself, 
it is a year full of stress and uncertainties, but do your best 
and remember, it is not how you start something, but how 
you finish it. Good luck to the Class of 2018.

Arno HornKaela Steyn

CURRO SERENGETI

Matric dance
From the left: Ruben Nieuwoudt, Leon Venter, Joshua Montgomery and Jaco van Wyk 

Ndlali 
Ledwaba 
(Tong 
en Taal-
produksie)

The first 
rugby 

team in 
action

Curro Heuwelkruin’s matric class having 
fun at the Mosaïek concert.

Valentine’s ball 2017
From the left: Luca Prenzler 
and Ruben Nieuwoudt 

Athletics
Hanco van Staden 
showing his mettle.

Laat ander oor onbenullighede huil wat seermaak, 
maar nie jy nie. Laat ander hulle toekoms in 
iemand anders se hande laat, maar nie jy nie.” Ek 
sien uit daarna om julle suksesstories te volg.

Aan die huidige leerders, besluit watter nalaten
skap en spore jy by Heuwelkruin wil los. As jy nie 
jou gewig op een of ander gebied ingooi nie, gaan 
mense later jare wonder of jy ooit hier was! Maar 
moet ook nie slegs spore van prestasies nalaat 
nie, laat spore van waarde – integriteit, lojaliteit, 
eerlikheid, passie en empatie  –  na.

Take hold of your future now – your school 
career is a stepping stone to your future, do it 
with excellence. Live your dreams, build your 
own future and make your life count. Set your 
goals for greatness. Don’t doubt! Doubts are 
traitors that make us fear to attempt the unknown 
with confidence. I believe that those who strive 
for their goals will find that their goals strive for 
them equally.

Onthou, jy is die potlood in die hand van 
’n skrywende God – sorg dat jou lewe ewig 
heidswaarde het en ’n storie is wat ander wil lees.
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One thing that I have learnt in life is that we 
never know what is going to be thrown at us. 
Not only do we experience moments of pure 
joy and triumph, but often we are thrown 
curve balls that require the love and support 
of our families. I consider myself so incredibly 
blessed to not only have grown up in a home 
filled with love and encouragement, but Curro 
Hillcrest High School has provided me with the 
opportunity to have a family away from home. 

Matric is a challenging year filled with a lot 
of assign ments, a lot of work and, lastly, a 
tremendous amount of exam writing. How
ever, thankfully Curro is a loving environ ment 
where compassion is felt and love knows no 
bounds. This environment has made this year a 
lot more bearable. My advice to future matric 
learners is to ‘never put off for tomorrow 
what you can do today’, to unite as a grade 
and support and encourage each other. 
Getting encouragement from people who are 
experiencing the same pressure and workload 
that you are experiencing can go a long way! 
But although Grade 12 is a giant that we all 
have to tackle, it is also such an enjoyable year 
that you will remember for the rest of your life. 
So, work hard, have fun and create memories 
that you will cherish forever.

Curro Hillcrest High School has taught me 
that I am ‘designed for greatness’. This means 
that through hard work, support from others 
and faith in God’s plan for my life, anything I 
put my heart to can be achieved. I have been 
encouraged to follow my dreams, but most 
impor tantly to remain a humble, sincere and 

Curro Hillcrest is an amazing school that has enriched me with many 
memorable experiences. I have loved the friendliness of the learners as 
well as the continual support of the staff. I have loved the sport, the 
culture, and being part of forging the future as the pioneering matrics of 
this school. Certainly, some of my best memories are from ‘vasbyt’ where 
we pushed ourselves to the limit and bonded with those around us in 
Grade 10. It taught us about ourselves and helped us form many lasting 
friendships that will be treasured for years to come.

How do I even begin to say what Curro has taught me about myself? 
There is so much. I have learnt that I am capable of more than I ever 
realised. I have learnt that I can act and sing. I have learnt that I can work 
really long hours. I have learnt to shuffle schedules and prioritise. I have 
learnt that when I make mistakes, I have not failed, but instead I have 
learnt. I have managed to get up and rise above the challenges. I have 
learnt the great feeling of achieving in the face of difficulties. I have learnt 
about leadership and staying true to myself and to God.

Matric does have many challenges and I would like to share a few things 
that have helped me and will hopefully help you.  
• Being open and honest with yourself is important because in the end, 

you are the one reaping the benefits or the consequences.  
• It is very helpful having someone you can speak to and be accountable 

to because you may do well on your own, but you can do so much 
better with a mentor. 

• There is no substitute for hard work, but learning to prioritise is 
essential. ‘Motivation gets you started, discipline keeps you going’ (The 
Success Club).

• Remember to have fun and make good memories along the way. It 
makes the journey far more enjoyable and manageable.

• Always be positive. ‘Being positive in a negative situation is not naive. 
It’s leadership’ (Curiano.com).

• Do what is right in private and in public. This is called integrity.

My Curro journey has been an amazing one.  As my matric year is coming 
to an end, I encourage you to make the most of yours.

Caitlin IvinsStephen Roeters Van Lennep

generous person, who at all times demon
strates Christlike behaviour. 

All in all, I have been so privileged to be 
at a high school where we are a family 
who tackles challenges as a united front 
and cherishes every special moment as it 
comes our way. We have had fun, strived 
to do our best, but most importantly, 
acknowledged and praised our Creator 
who has blessed us richly. As I start a new 
chapter of my life next year, I will always 
remember the lesson that Curro has 
taught me: ‘Embrace your uniqueness, 
find your passion and work hard at it so 
that you may change others’ lives through 
pursuing something you love’. 

In closing I would just like to say thank you 
to my Curro Hillcrest High School family 
for allowing me to create memories. 
Thank you for believing in me, and 
most importantly, thank you for laying a 
solid foundation, so that I may have the 
capacity to flourish in this new chapter of 
my life. I will forever be grateful for the 
immense impact you have had on my life 
and I cannot wait to see the thousands of 
learners’ lives that you will continue to 
change in the future. 

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Beth Lund and her partner, and Anelisia Shields and her partner

Prefect body for 2017

Matric dance 2017 
Lerumo Mohlomi and Caitlyn Wiggil

Savannah de Beer and Joshua 
Milne, the lead actors in the 
Hairspray musical

27MATRIC 2017   |   TOWARDS THE 21ST CENTURY   |   WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA26 MATRIC 2017   |   TOWARDS THE 21ST CENTURY   |   WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA

CURRO HILLCREST CURRO HILLCREST



CURRO ROODEPLAAT

I have only been a part of the Curro family for a year and 
eight months, yet this short time is filled with a lifetime 
of unforgettable memories. To try and highlight my most 
memorable experience would be merely impossible, but 
the memories would not be as special without the unity 
among our school mates as well as the dedication from 
our educators. The most amazing aspect of my journey 
at Curro was the building of new friendships among the 
learners in my class as well as the learners of the school. 
Unbreakable relationships that will forever be cherished.

It was my first time learning under the IEB syllabus and 
for many of our educators, it was their first time teaching 
under this syllabus. Clearly, it was a journey we, as a 
team, had to take. The dedication and hard work from 

I have been in Curro Kathu since the first term of 2016. Through 
this time I have seen the immense passion our executive head, 
Mr Eddie Conradie, has for the school and the way he inspires 
all the educators at the school with the same passion. Curro 
Kathu is a very personal school; they really do their best to equip 
you with the best opportunities for the future. The discipline of 
the school is the stuff of legends, everyone at Curro is there for 
a purpose and giving their all to cooperate with the educators. 
I will always remember Mr Conradie’s slogan: ‘Maak naam’.

Curro Kathu has shown me the things that I can achieve and 
that my abilities are far beyond what I thought. Curro Kathu has 
given me clarity of where and what I want to do in life. Curro 
has taught me that I’m a survivor. You are never alone in the 
struggle; God is always with you and He cares about you.

If you consider finishing matric at Curro, you must be prepared 
to work at a much higher standard than in public schools. You 
will have to put in the hours on your own, the minimum won’t 
cut it. This gives you perspective of what is expected in the 
real world. If you feel like giving up in your matric year, just 
remember that it will all be worth it and you are not alone.

Kiara Lechet

Matt Roos
CURRO ROODEPLAAT

our educators helped us to adapt to this new syllabus and produce 
excellent results. This alone is an exceptional achievement to be 
proud of, as a learner as well as an educator.

The principles that Curro has taught us through our ignite programme 
has allowed us to reevaluate ourselves, the decisions we make 
and our contributions to our school. The ignite principles consist 
of ‘serve, pray, respect’ and other principles that are important in 
developing strong, positive characters. These principles or values 
are elaborated upon weekly in order to teach learners how to 
incorporate these values into their everyday lives. These ignite 
sessions have allowed me, as a leader, to evaluate my personality 
and improve those values that I do not firmly pursue.

Apart from the literal life values that we learn, the environment at 
our school allows us to feel secure, a part of something huge and 
special as well as welcomed. The environment that I am describing 
is one of peace, friendships and unity that allows all learners to 
benefit from these aspects. Curro has taught me how to find 
friendships apart from our differences and to see the importance in 
unity and working together as a secure route to success.

 It was an inexplicable experience, being the first Grade 12 learners 
of Curro Kathu. We had standards to set, principles to uphold and 
had to represent Curro learners in a respectful manner. None of us 
can believe how fast this year has flown by and before we know 
it, we will all be following our separate paths in life. Therefore, my 
advice to future Curro learners would be to never stop giving your 
all. Time flies by so quickly and before you know it, it is all over. You 
would not want to look back and think ‘I wish I had done more.’ 
Because by then, it is too late.  Although the race seems long and it 
begins to grow difficult, your final year is your last year to try your 
best and prove to yourself that you can achieve the goals that you 
have set for yourself. By the second term, after you have written 
your June exams and received your second term report, many of us 
may feel discouraged to persevere and work hard. But my advice 
would be to work even harder during these times of doubt. Accept 
the difficult times as a challenge and work even harder to prove 
to yourself that you can do better and are capable of great things.

Celebrating 40 Days. 
Everyone who entered 
the gate had to pay an 
entrance fee for ‘varsity’. 

From the left: Schalk 
Snyman, Matthew 
Roos, Zoë De Sousa 
Dias, Dylan Goliath, 
Palesa Malinga, Jana 
van Heerden, Marcelle 
Kunneke, Waldo 
Wessels, Francois 
Marais, Hester Kruger, 
Marlene de Klerk and 
Ignus Jansen van Vuuren

Back, from the left: 
Schalk Snyman, Dylan 
Goliath and Matthew 
Roos 
Third row, from the left: 
Francois Marais,  
Waldo Wessels and 
Ignus Jansen van Vuuren 
Second row, from the 
left: Palesa Malinga, 
Ayeesha Nthane, Jana 
van Heerden and Zoë 
De Sousa Dias
Front, from the left: 
Marlene de Klerk, 
Marcelle Kunneke, 
Hester Kruger and  
Kiara Lechet

Matrics on the last day of school
Back, from the left: Ignus Jansen van Vuuren, Jana van Heerden,  
Waldo Wessels and Francois Marais (Swys) Middle, from the left: 
Hester Kruger, Marlene de Klerk, Marcelle Kunneke, Zoë De Souza Dias, 
Schalk Snyman, Palesa Malinga and Dylan Goliath 
Front, from the left: Kiara Lechet, Matthew Roos and Ayeesha Nthane

Jana van Heerden and Palesa Malinga share a 
moment on their last day of school.

Curro Kathu night school
From the left: Francois Marais, Ignus Jansen van Vuuren, Zoë De Sousa 
Dias, Ayeesha Nthane, Palesa Malinga, Hester Kruger, Jana van Heerden, 
Kiara Lechet, Dylan Goliath and Marcelle Kunneke
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CURRO SERENGETI

Every year is a mountain to be climbed and, just as in 
previous years, as matrics we approached 2017 with bright 
and sparkling eyes, full of wonder and anticipation for what 
it would bring. This ‘mountain’ has tested us physically, 
psychologically, emotionally, and most importantly, it has 
tested our bonds and friendships as a grade.

My journey at Curro Klerksdorp is one that has been a 
lifechanging experience – a journey full of ups and downs 
with many tears and even more joy. It has been a journey 
that has taught me that the key to knowing where you’re 
going in life lies in knowing who you are. Keep it simple 
and give it all to the Man above.

I’ll never forget walking though those blue welcoming 
gates for the first time, or singing my lungs out to cheer my 
housemates on sports day. ‘Go Titans!’ But most of all, I’ll 
never forget the last hockey match I played on our home 
ground, the bonds formed on the pitch, where teammates 
became friends, and friends, family.

To the future matrics: it always seems bad until you’ve 
overcome it. You’ll have a few ‘bloopers’, tears and 48
hour days, but if you keep working hard and trusting your 
educators’ input, you will be rewarded. So, whenever 
things get tough, get on your knees and He will give you 
strength – James 1:12 (keep it in mind). When you lead 
the school, be yourself, your youthful, crazy and energetic 
self, because you get only once chance to live each day. 
The school will always remember you for that.

Never let the school motto be a cliché. Keep searching 
for the neverending depths that God’s love offers. Deus 
Caritas Est.

‘You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You 
can steer yourself any direction you choose.’ – Dr Seuss

The end of this year marks the beginning of the next chapter in 
our lives. Being part of the Curro family has influenced me as a 
person and has determined how I will walk out into the world at 
the end of the year. There have been ups and downs, but ulti
mately it has been a blur of fun. I have created memories with 
some of the best people  –  memories which I will cherish for the 
rest of my life. I wouldn’t trade the friendships I have formed, 
both in the classroom and on the sports field, for anything in 
this world.

Along with all the fun memories and good times, I have 
also learnt some very valuable lessons. I learnt how to be a 
gameCHANGER. My school has taught me the importance 
of values such as accountability, teamwork, perseverance and 
compassion. These are values I wish to share with the rest of 
the world. 

My advice to future matrics at Curro would be to not 
underestimate Grade 12. Yes, take it seriously, but also 
remember to have fun. It’s going to be a tough year of hard work 
and sleepless nights. Be prepared for mountains of work and 
remember to put in that extra little bit of effort when it seems to 
be too tough. Above all, remember to stick together. A united 
matric group makes matric much more enjoyable. 

As this chapter in my life comes to an end, I want to say thank 
you to everyone at Curro who helped me along the way. To 
the educators and coaches, to the friends who became family, 
thank you.

Saying goodbye means we’ll never meet again, so I would rather 
say – see you soon, Curro!

Lerato MohaleVasilios 
Michaelides

Matric dance 2017

Matric dance 2017 
From the left: Hazel Lekitlane and Kekeletso Mothoane

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Candice Silent, Malik Os, Anesta Jansen van Rensburg 
(educator) and Tamlyn Silent

Pi Day (14 March) 
Kekeletso Mothoane and Tjedza Kitsi

Matric fundraiser at Klerksdorp Golf Club 
Top row, from the left: Megan Bailey, Mpho Motaung  
and Kutlwano Moshugi
Second row, from the left: Ashwin Luke, Lerato Mahole, 
Genevieve Johnston, Candice Silent and Kgopiso Tibe
Front: Danie van Rensburg

Matric Life Sciences camp at St Lucia

Week of high spirits
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SEWE. Die volmaakte getal. Dit is die aantal jare wat ek by Curro 
Langebaan deurgebring het. Wat ’n wonderlike tyd in my lewe.  ’n Tyd 
van omgee en liefde,’n tyd waarin ek so baie van myself en ook ander 
rondom my ontdek het. Beslis sewe van die beste jare van my lewe.  

Looking back on my school career I am thankful for the opportunity 
to have been part of the Curro Langebaan legacy. There is something 
very special about the fact that we were the ones to start numerous 
traditions. We were part of the foundation of something big.  

At Curro Langebaan every learner was treated as an individual. Nobody 
was just a number. We were taught to believe in ourselves, and this 
brought out the best in us.  

Alhoewel daar baie hoogtepunte in my hoërskoolloopbaan was, 
is die een ding wat my altyd sal bybly, die mense. Verhoudings met 
vriende asook opvoeders het dieper gestrek as die oppervlak. Daar 
was ’n diepe omgee vir mekaar. ’n Stille aanvaarding vir die ander se 
menswees. Almal is met respek behandel en ons het die voorreg gehad 
om binne die veilige mure van onvoorwaardelike liefde te groei en te 
ontwikkel in die jong volwassenes wat ons vandag is. 

Mahatma Gandhi once said, ‘Live as if you were to die tomorrow. 
Learn as if you were to live forever.’  This is one of the most important 
lessons that Curro taught me: to live life to the fullest. I learned that 
anything is possible with selfdiscipline, hard work and passion.

Aan die matrieks van 2018: Gryp elke geleentheid aan. Leer hard. 
Hardloop voluit. Lag uit jou maag. En koester elke oomblik. 

Want voor jy jou oë uitvee, sluk jy swaar aan die knop in jou keel, 
terwyl jy terugkyk op ’n jaar wat verbygevlieg het. My wens vir elkeen 
van julle is dat julle sonder enige spyt sal terugkyk op julle matriekjaar  
–  met ’n warm gevoel in die hart en die stille wete dat jy elke oomblik 
geLEWE het.

Daniel le BoshoffHenko van Wyk Netball girls
From the left: Lizanne van der 
Merwe, Jade Daniel,  
Tilanie Marais, Jenna-Lee 
MacBean, Carmen Visser,  
Lindi Wesson, Danielle Boshof, 
Isobel de Villiers, Jana van 
Niekerk (educator) and  
Andrea van Dyk

Matric dance 2017 
From the left: Evan du Plessis and Lindi Wesson

Mr and Miss Curro Langebaan 
Pieter de Villiers and  
Carmen Visser

Matric dance 2017 
From the left: Anneke Viljoen and Charl Henri 
Schoeman

Interhouse gala
From the left: Pieter de Villiers, Jesse 
Meyer and Samantha Barratt

What is Curro? For me Curro is one big family. 
I still remember the first day I stepped into 
Curro in 2009  –  immediately I felt like I was 
home and that this is the school for me. The 
thing I will remember the most is probably 
all of the amazing educators I had during my 
ten years at Curro. I will also never forget the 
amount of work the educators gave us, but in 
the end it will all pay off at university.

The thing Curro taught me about myself is 
never to give up. As head girl, house captain, 
drama queen and sports fanatic I have a 
lot of things on my plate, but Curro always 
pushed me to my limits and that’s why Curro 
helped me to make my dreams come true. I 
also gained more life skills and reading skills 
throughout my Curro experience. 

Matric is not a game. Matric is really about 
making memories and doing your best in 
every thing you can, because it is your last 
year of school. My advice to future matrics 
is to always do everything in good spirits and 
to work hard so that you can secure a bright 
future for yourself. Curro is one big family, and 
I will always treasure this family in my heart.

Interschools athletics
From the left: Gabriel O’Reilly Nefdt, Kyle 
Foggan, Brent Singh, and Jared de Voogd

Interschools athletics 
From the left: Lindi Wesson, Kobus Coetzee and 
Reynhardt Grunder
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Words often elude me when I look back at all the 
fond memo ries I accumulated throughout my years 
as a learner at Curro Mossel Bay. Curro has always 
created an environment where I feel at home, cared 
for and confident in my abilities. Although hard 
work and dedication is the priority, there is always 
time for having fun in doing so. This is evident in all 
the fun activities offered by the school, but also in 
the special way the educators ‘connect’ with you. 
They are interested in your academic wellbeing, 
but also in your development as an individual. They 
prepare you to be someone who can stand on his/
her own two feet and who can make informed and 
responsible choices while taking accountability for 
those choices. People in general have basic needs 
and they want them to be met. That is exactly what 
Curro has provided to me to ensure that I am a 
holistically wellbalanced and happy learner.

I will miss having educators who supported me 
in achieving my goals and who assisted me when 
I struggled. I will miss the hugs I received from 
educators during times that I didn’t feel my self, 
during times I felt emotional, during times I felt I 
could have done better in the exams. I will also 
miss all the lifelong friends I made during my time 
at Curro. I will miss the feeling of accomplishment 
when I did well in an accounting test. Sport was also 
a big part of my life at Curro. I will miss all the bus 
trips to attend sporting events, the camps and to 
take on our rivals at the Regionals and Nationals. 
The camaraderie that one experiences as part of the 
Curro family during these events is awesome.

Megan Robertson

Grade 12A learners
Top, from the left: Ruan Roos (RCL member), and Jandré Potgieter (RCL – deputy head) 
Middle, from the left: Megan Robertson (RCL – head), Lisa Swart and Chanel Odendaal 
Front, from the left: Justin de Jongh, Germaré Dippenaar, Jamie-Lee Matthysen and Esmarie Kolesky

Grade 12E learners
Top, from the left: Keegan Wolhuter, Deon Botes, Mike Walder and 
Myells Basson 
Middle, from the left: Pascal Golda, Lorenzo Vieira, Kristen Jansen 
and Dominik Golda
Front, from the left: Keketso Sebonyane (RCL member), Sisipho Miso, 
and Harriet Claxton (RCL member)
Seated: Francois de Jager

My advice to future Grade 12 Curro learners would be to 
persist and never let go of your dreams. Don’t allow yourself 
to be held back by others’ perceptions of what your life should 
be like. Work hard, but also make time for fun. Participate in 
as many activities offered by the school as possible. Someone 
once said: ‘There will never, ever be another person like you 
or another day or opportunity like this one. Make sure to 
appreciate the good in both.’ Being in Curro Mossel Bay is 
an absolute privilege that should not be taken for granted. 
As Curro learners we are all leaders in our own right, so 
remember, ‘a man/woman who wants to lead an orchestra 
must turn his/her back on the crowd’ (Max Lucado).

Matric dance 2017

Matric dance 2017
Ruhan Roos dancing up a storm!

Matric dance 2017
Keegan Wolhuter

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Justin de Jongh and Dietru Germann 
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We will remember being pioneers and part of the first group of Grade 
7s to start out at the ‘new school’, Curro Nelspruit, some six years ago. 
Many people wrote us off and said that this new school will amount to 

nothing – rather stay with what you know.  However, we decided to 
break the conventions, challenge our boundaries and walk on water.  

The past few years have been an incredible journey with a wonderful 
group of dedicated educators who wanted to see us grow and flourish.  

You had our backs all the time!

We look back and remember the many good times we had with friends, 
wonderful tours and outings to exotic places such as Babanango, 

nail-biting sports finals and taking pride in our first revue last year.  We 
proved the critics wrong! Curro is now a school to be reckoned with, a 
new force in the province and a springboard to launch many leaders to 

go and make a difference in our world.

At Curro we have learnt many things about ourselves.  We learnt 
to keep going, never give up or settle, push yourself a little further, 

because your reward, even in the face of adversity, fear and tiredness, 
will await you.  We learnt that asking for help in challenging situations is 

the best way to learn and grow. No one learns when struggling alone. 

Working as a team provides all its individuals with strength and 
knowledge. A team that works together achieves together. We have also 
realised that when all else fails – pray and leave your burdens and fears 

to God, for He is our strength in times of weakness.

Matric is not easy, but when you realise that it is your final year of 
school, it makes it easier to put the challenges into perspective.  Life 

does not end with matric (although it sometimes feels like it) but rather 
sets you up for success later in life. ‘They say’ to eat an elephant you 

have to do it bit by bit. The same applies to your matric year – just 
do what you have to every day. Chew off little bits and before you 

know it, the elephant has been devoured. Don’t take everything so 
seriously. Work hard, have fun, live well, make friends and enjoy all the 

challenges and blessings a great school such as Curro has to offer.

Good luck and God bless.

Anke Garnett-Bennett 
and Wikus Lottering

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Maryam Akoojee, Negar Nezam  
and Aaminah Cachalia

40 Days
From the left:  
Lekisha Jones, 
Aaminah Cachalia, 
Nina Terblanche, 
Njabulo Zulu,  
James Berlein and 
Nosipho Mabila

40 Days
From the left:  
Khosi Sibande, Moiya 
Eybers, Philliper 
Nkalanga and Tyler 
Pienaar

Curro Nelspruit matrics receiving their matric dance invitations

40 Days
From the left: Samkelo Shabangu,  
Mpumelelo Mohlala and Cornelius Viljoen

Matric dance 2017
Enrico Kruger

CURRO NELSPRUIT CURRO NELSPRUIT

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Naziha Youssef, Phethile Fakude and Kabelo MesoGrade 12 Class of 2017
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Maloe Els
What will I remember most about my experience at Curro 
Roodeplaat? As head girl I came across some interesting people that 
I will remember for a very long time. I will remember every lesson 
– inside as well as outside the classrooms. Curro Roodeplaat taught 
me to appreciate everything that I have while striving for everything 
that I want. Walking down the corridors at our school, you always 
receive a smile. You always have a sense of belonging, because you 
are not just a number, but are remembered by your name. Curro 
Roodeplaat taught me a lot about myself. I now know that I’m 
capable of doing anything I set out to do. There are so many people 
in the school who care so much about your wellbeing as a person, 
that you feel that you can’t fail. Hard work always pays off. 

Serving as head girl has been a privilege and I would like to leave the 
future learners some words of advice: Always work hard from the 
start; God is always on your side and always stay positive. 

Thank you Curro Roodeplaat for not just being a school, but a family!

‘The first step towards getting somewhere is to decide you’re 
not going to stay where you are.’ – John Pierpont (JP) Morgan

We are all on a journey; we start this journey when we enter 
the world. Some of us enter a station and depart on the next 
journey, while others stay longer at different stations. We 
all entered Curro Roodeplaat at different stages of our life’s 
journey. The station was a new one and we were the largest 
group to enter the new school. With not many shoes to fill we 
had the opportunity to start a new culture and form unique 
traditions, thus leaving our footprints at this station. This 
became our focus for the coming years  –  starting traditions 
that will help make the school something to be proud of.

We started to leave small footprints that could be followed by 
our peers. Our educators and heads of departments guided us 
on our way, but encouraged us to make new paths for others 
to follow. This year we won the Blue Bulls league for small 

schools. We are an exceptional group of Grade 12s and have 
had the privilege of spending our year at an exceptional school.  
Sure, we are not flawless, but we have shown a capacity to 
change and to make life better and encourage those around 
us on the journey. 

To leave behind meaningful footprints, you need to work hard 
and make the right choices most of the time. As we grew as 
individuals, we generated hope and with the help of each 
learner the school became a better, stronger place than it was 
when we embarked on the journey. 

Curro Roodeplaat has taught me to dream big, to make each 
aspiration a reality. As learners we just need to take the first 
step towards our future and to chase the dream.  When we fell, 
there was always a fellow learner or educator to help us back 
on our feet and to encourage us to keep on going forward.  

Sheltered between the trees and bushveld of the Roodeplaat 
valley we were given the opportunity and tools to reach for 
the stars with friends and family cheering us along.  Where we 
stand on the station platform, waiting for the whistle to blow, 
alerting us that the time has arrived to leave on the next train, 
we are filled with anticipation – yet looking forward to see 
what the future holds for us.  

Some of us will travel together and some of us will part ways, 
but our footprints will remain and the path they have formed 
will endure. Thank you to the almighty Conductor for laying 
down the railway tracks for us to venture on and thank you 
to all my fellow Curro passengers for making the journey a 
wonderful experience. I will carry each memory with me to 
my next destination.

Jurie van Schalkwyk

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Dayne Devenier and 
Chanté Fourie From the left: Kutlwano Dikobe and partner Mathew Greisiger (right) and partner (left)

Bonolo Mane in action during the Virseker-
beker semi-finals vs Cornerstone College

Curro Roodeplaat prefects 
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It’s absoutely surreal thinking that my school career 
has finally come to an end. Curro Serengeti has 
taught me many life lessons that I believe will bring 
me a step closer to achieving my full potential. I 
will always be indebted to my school for instilling 
these qualities in me. I have learnt that the changes 
that come with growing up are inevitable. Change 
is necessary for growth and it is also exciting. To the 
future matrics of 2018, I hope you welcome change 
with open arms and seek adventure in all that you 
do. The key is to find balance. We all have an 
infinite amount of potential. As each of you seeks 
to fulfil your unique purpose, there will be setbacks 
along the way. Be confident and unapologetic 
when it comes to your skills and unique qualities. 
While it is easy to sometimes feel consumed by the 
stress and pressure, take a moment to look around 
and appreciate your friends and educators – the 
people who make Curro Serengeti High School the 
phenomenal place that it is. I will never foget the 
countless opportunities that Curro has provided me 
with. Curro Serengeti is more than just a school, it is 
a place where you feel comfortable and welcome. 
Ultimately it is a family that you should be privileged 
to be a part of.

Curro Serengeti has played an immense role in 
who I have become and who I am striving to 
be. It has guided me, not in the path that the 
school wishes me to take, but in the path that is 
best suited for me. It has reinforced important 
characteristics in me, such as discipline and 
respect.

One of the aspects that I’ll miss next year will 
be the educators who have so much passion to 
ensure that we as learners succeed, whether it be 
in the classroom; on the sports field or culturally. 
That extra push, whether you like it or not, helps 
you so much in the end.

To future matrics, study! Study and get all your 
work done in advance to avoid posttraumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD). Trust me, I know!

If there were thousands of people who did it 
before you, then surely you can do it too.

Tamryn 
McGee

Kutlwano  
Lekau

With a huff and a puff, the matrics made it to the finish line 
during the soapbox derby.

From the left: Tamryn McGee, Nina Nixon, Marius Bartmann, 
Khumoetsile Hlapane, Kutlwano Lekau and Zino Cilliers proudly 
showing off their school uniform.

Lindo Mbele 
and Cullen 
Solomons 
receiving 

their matric 
dance 

invitations. 

Lusche James, Emily Greyling and Odette van der Westhuizen 
receiving their matric dance invitations. 

From the left: Uzoamaka Ozo, Khumooetsile Hlapane and 
Betang Mare Selepe proudly showing off their school uniform.

Curro Serengeti Class of 2017
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If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run 
then walk, if you can’t walk then crawl, 
but whatever you do, you have to keep 
moving forward.’ A quote by Martin 
Luther King Jr which best describes Curro 
Thatchfield  –  from being a school which 
opened its doors to 800 learners and 45 
educators in 2013 to more than 2 000 
learners and 100 educators now  –  with 
the intention of moving forward with 
many people.

The diversity at Curro is insanely wonder
ful. From the well-qualified educators to 
the humble grounds workers to the lear
ners of the school and the tuckshop lady 
and of course the people who help run the 
school from office level. I will remember all 
of the different characters I met at Curro. 
Let us not forget about the great tradi
tions the school upholds, like the annual 
Curro’s Got Talent and the annual Soccer 
Festival where Curro Thatchfield opens its 
gates to ten different Curro/Curroowned 
schools and the schools compete for the 
champions trophy. But most importantly I 
will re member the spirit of sportsmanship 
my school displays, even in defeat when 
Curro learners still manage to stand tall 
and scream at the top of their lungs to 
support their own school. 

Through great lessons you are able to 
deve lop yourself as a person and expe

rience personal growth. By teach ing 
me respect, Curro has taught me to be 
kind and humble always. Curro has also 
taught me to be inde pen dent and to take 
responsibility for my actions. Not only 
did the school teach me to become I 
good leader, but to be a SMART kid as a 
Curro kid is SMART (sen sitive, motivated,  
achiever, respect ful, trust worthy).

Being a SMART kid at Curro has taught 
me to be sensitive to those who are not 
as privileged as I am. Curro has taught 
me to stay motivated at times where I 
feel like giving up, and staying motivated 
brings me a step closer to achieving 
my goals at Curro and in life. Being 
respectful and trustworthy is the greatest 
lesson I will take with me in life, because 
honesty and respect are a testimony to 
your character.

To the Class of 2018: The greatest 
teacher in life is experience. Stay true 
to yourself and keep cool, calm and 
collected as Curro will do its part to help 
you achieve your goals  –  but only if you 
also do your part.

Per ardua ad alta  –  indeed through 
hard work, great heights are achieved. 
Now we end our journey with Curro, a 
school where learners are moulded into 
champions and legends.

Gomolemo 
Khasebe

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Qebo Gwebu, Nqobile Mbilini, 
Mpho Moletsane and Sihle Lusenga

Back, from the left: Marlene Gerber (executive head), Sibusiso Kokela (boys’ 
sport chairperson), Thato Theledi (school spirit chairperson), Lungi Sithenjwa 
(culture chairperson), and Danie van Schalkwyk (head of high school)
Middle, from the left: Mpumi Pule (academic chairperson), Bontle Mohlabi 
(learner care chairperson), Ofentse Mailula (girls’ sport chairperson) and Georgia 
Pitt (outreach chairperson)
Front, from the left: Praise Kufahakurambwi (council vice president), Gomolemo 
Khasebe (council president) and Tumisang Maake (council vice president)

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Batsi Lamola, Nqobile Mbilini 
and Koena Letsie

40 Days
From the left: Sibusiso Kokela, Kutlwano Monama, 
Tumisang Maake and Keabetswe Skosana

40 Days
From the left: Lihle Siwisa, Unathi Camngca, Noluthando Mdakane,  
Nduvho Mufhadi, Luyanda Phakati, Lebogang Matlou and Kimberley Pilane
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To this day, I still get flashbacks of the evening I was appointed as the first head girl of Curro Academy Mahikeng and 
my fellow peers who were also chosen to be part of the leadership committee that night next to me, made it even more 
worthwhile. I had those ‘I made it’ moments and in a flash, I realised the amount of responsibility that came along with 
this position.

It has been a long and fruitful three years here at Curro and through these years I have endured a lot of experiences that 
have led to who I am today. Coming to Curro was actually the initial plan but I guess there was something else in store for 
me here. My very first thought was ‘do your best in everything you are involved in’ and that has been my motto during my 
time at Curro. Seeing how Curro is known for its uptostandard image and highquality education, I knew that I was not 
going to leave without achieving something great. Whether it be through sports, leadership or academics.

Most of my strongest points are linked to leadership and what I loved is how the school realised this and embraced it. The 
support system runs throughout the whole school and each part plays such an important role in it, from the management 
up to the learners. They are aware of the diversity of each child’s interests and abilities and show them their potential. I 
have also learnt that in order to truly understand the meaningfulness of an achievement, you need to put yourself through 
the most uncomfortable positions. I have been the bad guy once but what really set me apart was the way I was able to 
accept, own up and better myself through that experience. 

I can’t say it’s been easy but all in all, it’s been a truly amazing journey so far. I have left a mark that cannot be erased and 
knowing that, I am more honoured to be named as the FIRST of a whole line of true leaders of Curro Academy Mahikeng. 
One mark, a whole legacy left behind. I have so many people to thank and there is so much I can say, but the most 
important thing is that I lived up to what was expected of me.

Penny  
Reabetswe Mogotsi

Curro Academy 
Mahikeng matrics 
on their excursion 
to watch Othello in 
the second term.

From the left: 
Reaoleboga 
Mabudi, Resego 
Mekgwe, Kamogelo 
Mafete, Thulethu 
Gezemdala and 
Tebogo Ditsela

From the left: Micela Ssali and Kamogelo Mafete won a gold 
medal at the district elimination of the national competition 
of the Eskom Expo for Young Scientists

Curro Academy Mahikeng attended a performance  
of the drama Fiela se kind at the Atterbury Theatre.

Matric dance 2017 
From the left: Awelani Mudau, their 

partner and Thulethu Gezemdala

Matric dance 2017 
From the left: Tsholofelo 
Motshologane and Nonofo Motsei
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I am amazed! What a year it has been. We are finally at 
that point in life called ‘All Grown Up’. We all have heard 
stories about this from a young age and we thought that 
we had reached that maturity point a long time ago. But 
no; we only realise now that only by the end of Grade 
12 do you reach that point. 

I would like to thank my fellow learners who walked this 
path with me. This year could not have been achieved 
without tears, motivation and dedication. We, as the 
2016 matric group, made a difference to the school and 
to our own lives. Who can say that they have succeeded 
in winning the interhigh of 2016? WE CAN. I truly 
couldn’t have made it through this year without the 
support of my fellow learners at Curro Roodeplaat. 

As we head down this path, the only advice I can give 
any learner is that you cannot work in isolation. You 
need your family, friends and your educators, and the 
most importantly, you need God by your side. If you 
have Him, nothing can stand in your way and no test 
will be hard or unattainable. You should always work 
hard in whatever you set your mind to. The satisfaction 
of being able to say that ‘I did the best that I could do’ 
is the best feeling in the world. I wish you all the best in 
your journey ahead and remember, ‘Never Back Down’.

Odette 
Steenkamp

Lourenco 
Marques

CURRO ROODEPLAAT

‘Life is not measured by the number of breaths 
you take but by the moments that take your breath 
away’ – Maya Angelou. My life at Curro Academy 
has indeed been an amazing one, one worth living 
as a result of the many moments that have taken 
my breath away. From the constant technological 
advancements in our classes, meeting great educators 
and school mates, visiting the State Theatre to being 
granted the honour of being the head girl.

I have learnt so much at Curro Academy, a lot about 
God, life, leadership and I will definitely apply it 
in my life. To the next matriculants of Curro, be 
a gameCHANGER, sow as many study seeds as 
possible, for you will have a rewarding harvest; 
respect your educators and most importantly, believe 
in yourself and trust in the Lord our God.

Best wishes and God bless.

Whether you see it as a race, battle or wrestling match, 
the principles are all the same. It starts with the prepa
ration, revising content from previous grades before
hand, this is like stretching. Invent your strategy, know 
your weaknesses, capitalise on your strengths, plan 
your time, set your goals.

Secondly the participation once you know what your 
targets are: you go all out, giving it all and leaving 
nothing undone. Remember, you are an individual, 
avoid the cliques yet be not afraid to lend others a 
helping hand. Remember, the coming year will not be 
a sprint but a marathon won only by consistency.

Thirdly in every wrestling match you must not only 
prepare to give out the hits, but also to receive them, 
and every opponent is different, but Mr Matric is a 
particularly unique opponent. He is strong but not 
powerful; he never stops but he is not unstoppable; he 
has knocked me down more times than I can remember, 
but I urge you to keep fighting, get up and lift your head, 
finish your race, your motto being, Onward! Onward! 
Onward! To the Glory of God onward!

Mufaro Wayne 
Mapfumo

Matl hatsi  
Tevin Hlongwane

As part of their English literature course, the matrics of Curro Academy Pretoria 
went to watch Othello and Hamlet at the Brooklyn Theatre.
From the left: Kanzi Omphile Johnson, Mosehle Thabang, Khumalo Thato, Mabuza 
Nomonde Nosizwe, Sigudla  Nompumelelo Chantal and Mahlangu Thulisile Xolile

The Grade 12 prefects hand over money collected 
from the coin laying as part of the school’s community 
service to a representative from the SPCA.

Matric class of 2017

Peace Mthembu, Lindelwa Sithole and Tebogo 
Kekana donate blood to the SANBS as a part of 

the school’s termly blood donations.

Grade 12 career expo

Matric dance 2017
Thapelo Ngobeni, Sinikiwe Mvula, Pamela Kureya (educator), Mufaro Mapfumo,  
Dudley Matlala, Ronewa Mulovhedzi and Keamogetswe Makokoe
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My most memorable experience at 
Curro Academy Soshanguve came 

from my very first year at the school. 
I got to meet different individuals at 

a brandnew school, so we got off 
from a common ground.

Curro has taught me how effectively 
a positive place of learning can 

influence learning quality.

My advice is make as much use of 
this upcoming opportunity you are 

about to receive.

Kgotlel lo Molekwa

Curro 
Academy 
Soshanguve’s 
matric jacket 
for 2017

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Tapiwa Makamure (educator),  

Bokang Phoshana and Tendai Matanda (educator)

Matric dance 
2017
From the 
left: Bonolo 
Mpe and 
Tendai 
Matanda 
(educator)

Matric dance 2017

Matric class of 2017

49MATRIC 2017   |   TOWARDS THE 21ST CENTURY   |   WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA48 MATRIC 2017   |   TOWARDS THE 21ST CENTURY   |   WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA

CURRO ACADEMY SOSHANGUVE CURRO ACADEMY SOSHANGUVE



Matric class of 2017

Matric dance 2017 
From the left: Kamogelo Sedumedi and 
Kamogelo Mathye From the left: Oageng Raphela and partnerFrom the left: Munashe Musvipwa and partner

Kamogelo Mathye
During my time at Curro, I met educators who are passionate 
and determined towards teaching. Throughout my time at Curro 
I have experienced unforgettable memories  –  one being elected 
as head boy and the experience of studying in such an uplifting 
and encouraging atmosphere.

Being at Curro has taught me to never give up, particularly in 
tough situations, but to pick yourself up and dust yourself down. 
One of the values ‘high expectations’ has taught me is to never 
aim low because I am better than that. This value has taught me to 
always try my best in everything I do, not just with exams, but also 
with orals, practicals etc. 

The advice I’d like to pass on to future matrics is that you should 
prepare and strategise in advance, this goes hand in hand with time 
management and prioritising. Practice consistency and dedication, 
because what is the use of having a study timetable if you are not 
going to stick to it. Lastly, have a perseverance mindset.

During my stay at Curro, I have met so many wonderful 
people and even better educators ... I experienced a better 
independent school compared to the one I was attending 
previously, many new things to adjust to and learn. One of my 
greatest memories includes taking part in the SADAC National 
School Quiz, but my greatest memory of all is being a pioneer 
along with my classmates as well as a gameCHANGER  –  and 
more importantly, being part of Curro’s history as the first 
head girl at Meridian Cosmo City. 

Being at Curro has taught me 
• about patience and hard work;
• that growing up means there will be challenges; 
• the importance of perseverance in terms of academics 

and society;

• I am very open and honest, and 
• how to express my thoughts and how to socialise with 

people from all walks of life. 

Among many other things I’ve learnt about myself, the 
greatest realisation is how much of an extrovert I’ve become; 
not forgetting the confidence boost. And I’ve learnt that my 
actions don’t affect only me, but those around me. As well as 
that I should be the change I want to see.

Lastly, my advice to future Curro matriculants is that they 
should be prepared and committed to achieving great 
results. Matric is all about compromise, prioritising and 
chang ing any bad habits. The year is unbelievably short 
and if you are lucky, you only stress for a few months. As a 
matric learner there are many stress factors such as anxiety 
for university, the perfect dress or suit for the matric farewell 
dance and lastly, most importantly, getting results you would 
be proud of. The most important thing I can say is that you 
need to learn how to prioritise. Your matric results determine 
your future. As a matriculant, you must remember that your 
achievements are not only yours, but your family, school, 
community and other people are looking up to you.

Remember, enjoy it as long as it lasts and make yourself 
proud in the first place.

Amogelang Ntladi
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Meridian Karino 
prefects

From the left:  
Thembeka 

Mbokane  
(head of socials),  

Lethabo 
Namane  
(head of 

discipline)  
and 

Sibongalitsemba 
Ndzinsa  

(head girl)

Meridian Karino prefects
From the left: Sibongalistemba Ndzinsa (head girl), Lethabo Namane  
(head of discipline), Thembeka Mbokane (head of socials), Martin Malele 
(head of the senior phase) and Lehane Sibanda (head of academics)

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Lodric Maseko and Anita Ndzube 

Matric dance 2017
Back, from the left: Vincent Mlombo, Anita Ndzube, Yolanda Nkuna, Siphemandla Nkosi, Thembeka 
Mbokane, Dimpho Nhlapo and Nathi Zulu
Front, from left: Samuel Opoku, Hope Manzini, Helani Visser (FET phase head) and Precious Ripinga  

Coloured sock day
From the left: Tanele Shongwe, Yolanda Nkuna, Sbongalitsemba Ndzinisa,  
Ruth Ngwenyama, Amanda Hadebe, Thembeka Mbokane and Anita Ndzube

Siphamand la Nkosi
The first day at Meridian Karino was the best day of my life. I walked 
into a school with a friendly, welcoming approach. Meridian Karino 
has given me the best experiences of my life, the cultural activities be
ing the best of them all. The school choir and the school band made 
my school life very memorable. All the trips that we had were so much 
fun. The choir and the band ended up becoming like family to me.

Meridian Karino helped me to find myself, my purpose in life. I didn’t 
know what my talent was until I came to this wonderful school that 
highlighted and developed my musical skills. Respect and the ability 
to work with a team is also what I learnt in this school and I am very 
grateful for that.

Grade 12 is a very demanding grade and all matrics need to be balanced 
in life. I advise the new matriculants to know their purpose and to have 
goals, because goals will determine their direction. Your academic 
goals are your biggest priority, but having fun is also necessary.

Meridian Karino has been the best school I’ve been to.

It’s absolutely surreal how our high school lives have 
come to an end. Not so long ago we were so keen on 
getting this over and done with, not realising that when 
we do finally get there we will not be ready for it. As 
I reflect on these past years I have realised that time 
does indeed fly. Every year has given its fair share of 
experiences, but this last year particularly has been the 
most remarkable experience ever.
When I got to Meridian Karino I wasn’t as mature as I am 
now. I was in a place where I knew no one, totally out 
of my com fort zone. It was a bit hard to adjust at first, 
but then I had a pep talk with myself and asked myself a 
couple of questions. What am I going to do? Who am I 
going to be? And how am I going to go about figuring that 
out? And after a solid three years I haven’t been able to 
answer these questions, because I am still buil ding who I 
am, I am still moulding this WHO into perfection.

My experience at Meridian Karino has allowed me to answer my 
questions. I have learnt a lot from this school and it has instilled a lot 
of vital qualities in me, and for that I will always be indebted to the 
school. One of the greatest lessons that the school has taught me is that 
all the achievements in the world will not determine your success, but 
your success is determined by how you treat other people. Although 
achieving the best because of your talents feels great, it is much more 
rewarding using your talents to harness other people’s potential. The 
educators are the most powerful example for me.
I see the learners of Meridian Karino as stars and the team of educators 
as star polishers. They work day in, day out in an effort to make you 
the brightest star there is. 
I have learnt that the change that comes with growing is inevitable. 
Change is scary, necessary and also very exciting. To the Class of 2017, 
as we embark on a new chapter in our lives, I hope you embrace 
change with open arms and seek adventure in all that you do. Do 
not limit yourselves, push yourselves to greater boundaries and shock 
yourselves by doing the impossible. And that is how you will start 
enjoying life. You will be unstoppable. Be confident and unapologetic 
when it comes to your skills and unique qualities. To future matrics, 
work as hard as you can, but still enjoy your last year in high school. 
Do it well, because time has wings.
Be the best person you can possibly be, and do not allow anyone to 
be the judge of your character, because nobody can make you feel 
inferior without your consent. Be your own person. Be confident. Be 
unapologetically you. And in everything you do be humble, because 
umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu: A person is what he is because of other 
people. Ander mense help vorm jou karakter.

Sibongalitsemba Ndzinisa
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If I were to write about what I remember about Meridian 
Newcastle, it will be like writing a novel. There are many 
beautiful moments I had in this school, but the one that 
still gives me butterflies in my stomach is the day I was 
appointed as head girl of the school. One of the other 
moments I remember so well was sitting in the bus on 
our way to Durban with my classmates. I could see the 
excitement in everyone’s eyes, the laughter and joy that we 
shared. One thing that will break my heart when I leave 
Meridian Newcastle, is saying goodbye to the relationship I 
have built with my educators. They were not just educators 
to me, they were friends and mentors. Curro gives us so 
many opportunities, for example, I had the opportunity to 
play sport at Curro Hillcrest with other Curro schools. 

Curro has taught me that:
• I can stand up for my rights.
• I am not lacking in self-confidence.
• I can lead a group of people (a school for that matter). 

Therefore in life I can work with a group of people or 
even lead them. 

• I can relate to someone’s problem.
• I’m not the reticent learner who I always thought I was. 
• I never give up until I get what I want. 

To the future matrics: Always be a gogetter. Strive for 
nothing but the best. From the word go, do your best. The 
first step to being organised is identifying your goals for the 
year. These goals should be realistic and achievable. It’s a 
good idea to write down your goals and display them where 
you can see them every day. This reminder of your goals will 
become your mantra for the year. Never lose focus of your 
goals as they will drive and motivate you through tough 
times. Always seek to improve. The Bible says the best is 
the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. 
ALL THE BEST!

Sibahle Radebe

I have never had the chance of thanking everyone 
who voted for me to be the head boy of this wonderful 
school. So I firstly thank everyone who took their time 
and voted for me to be their leader. Such a position is 
not a right, but a privilege.

As every Meridian Newcastle staff member or any 
matriculant would agree with me, 2017 has been one 
of our toughest years. We experienced quite a few 
hiccups along the way, which played a very crucial role 
in our academic performance. Despite the challenges 
we faced, we cherish a lot of good memories we made 
with both friends and educators. 

The one thing that Curro has taught me about 
myself, specifically Meridian Newcastle, is that I am a 
people’s person. The love I got and still receive from 
my fellow school mates is out of this world. And the 
way in which I express my gratitude is by giving them 
unconditional love and support wherever needed. But 
most importantly, Meridian Newcastle has shown me 
that, with positive self-confidence, I have the ability of 
gaining new knowledge every day.

So as a word of advice to the future matrics of Meridian 
Newcastle: Walk through those school gates with a goal 
you have set for yourself. Know what you’re chasing. 
Walk into a classroom with a positive attitude. 

And finally, know the reason why you are in that class.

Recognise your small beginnings 
• Every beginning is influenced by a decision and vision.
• The decision you make now will determine your future.
• It is better to fail at something than to excel at nothing.
• It is not a problem to fail at something, but to remain 

a failure, is a problem.

Halalisani Nkabinde
MERIDIAN RUSTENBURG

• Life after matric needs people who 
will say ‘I can’t giveup NOW, I’ve 
come too far from where I started 
from.’

• Don’t worry about people who will 
pull you back when you climb your 
ladder of success. 

• You can’t hang out with negative 
people and expect to live a positive 
life!

• Sometimes in life you have to forget 
what you feel and remember what 
you deserve.

• Life is like a party, you invite a lot of 
people, some leave early and some 
late, and some even sleep over. 
So don’t worry about the people 
who leave you earlier than you 
expected, be assured that some will 
stay over till your dream is fulfilled.

• Goals in life are achieved when you 
follow your destiny. If you don’t 
follow your destiny, you will follow 
your destruction.

• Learning is like riding a bicycle – 
if you stop paddling you fall – the 
same applies to learning – if you 
stop studying you fail.

• Allow yourself to be a beginner. No 
one starts out excellent.

Luke 1:37: ‘For nothing will be impos
sible with God.’

I wish you all the best.

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Akhona Mkhonza, Kwanele Masondo, Tumelo Mbuyisa, Ntokozo Mgaga, 
Nomakhwezi Nhlapho, Sibahle Radebe, Luyanda Mkhize and Sithabile Mazibuko

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Siphelele Cele, Halalisani Nkabinde, Mongikazi Nxumalo, Busani Kubheka,  
Jabu Jele (educator), Lulama Myeni, Ntokozo Moloi, Nosipho Mdluli and Ntokozo Gama

Matric class of 2017
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We have unfortunately come to the end of yet another 
year but for the Class of 2016 it isn’t just the end of a year, 
but rather the end of a chapter in our lives and for the 
school the end of an era. With its fair share of laughter, 
tears, challenges and lessons, I wouldn’t trade a second of 
the memories for anything in the world, even chocolate. 

Being a part of the Curro family has been nothing but a 
blessing and I therefore like to thank everyone, from the 
facilitators, executive heads and even the big boss, Mr 
van der Merwe, and everyone else in the Curro family 
who has kept the torch burning, the vision alive and has 
helped make this year a complete success. A chain is only 
as strong as its weakest link, but from where I stand this 
chain is unbreakable. 

To my tree of wisdom, the head boy for 2016, 
Cameron Good head, stay the amazing person you are. 
I appreciate every little moment we shared and all that 
you’ve taught me.

In the past year, I have not only tried to impart wisdom to 
my fellow students, but I myself have learnt so much to 
carry with me along my journey in life. It has truly been 
an unforgettable experience. 

I leave you with a paraphrased excerpt from Looking for 
Alaska by John Green: ‘Thomas Edison’s last words: “It is 
very beautiful over there”. I do not know where there is 
but I do hope you find it and that it really is beautiful.’

Kopano 
Bookholane

Cameron 
Goodhead

CURRO SERENGETI

What I will always treasure about my experience 
at Meridian Pinehurst is that I too am an individual 
who has a place, a path and a purpose in this world. 
It’s important for me to realise my power as a young 
woman, as a South African citizen and as a human 
being on this planet. To always play my part and give 
others the space and support to do the same.

My experience in Meridian Pinehurst has taught me to 
be me.

Meridian Pinehurst has taught me that if I give myself 
the chance, I can achieve anything. Meridian Pinehurst 
has taught me that I am quite a strong individual, I stand 
up for what I believe. I’m not one who always goes with 
the crowd and that’s OK. It has taught me that I am 
human, I will make mistakes, probably more than I can 
even count, but what I do about my mistakes is where 
my power lies.

What advice do I have for the future matrics at Curro? 
We as humans have the tendency of undermining 
our abilities and the capacity of our capabilities. But 
remember this, if you give your matric year the best that 
you can, then that will be enough to take you exactly 
where you need to go. So believe in your capabilities 
and do not ever compare yourself to the person next 
to you, because you have different paths and different 
stories to write. Keep your head up at all times, but never 
be ashamed of letting it rest on someone’s shoulder 
when you need to cry, because sometimes things can 
get a little overwhelming.

What I will remember most about my experience at Meridian 
Pinehurst will definitely be meeting and getting to know so 
many passionate educators who not only teach you, but also 
prepare your for life after matric.

The learners of Meridian Pinehurst are the definition of our 
beloved rainbow nation, each and every learner packed with 
vibrant personalities and passion for selfexpression as well as 
uplifting each other and sharing love.

Meridian Pinehurst has taught me that I have the ability 
to achieve anything that I truly believe in. Educators 
continuously motivate us to think outside the box and be 
gameCHANGERS.

Meridian Pinehurst has also taught me about the power 
of conversation among youth, it has taught me the power 
of my words and the influence it may have on others and 
the world.

What advice do I have for the future matrics at Curro? 
If you’re reading this and you haven’t started studying, I 
suggest you start. Time management will be vital to your 
success.

At times it may seem overwhelming and it also may seem 
like educators don’t care or understand the pressure you 
are feeling. The truth is they do care, but diamonds need 
immense pressure to be the priceless artworks that they are.

You are part of the lucky few that get to attend a Curro 
school, take this chance, run with it and be the ultimate 
#gameCHANGER.

Siphosihle
 Jafta

Nande  
Nyakaza

Meridian Pinehurst’s first matric council
Back, from the left: Buhle Senaoane, Lee-Anne Bell, Rouchelle Reent, 
Chante Kleinhans, Bevan Blankenberg, Kurt Kruger, Jorja-Jade Ratcliff, 
Venus van den Berg, Robyn Jacobs and Fabian Mentoor
Front, from the left: Nande Nyakaza (deputy head of the matric council), 
Mandy Moyce (head of high school), Colleen Bentley (executive head) 
and Siphosihle Jafta (head of the matric council)

40 Days
From the left: Thuliyani Gasheka, Rouchelle Reent,  
Andisiwe Magasho, Caitlin Lakey and Chante Kleinhans

Meridian Pinehurst founding class for 2017

Matric jersey handover
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Matric … what a year it has been …

I think it is fair to say it has been one of the most 
monumental rollercoaster rides I have ever 
experienced.

Early on in the year, I realised that your social life 
must take a back seat while preparing for your 
future. This year has shaped and changed me as 
an individual and shown me what I am capable 
of achieving with the right mindset. 

Throughout this year, all our educators 
emphasised: ‘Matriculants, don’t worry, it will 
all be over before you know it!’ However, 
it has been a long and difficult year and just 
like a bruise changes colour over time, I too 
have changed. My personality, my moods, my 
attitude. On numerous occasions defeat seemed 
to be a reality as the pressure of being in matric 
increased. 

Studying for the examinations proved to be a 
time-consuming and difficult process. At times 
success seemed far out of reach, but through it 
all I learnt that if I stay true to myself, regardless of 
people’s perceptions of me, I am able to conquer 
any challenges. 

My year as a matriculant is a year that I will 
never forget. There were many highlights, such 
as being the head girl of my school, attending my 
matric farewell dance and creating everlasting 
friendships that will outweigh the hard work, 
pressure, stress and inevitable goodbyes. 

This year has been a journey, a very 
long one to complete. We have 
been through it all, it has been like 
a campaign, working at it every day 
and getting through the storms and 
the cold winter, not only for us as 
matrics, but for our educators too. 
The ones who take their time and 
energy to empower us and to feed 
us with knowledge so that we do 
not perish. 

Most of the time we gave the edu
cators a headache that even a 
Panado couldn’t cure. It is during 
our final year when every thing is 
changing, because we think about 
life after matric. Most of the time you 
can hear matrics planning for the 
year after matric, the life after writing 
the final exams and how each one is 
planning on living their lives. 

This is the road that will test you, this 
is where our future begins. It begins 
right here and every bit of knowledge 
we gain every day adds to the future 
we are buil ding. For us tomorrow is 
like the next brick that adds to our life. 

I believe that each of us began the 
year with a good intention; we 
have resolutions at the beginning  
which are good and as the year be
gins that reso lutions that we have 
are what we are tested on, to see if 
we will break them or not. Because 
even though we are building our 
future here at school, there are still 

external forces or challenges that 
challenge us. As much as we push 
ourselves, we face them and with 
time we learn to be grateful for life, 
because it is what we and our edu
cators are building here. They are 
our backbone, the people to run to 
during confusion, and they haven’t 
been selfish, because they are there 
on every level of our lives, they are 
there to support us. For those who 
are not working at their best they 
are concerned, and they take their 
time and energy to try and push 
them to their full potential.

We have had a great journey and 
we have no excuse not to be our 
best after this, because we had 
the resources and a wonderful 
executive head who always takes 
his time to speak to us about the 
choices we make right now and 
how they will affect our future. We 
have been transformed and we 
have our educators to thank for this. 

My gratitude firmly goes to my 
educators, for they have developed 
great people, they have not only 
given us knowledge, but they have 
also unveiled a new level of maturity 
that we did not know. Now we can 
work to achieve our full potential, 
to be people of value in this life, to 
conquer this generation and this 
lifetime with good intentions.

Eunice MakheleNeo Rakuba

Matric dance 2017 
From the left: Asavela Vimba  
and Sipho Marareni

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Temoso Mmeko, Neo Rakuba, Christopher Ampie and Thabang Mokwele

Matric merit tea
From the left: Nosipho Dokolwana, 

Karabo Chokwe, Keaobaka Motlalekgosi, 
Refilwe Mekwe, Kutlwano Monegi and 

John Rudziva (educator) 
Kneeling: Terrence Mapogo

Matric merit tea
From the left: Bonolo Lekoko, Ofentse Motswane,  

Katlego du Toit, Odirile Mabovu and John Rudziva (educator)
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Parents send us to school under the impression that 
schools prepare us for the future. Many teenagers argue 
that they might not even need school in their lives. I 
too used to hold the same view. That is, until I came to 
Northern Academy. The answer lies in the school’s motto, 
work to achieve. The motto is more than just the words of 
the school anthem that most learners know.

Through it, we learn that nothing worth having ever comes 
easily. It has to be worked for, sacrifices have to be made 
and blood and sweat have to be shed. Northern Academy 
provided me with such an environment in which I am 
orientated to commit myself to anything I wish to achieve.

In a school of nearly 5 000 learners you experience the 
need to be yourself. Being yourself is the best you can 
be, there is only one you. More importantly, the school 
orientates us to be the best we can be, to strive to stand 
out from the crowd. The environment provides great 
opportunities that don’t come short of any distractions. 
So it gives each individual an opportunity to sharpen their 
selfdiscipline.

I hope the future matriculants will learn to work in colla
boration and not in competition with each other. There 
is a great deal to learn if we give each other a chance to 
empower one another. Teamwork, combined with the 
most passionate and dedicated educators, only found 
at Northern Academy, will yield great success if put to 
a good use.

P huti 
Senyatsi 

and Dorcus 
Mokhari

It is within this school that I found a place called 
home. A place where I’ve made great friends that 
formed part of my family. Here I learnt that you can 
achieve greatness through hard work and moral 
support from fellow learners and educators. I’ve 
been in this school since my first grade, became 
head girl in Grade 6 and was appointed head girl for 
2016/2017,  –  all because of the fundamentals that 
my educators had instilled into me.

Being in Northern Academy has taught me that you 
have to work your way up to where you want to be. 
And you don’t need to fit in as an individual. Yes, it 
might sound like a cliché, but we are set apart from 
the rest of our peers for a reason and we should 
embrace it.

To all future matriculants: study hard, don’t let the 
pressure get to you, but most of all, have fun.

This is the last lap of your high school career after all, 
make the most of it.

Northern Academy’s 2017 leaders showing us their new leader’s uniform
From the left: Shoki Teffo, Thapelo Musomane, Makena Herold, Candice Shiringani, 
Vicente Chicocho, Mohau Selamulela, Shertina and Siyabonga Nhlonipho

Valentine’s ball 2017
From the left: Dorcus Mokhari, Nhlamulo Ntlemu,  
Thaphelo Musomane, Sheriffa Mukansi and Vanessa Rakolota

Matric dance 2017
Sharon Manzini

Parents’ consolation day  
From the left: Shoki Teffo, Dorcus Mokhari, Tshegofatso Chuenyane, 
Khomotso Letsoalo and Rebothile Dolo

Matric class of 2017

61MATRIC 2017   |   TOWARDS THE 21ST CENTURY   |   WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA60 MATRIC 2017   |   TOWARDS THE 21ST CENTURY   |   WWW.CURRO.CO.ZA

NORTHERN ACADEMY NORTHERN ACADEMY



Stayers vs leavers boys’ and girls’ hockey teams

Matric hostellers
From the left: 

Kelsey Dickson 
(head of house); 

Nompumelelo 
Manqele, 
Courtney 

Sutton, Snothile 
Ndlovu, Kwanele 

Mncwango and 
Serryn Stickley

Matric dance 2017
Head prefects Phila Maxase and Tessa Hubble 
address fellow learners

Matric dance 2017
Back, from the left: Ntando Ndlovu,  
Londa Mkhize, Mini Nkosi and Shamiso Sibiya
Front: Yizo Dlamini

Matric class of 2017

Matric dance 2017

The last five years of high school at Grantleigh College have 
given me an excellent education, a caring and vivacious 
group of friends as well as a foundation that will keep my 
feet firmly on the ground as I venture out into the world 
next year.

My educators have had one of the biggest influences on me 
during my time at school. Never have I felt so honoured 
to call a group of attentive, tenacious and entertaining 
edu cators a part of my life. Guiding young budding lives 
demands a lot of patience and under standing. My edu
cators have gone beyond the neces sary threshold of 
teaching to prepare, motivate, inspire and nurture a group 
of matrics who will take their stand in the world next year, 
who are able to voice their opinions, reason well, offer 
solutions and improve what is around them.

High school has taught me to appreciate the time I have 
to just be a kid, to think wildly and brilliantly while in a 
supportive and encouraging environment. I’ve learnt that I’m 
a doer. I love to help and be involved but what I’ve come to 
learn most importantly this year, is that there is a time to be 
silent and let others take the lead, to make something their 
own. We’re looking for a little belief sometimes and instilling 
that in someone else goes a lot further than doing it myself.

My advice to future matrics at Curro is: just enjoy it! The work 
and exams are going to come no matter what, but your final 
year allows you to bask in the last four years you’ve spent at 
school.  You are now the ‘top of the pops’ and knowing you 
have little time left, makes the limited days with your friends 
much more special and much more of a priority.

I couldn’t have had a better five years at Grantleigh, and I 
will always be thankful for the opportunities and love it has 
afforded me.

The nights spent with my brothers at Grant 
House hostel were times filled with true laughter 
and enjoyment. Guiding each other through the 
journey of high school was subse quent to the in
depth conversations we had with my friends who 
became brothers.

I have learnt that fate is the product of man’s 
work, but the foundation of it is God’s will. 
Through core values of Grantleigh, I have 
become the person who I would’ve never 
imagined myself to be when I arrived here.  
Grantleigh has taught me the importance of 
upholding my own moral values and trusting in 
God to provide and protect me in the future. 
Grantleigh has helped me to have a better 
understanding of people and acceptance of 
one another’s differences, being able to love 
and treat everyone with respect and dignity.

We are the leaders of the school and have the 
opportunity to make the school a better place 
for those who are still to come. Make the most 
of this opportunity so when other learners look 
back on your matric year, they will know that it 
exemplified ‘greatness’.

Tessa HubbleP hila Maxase
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There comes a time in everyone’s life when we experience some
thing for the first time. It is the memories we make, chal lenges we 
face and successes we attain that determine the results of these 
experiences. This year has provided my fellow class mates and 
me a first-time experience: matric. Being at this school for eleven 
enlightening years has allowed me to make memories that I will 
cherish for years to come. It has given me the opportunity to 
form relationships that uphold different values in my life, and 
that are needed at different times. These that have been placed 
near my heart are the most valuable gifts that St Dominics 
Newcastle has to offer, and they are the elements that lay the 
foundation for a learner to extrapolate their success. Some of 
this foundation that I will carry with me includes: the passion 
the staff of the school has for turning the budding learners into 
blooming successes; the innate spirit the learners have that drives 
them forward to succeed and have a positive experience at the 
school; and the growth of the school, with regard to the increase 

in numbers, improvement of facilities and the lack of evidence of 
future restrictions in this growth. 

These positive aspects give me hope to succeed in future and 
remind me of where I started off and the potential I have to grow.

The knowledge gained at home is very different to what is presen
ted at school, due to your identity being formulated in the school 
environment. As a result, besides learning the generic theory 
classes, this everchanging environment provides the stimuli to 
teach you about yourself as an individual. In my case, I was able 
to identify my personal strengths and weaknesses, develop and 
enhance my social skills, find my role among others and take on 
unique responsibilities. St Dominics Newcastle has thus taught 
me to accept myself for who I am, to choose my circle of friends 
wisely and it has shown me how to bring out the best in myself.

The only advice a current matriculant can share with a future 
matriculant is the advice they had received from a previous 
matriculant, with a few added hints from their personal 
experience. However, even though you anticipate the ending 
of your schooling career and start preparing yourself for the 
experience a few years before the final year, you are never fully 
ready to handle all that is thrown at you during these extreme 
twelve months. Which is why some of your most important tools 
during these challenging yet surprisingly thrilling months are the 
values, principles and lifelong lessons that St Dominics Newcastle 
has taught you. If you are able to use this to its full potential and 
put in the required time, effort and dedication, success becomes 
almost guaranteed. The essential point to remember is that your 
matric year is not as successful as you expect or perceive it to be, 
but its outcome is rather determined by how you treat it, cherish 
it and work with it.

Surav Anandhaw

The journey we took to get to where we are today is one that each of us 
will reflect on one day. Without a doubt, what has made our journey special 
is the educators who were not only there to teach us, but to also guide us 
through life’s problems. The educators definitely played a big role in shaping 
our lives, and their commitment to the learners has not gone unnoticed.

Our peers have also been pivotal in making us the people we are today. One 
thing that I will always treasure about being at St Dominics is the ‘St Dom’s 
family’. The privilege of being in a small school is that we all know each 
other and this has given the school its homely atmosphere. Of course, like 
all families, we have fought, we have cried, but we have also shared many 
memorable moments of our school careers together. 

In our pursuit for education little did we know that each day we were also 
learning how to handle life situations; in Mathematics, we learnt that there is 
always an alternate way to solve a problem. I also learnt where I would like 
to be in the future, and discovered who I really am. The independent and 
confident person I am today would not have developed if it weren’t for the 
experiences and opportunities that the school offered me. 

To the future matrics, the struggle is only temporary; your results are linked 
to the amount of effort that you put into your work, and the sacrifices are a 
small price to pay for future success. 

Peggy Hsu Interhouse gala
Back, from the left: Bongiwe Ngobese, Paul Yeh, 
Surav Anandhaw, Harish Singh and Sohail Adam
Front: Nikita Fernandes and Mampho Sebeko

Interhouse gala
From the left: Nicole 
Downs, Peggy Hsu, 
Jaundri Botha, 
Sabrina Carreira, 
Menelisi Ngcobo, 
Khayelihle Mswane 
and Naledi Mtshali

Matric tea
From the left: Anele Shabangu, Brett Pedrelli, Keegan 
Rajah, Harish Singh, Paul Yeh and Nikita Fernandes

Interhouse gala
From the left: Keegan Rajah, Peggy Hsu, Sabrina 
Carreira and Jaundri Botha 

Matric dance 2017 
From the left: Anele Shabangu, Lethu Mailula, 
Ntokozo Vilikazi, Aphelele Ndlovu, Mampho Sebeko, 
Bongiwe Ngobese and Matsha Mnisi

Matric dance 2017
Back, from the left: Lethu Mailula, Anele Shabangu, Aphelele Ndlovu,  
Harish Singh, Keegan Rajah, Paul Yeh, Nikita Fernandes and Mampho Sebeko
Front, from the left: Sabrina Carreira, Peggy Hsu, Surav Anandhaw and 
Bongiwe Ngobese

St Dominics learners at Mr Douthwaite’s farewell assembly
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The complete realisation that my school career has 
ended will only sink in properly next year, when I no 
longer have to wear school shoes daily. In 2014 I found 
myself in quite a turmoil, I was not sure who I was, or 
who I wanted to be. I decided to move schools and join 
Waterstone College. I have never looked back since. I 
cannot even put into words the amount of selfgrowth 
and perseverance I have endured. It was one of the 
best decisions I ever made, in order to find myself. 

Change is often a daunting experience, and the Class 
of 2017 is about to undergo a massive life change. 
The walls we have familiarised ourselves with over the 
years, and the relationships with the people we know 
well enough to call ‘family’, this chapter of our lives is 
ending. But I know through the selfdiscovery, constant 
emotional and academic support the school has offered 
the individuals we have become, we are deemed to be 
successful. The bonds we have made with each other 
are unbreakable.

Having the privilege of being head girl of this prestigious 
institution has enabled me to witness the growth of our 
grade and the school. Seeing how nervous every new 
enrolment is on their first day to seeing them cry their 
hearts out on their last day, will be a constant reminder 
that we can, and will adapt to any challenge life throws 
at us. 

I am certain of who I am, who I want to be and what 
I stand for: faith, integrity, respect and excellence. I 
cannot thank everyone involved enough for helping me 
accomplish that. I will always ‘carpe diem’.

Waterstone College, what can I say? It has been an awe some 
and fulfilling experience. Full of emotion: ups, downs, laughter 
and crying – it’s been an honour to be part of Waterstone. 
What will I remember most? The people. I think in twenty 
years’ time when I look back at my high school career it’s the 
people that will stick in my mind more than my Math work – 
much to Ms Kempen’s dismay, I’m sure. 
From the educators, who have been so good to me, to my 
friends to pretty much the whole grade, they have made a 
lasting impression on me and I can only hope I have done the 
same to them. I know that I have made lifelong friends during 
my time here and I could not imagine going through school 
with anyone else except for the bunch of amazing people I 
have in my grade. Thank you for making my school experience 
worthwhile. 
Waterstone has a knack of bringing out the best in people, it 
certainly has brought out the best in me. It has taught me that 
I am a strongwilled, independent and courageous young man 
who loves God and respects others and I thank Waterstone for 
helping to mould me into that person. However, I’m not the 
first person they have guided and I certainly won’t be the last. 
To the future matrics; embrace the experience, don’t reject 
school because it’s hard or it’s long. Embrace school, join 
activities, play sports, work hard in the classroom and I promise 
you, matric and school in general will be a great experience. 
So, thank you Waterstone, for this wonderful journey. You 
have taught me a great deal and I will miss you. I’ll miss the 
educators, I’ll miss the classes, I’ll miss the grounds, and I’ll 
miss the people. These are the days of our lives that will 
stick with us forever, hold a special place in our hearts and 
ones which we will cherish for many years to come. I’m just 
grateful for every day and indeed do count my blessings that 
I had the privilege to complete this momentous experience at 
Waterstone College.

Genevieve de SouzaMatthew Bromilow

From the left: Jarod Esson and his partner From the left: Ryan Fiford and Alexis 
Badenhorst (Grade 11) 

From the left: Ricardo Souris and 
Anastasia Kondylis (Grade 11)

From the left: Ofentse 
Magudulela and Somila Menze 

Ravisha Nandlall (left) and Olivia Melo (right) accompanied by their partner.

Matric class of 2017

Matric 
dance 
2017
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After enduring many years of high school, Woodhill’s 
Class of 2017 has almost reached the end of the journey. I 
think we will all agree that these last few years have been 
a roller coaster with many highs and lows. However, the 
memories made at Curro Woodhill College will never 
be forgotten.

Personally, being head girl at Woodhill College has 
significantly changed my life. I have learnt to lead 
people and how to positively influence their lives. 
Woodhill College has taught me a lot about myself; 
I learnt that I can reach my goals by working hard 
and never giving up. This school has taught me that 
I am stronger than I ever thought I was. By focusing 
on the individual, Woodhill has allowed me to 
personally grow and flourish in my sport, academics 
and leadership. I believe that Woodhill College gives 
their learners various opportunities to shine, giving 
each individual a place in the sun. 

I will never forget the interhigh athletics this year 
where the school’s athletic team united as one. At 
this event we all supported one another no matter 
how well or poorly we did in the various events. Even 
though Woodhill College did not win, our unity as a 
family shone bright. 

To future matrics: It will be hard, but hard is not 
impossible. Decide where you want to go and stop 
at nothing to get there. Always remember you are the 
master of your fate and the captain of your own ship.

Woodhill College has taught me many life lessons that 
I will take with me throughout my life. My memories 
gained from Woodhill College will be on the first page 
of my memory book. Some of the most memorable 
experiences must be the pride learners show towards 
the school and their commitment to the various 
activities. My favourite activity which Curro hosts, is 
the annual Curro Nationals. I have made many friends 
through this competition and it allows everyone to 
experience how different other Curro schools are on 
the sports field.

Woodhill College has taught me many life lessons 
which I will be handing down to younger generations 
to learn from. The one that I’m willing to share 
with everybody is that nobody can control you, do 
not listen to someone trying to put you down, their 
criticism of you can make you a better person while 
proving them wrong and showing them that you can 
be successful.

For the future matric group of Curro and Woodhill 
College, my message is that this is your last year of 
high school, do not waste your time. You only have 
one chance to make it the best year of your life, 
no matter what position you have in your school, 
everyone can make a difference. 

My final words must be, DON’T BE AFRAID.

Nicole  
Creighton

Christopher  
Storey

Grade 12 outreach project at Just Love 
Mission charity.  Learners donated paint and 
then painted the walls of the building.
From the left: Shawn Mogane, Jamie-Leë 
Williams and Hannah Swanepoel

Rochelle Oberholser showing off her 
matric dance invitation 

Grade 12R 

Grade 12D 

Grade 12P 

Phoebe Dredge, Nicole Creighton,  
Devon Checkley and Christopher Storey 
show off their matric jackets
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Ever since I stepped into this school, I have been groomed and 
nurtured to be the best that I can be.  
To my educators, thank you for leaving such deep foot prints in 
my heart. You have taught me so much, not only about Raka 
or differentiation or closed corporations or the digestive system, 
but about life as well. Your understanding and help have been 
invaluable.  
Windhoek Gymnasium, you’ve made great leaders of us all – we 
can never thank you enough. 
To my fellow learners, I honestly cannot believe that we have 
reached this day. I want to tell you that you are so capable. People 
will find you, but please remember that they do not define you! 
On this journey, you will lose friends, but you will also make more. 
Just remember that not all people are sent on your path to serve 
your destiny forever, also remember that there’s nothing wrong 
with choosing the people who choose you. As long as you love 
all, with the love of God. Family of mine, do not stand back, do 
not hide. Do not wait for an achievement or position to make a 
difference. Christ in you is the hope of glory and therefore you 
need nothing more. Help the Learner Representative Council, 
help the educators, help our school and make those ideas of yours 
become a reality. You can do it. 
Stand up for what you believe in, and do so with confi dence. 
Even if it costs you relationships. That’s good – keep on moving 
forward. Now is not the time for us to draw back in fear.  
Matrics, we made it through every challenge high school threw 
at us. Now, we need to cross the last hurdle, making all previous 
victories worth the blood, sweat and tears. I’m so proud of the 
people you’ve become. Do not compromise your destiny or 
values, for company.  
Windhoek Gymnasium has been a priority of mine for the past 
five years and it will be a challenge to move on. I will always be 
a Gimmie at heart. 
Please be ambassadors for this school, no matter where you go. 

Twaalf jaar. Vreugde en hartseer. As emosies kleure was, was dié 
saal vandag ’n reënboog.

Ons elkeen voel vandag anders. Gelukkig, hartseer en baie ander 
emo sies wat nie in woorde uitgedruk kan word nie. 

As jy die uitwerking van sterk emosies wil sien, dan stap jy na 
Henryke Garbers toe en sê: “Sjoe, ons laaste skooldag ooit ...” 
Onthou net om tissues saam te vat. 

Hoe som mens twaalf jaar op? Vir twee weke het ek gesit en dink. 
Ek het gedink aan waar ons begin het by die ou skool (die klimrame 
en speletjies pouses), tot waar ons nou is: so te sê volwassenes. 

Ek probeer terugdink aan toe ons jonk was ... maar dan besef ek 
... ons ís nog jonk!

Sien, skoolgaan het tot dusver ons hele lewe beslaan, dit is al wat 
ons ken en noudat dit verby is, voel ons sommer oud. Maar nee ... 
dié is nog net die begin! 

Volwassenheid: Dit is die somtotaal van insette van ons ouers, 
opvoe ders, vriende en eie belewenisse. Ons keuses plavei ons pad 
en dit is die pad wat ons nou moet stap. Die Bybel sê immers: “’n 
Mens beplan sy pad, maar God bepaal waar hy loop.” So, hoewel 
ons soms die verkeerde keuses maak, is daar tog sekerheid dat 
God ons op die regte pad sal lei.

Ek het hierdie bydrae geskryf en gedink: Kan ek nie dié só skryf nie 
of sal dit nie beter só klink nie? Maar maak nie saak hoeveel keer 
ek dit oorgeskryf het nie, ek kon nie die regte woorde vind om ten 
volle te beskryf hoe ek voel nie. 

Ek is nie ‘n emosionele mens nie, maar met ’n knop in my keel sê 
ek vandag namens elke graad 12leerder dankie aan almal wat ‘n 
rol in ons lewe gespeel het.

My doel is nie om vandag enigiemand hartseer te maak nie, maar 
liewer om almal te herinner dat daar nog ‘n lang pad is wat voorlê 
– en dat ons nou toegerus is om die wêreld aan te vat met die
gees van ’n Windhoek Gimmie! Sterkte met die eindeksamen en 
onthou: God sal jou op die regte pad lei!

Karl Jacobie Juandre Nel‘

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Avelda Ferreira, Chane Mostert,  
Chante Oberholzer and Jade Ehlers 

Matric dance 2017
From the left: Carl Schmidt, Wihan Peters and Jurgen Schmidt

From the left: Ena Lingenvelder and Nia Yu

Matrics receiving gifts from the Grade 1 learners before entering 
the school hall for their goodbyes.

Class 12E matrics planting a tree on their last day of school.
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